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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

August 22, 2021 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Guest Preacher:  Scott Geister-Jones 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

   Lector:  Jenny Hoffman    Acolyte: Maddie Schulz, Henry Brabender 

Ushers: Andrew Quam, Kaeson Saonek    Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

Altar Flowers are given by Gladys Thompson in honor of her birthday! 

 

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and 

drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in 

John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in 

words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of 

eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to 

arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold 

ambassadors of the gospel. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “You Are the Way” 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of  
      miracles, the God of mercy. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God, our provider, 
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C:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways  
      when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to 
      our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your  
      teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?   
      Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  
      Amen. 
P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and  
      nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than  

      enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you  
      are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  #631 ELW  vs. 1, 4 

vs. 1: Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

 vs. 4: Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heav'n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”  #848 ELW vs. 1 & 2 

vs. 1: Give to our God immortal praise! 

Mercy and truth are all his ways. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

vs. 2: He sent his Son with pow'r to save 

from guilt and darkness and the grave. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our  

     choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil,  

     we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    

     Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “O Redeemed!”  arr. by Brown 
 
FIRST READING:  Joshua 24:1-2, 14-18 

24 1-2 Joshua called together all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He called in the 

elders, chiefs, judges, and officers. They presented themselves before God. Then 

Joshua addressed all the people. 
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14 “So now: Fear GOD. Worship him in total commitment. Get rid of the gods your 
ancestors worshiped on the far side of The River (the Euphrates) and in Egypt. 
You, worship GOD. 15 “If you decide that it’s a bad thing to worship GOD, then 
choose a god you’d rather serve—and do it today. Choose one of the gods your 
ancestors worshiped from the country beyond The River, or one of the gods of 
the Amorites, on whose land you’re now living. As for me and my family, we’ll 
worship GOD.” 16 The people answered, “We’d never forsake GOD! Never! We’d 
never leave GOD to worship other gods. 17-18 “GOD is our God! He brought up our 
ancestors from Egypt and from slave conditions. He did all those great signs while 
we watched. He has kept his eye on us all along the roads we’ve traveled and 
among the nations we’ve passed through. Just for us he drove out all the nations, 
Amorites and all, who lived in the land. “Count us in: We too are going to 

worship GOD. He’s our God.” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  #618 ELW  

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 6:53-69 
53-58 But Jesus didn’t give an inch. “Only insofar as you eat and drink flesh and 
blood, the flesh and blood of the Son of Man, do you have life within you. The one 
who brings a hearty appetite to this eating and drinking has eternal life and will 
be fit and ready for the Final Day. My flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 
By eating my flesh and drinking my blood you enter into me and I into you. In the 
same way that the fully alive Father sent me here and I live because of him, so the 
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one who makes a meal of me lives because of me. This is the Bread from heaven. 
Your ancestors ate bread and later died. Whoever eats this Bread will live always.” 
59 He said these things while teaching in the meeting place in Capernaum. 60 Many 
among his disciples heard this and said, “This is tough teaching, too tough to 
swallow.” 61-65 Jesus sensed that his disciples were having a hard time with this 
and said, “Does this rattle you completely? What would happen if you saw the 
Son of Man ascending to where he came from? The Spirit can make life. Sheer 
muscle and willpower don’t make anything happen. Every word I’ve spoken to 
you is a Spirit-word, and so it is life-making. But some of you are resisting, 
refusing to have any part in this.” (Jesus knew from the start that some weren’t 
going to risk themselves with him. He knew also who would betray him.) He went 
on to say, “This is why I told you earlier that no one is capable of coming to me on 
his own. You get to me only as a gift from the Father.” 66-67 After this, many of his 
disciples left. They no longer wanted to be associated with him. Then Jesus gave 
the Twelve their chance: “Do you also want to leave?” 68-69 Peter replied, “Master, 
to whom would we go? You have the words of real life, eternal life. We’ve already 
committed ourselves, confident that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “O Jesus, I Have Promised”  #810 ELW  

vs. 1: O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve you to the end; 

remain forever near me, 

my master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle 

if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if you will be my guide. 

 

vs. 3: Oh, let me hear you speaking 

in accents clear and still 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will. 
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Now speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

now speak and make me listen, 

O Guardian of my soul. 

 

HOLY BAPTISM:  APOSTLES CREED   

P:  Do you believe  in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

              creator of heaven and earth.    
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

                   born of the virgin Mary, 

            suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                        was crucified, died, and was buried; 

                        he descended to the dead. 

                        On the third day he rose again; 

                       he ascended into heaven,  

                       he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

                          and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,  
      and all in need. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim  

      the gospel of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in  

      your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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P:  God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and  
      bring life-giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment  
      of the world you have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples.  
      Give guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in  
      times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are  
      lonely and feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence.  
      Accompany all who are persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries.  
      Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new  
     stages in life such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain  
     enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your 
     mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give  
      you thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in  
      your promise of resurrection and life in the world to come. Lord, in your  
      mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;  
     through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Blessed Assurance” #638 ELW 

vs. 1:  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

                                     Refrain:  This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

vs. 3: Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain 

 
POSTLUDE: “Borning Cry”  Ylvisaker/Carlson 

 
Baptized today:  Cooper John Kleven, son of Steven and Ashley Kelven.  His 
sponsors are Allison Morgan and Megan Tislau. 


