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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

  
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

August 8, 2021 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Cantor & Soloist:  Kathy Mohs 

Lector:  Cindy Flory   Acolytes:  Hayden Abing, Kade Hustad 

Ushers: David Olson, Mya Sehmer 

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 
 

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and 
whoever eats this bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In 
Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as 
those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself 
for the other. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “My Lord, What a Morning”  arr. Hayes 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of  
      miracles, the God of mercy. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God, our provider, 
C:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways  
      when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to 
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      our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your  
      teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?   
      Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  
      Amen. 
P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and  
      nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than  

      enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you  
      are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”  #658 ELW vs. 1,2,4 

vs. 1: O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, 

the fount of life, the light of all: 

from ev'ry bliss that earth imparts 

we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 

 
vs. 2: We taste you, ever-living bread, 

and long to feast upon you still; 

we drink of you, the fountainhead; 

our thirsting souls from you we fill. 

 

vs. 4: O Jesus, ever with us stay! 

Make all our moments fair and bright! 

Oh, chase the night of sin away! 

Shed o'er the world your holy light. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
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P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”  #848 ELW vs. 1 & 2 

vs. 1: Give to our God immortal praise! 

Mercy and truth are all his ways. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

 

vs. 2: He sent his Son with pow'r to save 

from guilt and darkness and the grave. 

Wonders of grace to God belong; 

repeat his mercies in your song. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true  

      bread that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live  

      in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his  

      body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “You Are Mine” 
 
FIRST READING:  1 Kings 19:4-8 
3-5 When Elijah saw how things were, he ran for dear life to Beersheba, far in the 
south of Judah. He left his young servant there and then went on into the desert 
another day’s journey. He came to a lone broom bush and collapsed in its shade, 
wanting in the worst way to be done with it all—to just die: “Enough of this, GOD! 
Take my life—I’m ready to join my ancestors in the grave!” Exhausted, he fell 
asleep under the lone broom bush. Suddenly an angel shook him awake and said, 
“Get up and eat!” 6 He looked around and, to his surprise, right by his head were a 
loaf of bread baked on some coals and a jug of water. He ate the meal and went 
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back to sleep. 7 The angel of GOD came back, shook him awake again, and said, 
“Get up and eat some more—you’ve got a long journey ahead of you.” 
8-9 He got up, ate and drank his fill, and set out. Nourished by that meal, he walked 
forty days and nights, all the way to the mountain of God, to Horeb. When he got 
there, he crawled into a cave and went to sleep. Then the word of GOD came to 
him: “So Elijah, what are you doing here?” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  #618 ELW  

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 6:35, 41-51 
35Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life. The person who aligns with me hungers no 
more and thirsts no more, ever. 41-42 At this, because he said, “I am the Bread that 
came down from heaven,” the Jews started arguing over him: “Isn’t this the son 
of Joseph? Don’t we know his father? Don’t we know his mother? How can he 
now say, ‘I came down out of heaven’ and expect anyone to believe him?” 
43-46 Jesus said, “Don’t bicker among yourselves over me. You’re not in charge 
here. The Father who sent me is in charge. He draws people to me—that’s the 
only way you’ll ever come. Only then do I do my work, putting people together, 
setting them on their feet, ready for the End. This is what the prophets meant 
when they wrote, ‘And then they will all be personally taught by God.’ Anyone 
who has spent any time at all listening to the Father, really listening and therefore 
learning, comes to me to be taught personally—to see it with his own eyes, hear 
it with his own ears, from me, since I have it firsthand from the Father. No one 
has seen the Father except the One who has his Being alongside the Father—and 
you can see me. 47-51 “I’m telling you the most solemn and sober truth now: 
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Whoever believes in me has real life, eternal life. I am the Bread of Life. Your 
ancestors ate the manna bread in the desert and died. But now here is Bread that 
truly comes down out of heaven. Anyone eating this Bread will not die, ever. I am 
the Bread—living Bread!—who came down out of heaven. Anyone who eats this 
Bread will live—and forever! The Bread that I present to the world so that it can eat 

and live is myself, this flesh-and-blood self.” 

 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  #674 ELW vs. 1,2,3 

vs. 1: Let us talents and tongues employ, 

reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

                   Refrain:  Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

vs. 2: Christ is able to make us one, 

at the table he sets the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, 

love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 
 

vs. 3: Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 

 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
           the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints,  
           the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,   
           and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the  
      church, the world, and all of creation. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new  
      mission starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry  
      for the sake of the gospel. For congregations facing difficult decisions about  
      their future. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge  
      from the hot summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by  
      pollution and all who lack clean water. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For  
     judges, lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair  
     administration of justice. For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that  
     they would deal mercifully with those who are incarcerated. God, in your  
     mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others  
      who face long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who  
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      mourn the death of a loved one. For all who are sick. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us  
      who bake bread and prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For  
      those who bring the food from this table to those who are homebound or  
      hospitalized. God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With all the  
      saints we praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever.  
      God, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
P:  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of  
      your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;           
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God.   
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SENDING HYMN:  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”  #547 ELW 
vs. 1: Sent forth by God's blessing,  

our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended. 

Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 

your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

 

vs. 2: With praise and thanksgiving 

to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
our faith ever sharing, 

in love ever caring, 

embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, 

with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Send Me, Jesus”  set by Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


