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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

July 25, 2021 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman 

Preacher:  Scott Geister-Jones   Lector:  Sandy Grant 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Ushers: Hayden Abing, Nora Knoploh   Acolytes:  Kason Salonek 

Altar Flowers are given by Barb Entwistle in memory of Dick’s Birthday 

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of 
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with 
five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like 
it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the 
power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the 
world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Joyful, Joyful” 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of  
      miracles, the God of mercy. 
C:  Amen 
P:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  God, our provider, 
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C:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways  
      when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to 
      our own understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your  
      teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?   
      Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  
      Amen. 
P:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and  
      nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than  

      enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  you  
      are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
C:  Amen. 

Stand 
HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”  #533 ELW vs. 1 & 5 

vs. 1: Open now thy gates of beauty, 

Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty 

waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, 

filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

vs. 5: Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 

let thy will be done indeed; 

may I undisturbed draw near thee 

while thou dost thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

here is balm for all our woes. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 
LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
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      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Oh, Sing to the Lord”  #822 ELW vs. 1,2,5 

vs. 1: Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 

vs. 2: For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 

vs. 5: For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia! 

Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing  

     for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son  

     to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world,  

     through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

ANTHEM:  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
 
FIRST READING:  2 Kings 4:42-44 
42 One day a man arrived from Baal Shalishah. He brought the man of God twenty 
loaves of fresh-baked bread from the early harvest, along with a few apples from 
the orchard. Elisha said, “Pass it around to the people to eat.” 43 His servant said, 
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“For a hundred men? There’s not nearly enough!” Elisha said, “Just go ahead and 
do it. GOD says there’s plenty.” 44 And sure enough, there was. He passed around 
what he had—they not only ate, but had leftovers. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”  #510 ELW 

Word of God, come down on earth,  

living rain from heav'n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth 

faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 6th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 
6 1-4 After this, Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee (some call it Tiberias). A huge crowd 

followed him, attracted by the miracles they had seen him do among the sick. When he 

got to the other side, he climbed a hill and sat down, surrounded by his disciples. It was 

nearly time for the Feast of Passover, kept annually by the Jews. 5-6 When Jesus looked 

out and saw that a large crowd had arrived, he said to Philip, “Where can we buy bread 

to feed these people?” He said this to stretch Philip’s faith. He already knew what he was 

going to do. 7 Philip answered, “Two hundred silver pieces wouldn’t be enough to buy 

bread for each person to get a piece.” 8-9 One of the disciples—it was Andrew, brother 

to Simon Peter—said, “There’s a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. 

But that’s a drop in the bucket for a crowd like this.” 10-11 Jesus said, “Make the people 

sit down.” There was a nice carpet of green grass in this place. They sat down, about five 

thousand of them. Then Jesus took the bread and, having given thanks, gave it to those 

who were seated. He did the same with the fish. All ate as much as they wanted. 
12-13 When the people had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples, “Gather the leftovers 

so nothing is wasted.” They went to work and filled twelve large baskets with leftovers 

from the five barley loaves. 14-15 The people realized that God was at work among them 

in what Jesus had just done. They said, “This is the Prophet for sure, God’s Prophet right 

here in Galilee!” Jesus saw that in their enthusiasm, they were about to grab him and 

make him king, so he slipped off and went back up the mountain to be by himself. 
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16-21 In the evening his disciples went down to the sea, got in the boat, and headed back 

across the water to Capernaum. It had grown quite dark and Jesus had not yet returned. 

A huge wind blew up, churning the sea. They were maybe three or four miles out when 

they saw Jesus walking on the sea, quite near the boat. They were scared senseless, but 

he reassured them, “It’s me. It’s all right. Don’t be afraid.” So they took him on board. In 

no time they reached land—the exact spot they were headed to. 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON:  “The faithfulness of a few can serve a multitude” 

Stand 
HYMN:  “Praise and Thanksgiving”  #689 ELW 

vs. 1: Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 

for all things living, you have made good: 

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 

hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

 

vs. 2: God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 

that with our neighbor we may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 

harvesting, milling for daily bread. 

 

vs. 3: Father, providing food for your children, 

by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 

one with another, so that, rejoicing 

with us, all others may know your care. 

 

vs. 4: Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 

freely confessing your gracious hand. 

Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 

your love sustaining showers the land. 

 
 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
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 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the  
      church, the world, and all of creation. 
A Brief Silence 
P:  We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations.  
      Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who  
      accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all  
      people may know your loving works. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the  
      aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown  
      for the nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish  
      populations. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption  
      and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them  
      with a vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who  
      hunger are fed. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed  
     or underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without  
     health insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who  
     call to you for healing . Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve  
      those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for  
      ministry, assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all  
      their days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to  
      comprehend, with all the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  
      Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of  
      your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
  
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
Stand 
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

P:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 
upon you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
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C:  Thanks be to God.   
 
SENDING HYMN:  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”  #547 ELW 

vs. 1: Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

 

vs. 2: With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 
POSTLUDE: “By Your Hand You Feed Your People”  Haugen/Porter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


