United in Christ: Hope Now! Hope Always!
“Wait, Israel, for God! Wait with hope! Hope now! Hope always! Psalm 131:3

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
July 4, 2021
th
6 Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts
Lector: David Selbo
Ushers: Roger and Geri Slack
Tune your radio to FM 87.9 Technical Support: Thomas Lehr
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons.
Yet none of this power is unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his
disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that they will be dependent on
how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to
heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others.
The Spirit always operates in the “between”: between Jesus and his Abba,
between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and those to whom we
are sent.
CALL TO WORSHIP: “An American Medley” arr. Page 1st Class Ringers
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of
miracles, the God of mercy.
C: Amen
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God, our provider,
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C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to
our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.
P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than
enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you
are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
C: Amen.
Stand
HYMN: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” #888 ELW
vs. 1: O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain:
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.
vs. 2: O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life:
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
till all success be nobleness, and ev'ry gain divine.
vs. 3: O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears:
America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
LITANY
P: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
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P: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.
P: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Oh, Sing to the Lord” #822 ELW vs. 1,2,5
vs. 1: Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
vs. 2: For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
vs. 5: For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
For Jesus is Lord! Amen! Alleluia!
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of
your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may
faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Sit
ANTHEM: “The Folded Flag”
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1-7
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2 It said, “Son of man, stand up. I have something to say to you.” 2 The moment I
heard the voice, the Spirit entered me and put me on my feet. As he spoke to me,
I listened. 3-7 He said, “Son of man, I’m sending you to the family of Israel, a
rebellious nation if there ever was one. They and their ancestors have fomented
rebellion right up to the present. They’re a hard case, these people to whom I’m
sending you—hardened in their sin. Tell them, ‘This is the Message of GOD, the
Master.’ They are a defiant bunch. Whether or not they listen, at least they’ll
know that a prophet’s been here. But don’t be afraid of them, son of man, and
don’t be afraid of anything they say. Don’t be afraid when living among them is
like stepping on thorns or finding scorpions in your bed. Don’t be afraid of their
mean words or their hard looks. They’re a bunch of rebels. Your job is to speak to
them. Whether they listen is not your concern. They’re hardened rebels.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Stand
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” #510 ELW
Word of God, come down on earth,
living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;
Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 6th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13

6 1-2 He left there and returned to his hometown. His disciples came along. On the

Sabbath, he gave a lecture in the meeting place. He stole the show, impressing
everyone. “We had no idea he was this good!” they said. “How did he get so wise
all of a sudden, get such ability?” 3 But in the next breath they were cutting him
down: “He’s just a carpenter—Mary’s boy. We’ve known him since he was a kid.
We know his brothers, James, Justus, Jude, and Simon, and his sisters. Who does
he think he is?” They tripped over what little they knew about him and fell,
sprawling. And they never got any further. 4-6 Jesus told them, “A prophet has
little honor in his hometown, among his relatives, on the streets he played in as a
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child.” Jesus wasn’t able to do much of anything there—he laid hands on a few
sick people and healed them, that’s all. He couldn’t get over their stubbornness.
He left and made a circuit of the other villages, teaching. 7-8 Jesus called the
Twelve to him, and sent them out in pairs. He gave them authority and power to
deal with the evil opposition. He sent them off with these instructions: 8-9 “Don’t
think you need a lot of extra equipment for this. You are the equipment. No
special appeals for funds. Keep it simple. 10 “And no luxury inns. Get a modest
place and be content there until you leave. 11 “If you’re not welcomed, not
listened to, quietly withdraw. Don’t make a scene. Shrug your shoulders and be
on your way.” 12-13 Then they were on the road. They preached with joyful urgency
that life can be radically different; right and left they sent the demons packing;
they brought wellness to the sick, anointing their bodies, healing their spirits.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
SERMON
Stand
HYMN: “This is My Song” #887 ELW vs. 1 & 3
vs. 1: This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
vs. 3: This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms,
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you,
and hearts united learn to live as one.
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;
myself I give you; let your will be done.
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A Brief Silence
P: God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races,
ethnicities, and languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and
increase their faith, that your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you
thanks for the moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and
for all of the mysteries of the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your
mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from
all forms of spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in
our midst and deliver us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our
freedom for works of liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in
solidarity with the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give
courage to those who fear, and bring wholeness to those in need. Lord, in your
mercy,
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C: hear our prayer.
P: God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray
for our outreach ministries. Equip us as we leave this place to witness and
serve our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who
move us towards freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights,
community organizers, and all who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your
mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sit
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.
COMMUNION: “I Come With Joy”
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COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace until life everlasting.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the
world with your own life. In your name we pray.
C: Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS
Stand
BLESSING
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us ☩ be
upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!
SENDING HYMN: “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” #890 ELW vs. 1 & 3
vs. 1: Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:
his truth is marching on.
Refrain: Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
vs. 3: In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me.
As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
while God is marching on. Refrain
POSTLUDE: “Battle Hymn” set by Carlson
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