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“Super-Christian? Who Me?”
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones
I have been a fan of the Marvel Universe for years. The first super hero was
of course, Superman. He first appeared in a comic book in 1938 and had his
own TV show beginning in 1952. It is hard not to see his similarities to Jesus.
He came from somewhere other than earth. He was raised by Martha and
Jonathan Kent in Smallville, Kansas. Looks like Nazareth to me. He tried to
keep his identity a secret. That comes right out of Mark’s gospel. And his
mission was to fight against evil. That has Jesus written all over it.
Other characters were added. Some of the most well-known are Captain
America, Iron Man, Spiderman, the Hulk and Doctor Strange. The characters
were not born with their powers. They are acquired them in adulthood.
Spiderman was the exception. He was a teenager. Captain America’s came
from a WW II experiment to create the “super soldier” to fight Hitler, Tony
Stark’s from a suit he invented, Spiderman’s from the bite of a spider, Hulk’s
from an experiment gone awry and Doctor’s Strange’s opportunity comes
when he was forced to re-evaluate his career choice because of an accident
brought on by his own arrogance. The Super Heroes are “all too human.”
Captain America was squeaky clean, Tony Stark was too much of a loner,
Spiderman was a bit impulsive and the Hulk had anger issues.
On May 23rd we celebrate Pentecost. Pentecost happens 50 days after
Easter and celebrates the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon the infant church.
It is the gift of the Holy Spirit that gave Peter and the other disciples the
courage to stand up in public and share the good news of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. It is the Spirit that gave Peter the audacity to stand before
“everybody who was anybody in Jerusalem and tell them the truth. “You
crucified Jesus. God raised him from the dead.” It was that same Spirit that
sent Thomas to far off India and Paul to Rome. Peter and Thomas at times
were all too human. Peter continually put his foot in his mouth and Thomas
was not quick to believe what others told him. They too were “all too human.”
But humans are the very people that Jesus chooses to continue his mission
and ministry on earth.
(Continued on page 2)

“Super-Christian? Who Me?” (continued)
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones
We too are “all too human,” but Jesus continues to choose us to continue his mission and
ministry here on earth. And Jesus continues to pour out upon us the gift of the Holy Spirit to
do just that. It is the gift of that Spirit that we can credit any “Super Christian” powers. The
Apostle Paul never took credit for what he accomplished. He knew that power came from God
and God alone.

May 2021 Worship Schedule
Drive-In services at 8 and 9:15 a.m. The 8:00 a.m. service is
live streamed.
Sunday, May 2 – Worship with Holy Communion: The 4th
graders who were unable to attend worship on Maundy
Thursday will be recognized and celebrate their first
communion. The three kids participating are: Adelaide
Borchert, Charles “Charlie” Brabender, and Elaine “Lainey”
Conant.
Sunday, May 9 - Mother’s Day: Sophie Geister-Jones is our
guest preacher and the Three Year Olds receive their first
Bibles . Kids who were born between 9/01/17 and 8/30/18
which would mean that they were three by 9/1/2021 would
fall into this category.
Sunday, May 16 – Syttende Mai Worship at Both Services:
That means the old black book liturgy, a little Norwegian
spoken, Norwegian folk music, recordings of the Grieg
Chorus and a visit from the King and Queen, Randy and
Donna Olson. Everyone wear your bunads and we will
parade around the parking lot.
Sunday, May 23 – A Pentecost Celebration
Sunday, May 30 – At the 9:15 a.m. Drive-In Service our
graduating seniors will be celebrated. Scholarships
will also be awarded.

Mark your calendars!
We will have a Drive-In Congregational Meeting
on Sunday June 6th
When: After both the 8:00 AM and 9:15 AM Drive-In services.
Where: In the Church Parking Lot.
How: Tune your radios to FM 87.9
The meeting will take approximately 5 to 10 minutes. The meetings
purpose is to nominate and vote on new members of the council. To
replace members whose terms have expired.
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Join us Sunday, May 16th for a

Norwegian Drive-In Worship
Christ Lutheran Church
700 County Road B

8 and 9:15 a.m.

Special Syttende Mai Take-Out Meal:
Enjoy the Foods Norwegians Love
Something Special for Syttende Mai
Christ Lutheran Church
700 County Road B
Drive-Thru Take-Out Meal
Sunday, May 16th
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Cost: $12
Menu: 5 Meatballs, Gravy and Mashed Potatoes, Norwegian Red Cabbage, Cucumber Salad,
Swedish Rye Bread, 1 Sheet of Lefse, Rømmegrøt, 2 Krumkake, 1 Rosette, 1 Sandbakkel and 1
Fattigmann.
Reservations are required. To make a reservation call the church office (873-9353)
Tuesdays- Fridays between 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. You may also e-mail Gloria Hayne, Pastor
Paula or Jen Hoffman at gahayne@clcstoughton.org, pastorpaula@clcsstoughton.org or
JennyH@clcstoughton.org.
To pick up your meal drive up to the front door, give your name and the number of meals
you ordered, pay and drive to the East Door (Sunday School Door). Youth will deliver your meal to
your car. Outdoor seating provided on the picnic tables in the backyard.

Syttende Mai
Silent Auction Fundraiser

Christ Lutheran Youth Mission Trip
Bids will be accepted through May 16th at 10:00 a.m. To make a bid call the church office at
873-9353, Tuesdays – Fridays, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. or walk in and sign the sheet. See
Listings of items on page 10.
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Dick and Sue Severn
By Diane Matson
Ah, college life. Remember the days when campus dorms were
either “all men” or “all women”? Days of coed living weren’t on
anyone’s radar. Thus, the invention of the Dorm Open House,
where guests, family members, and potential students could
mix, mingle,……and meet! And that’s where Madison native
Dick Severn first met a “Girl named Sue” from Kenosha. In
June the Severn’s will be celebrating 56 years of marriage.
They became parents of two: son Rick, a Major Accounts Exec
at Spectrum Enterprises, and daughter Stephanie, a Project
Controls Assistant with Realtime Utility Engineers. Soon to join
the family were grandsons Colin, a newly minted EMT with
Middleton’s emergency services team, and Keagan, a student
at Viterbo who is a member of his college basketball team.
Residents of the Town of Dunn since 2002, Dick and Sue were
members of Bethel Lutheran in Madison for 45 years, where
Dick was an usher for 34 of those years. They’ve been members of Christ Lutheran since
they joined on February 21, 2014, where Sue quickly found the Christ Lutheran quilters, a
hobby favorite. Dick uses his photography skills to participate in the “Find a Grave” project,
photographing headstones and documenting their locations to help family members locate
the final resting places of their ancestors. Ever diverse in his interests, Dick also shyly
shares that in his “younger years” he at one time worked in every bar on State Street!
Retired since 1999, Sue spent her career in the insurance industry, filling clerical, accounting
and auditing positions with WPS, Cuna Mutual, and American States Insurance. Dick’s
retirement path was less direct. Having received both a BS and MS in Structural Engineering
from UW Madison, he first “retired” from his own firm in 2009, only to “unretire” at the
request of 4 clients, resulting in him joining JSD, Inc. in Verona. He “retired” again in January
of 2020. Still unable to ignore “projects”, Dick has completed an additional 10 of them for
one former client since his last official retirement. He shares that his favorite assignment was
one working with Bart Starr on the Green Bay Packers’ practice facility, while an out-of-state
challenge was designing 2-story press bases for Heidelberg Press in Connecticut.

In their spare time, the Severn’s enjoy days spent at Red Cedar Lake, driving the back roads
of Wisconsin, and attending hockey games. The Grand Cayman Islands are a favorite
vacation spot.
Friends and fellowship lured Dick and Sue to Christ Lutheran. When we return again to
indoor services, you will find them in the Mana Café for coffee time, followed by attendance
at 8:00 worship, right center section J. Welcome Severn’s! We’re glad you’re here.
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By Sophie Geister-Jones, Taylor Olson, and Haley Plucheck
Along the coast of California, giant beasts tower over the rest of creation and stretch towards the
sky. These lofty redwoods stand tall—reaching higher than 350 feet—yet their roots lie only a mere eight
to twelve feet beneath the earth. Those roots defy gravity by spreading up to a hundred feet in any
direction and becoming entangled with their neighbors near and far. This intertwined and supportive
community allowing redwoods to stand tall, is much like the powerful body of Christ. That body is made
not of one, but many, and those unique individuals are necessary to support the whole community. The
web that connects these individuals is created by both virtual, or Spirit-filled, relations that transcends
boundaries and what is visible, as well as incarnate relations of who is physically surrounding them. This
is something, I believe, we’ve all become acquainted with this last year.
In Deanna Thompson’s book, The Virtual Body of Christ in a Suffering World, she illustrates that
the body of Christ is not limited to the connections of those in our physical proximity, but also permeates
to those we are connected to in “virtual” or online relationships. One Canadian clergy citicitized that idea
and believed that “...that virtual presence [of the body of Christ] is not just a lesser form of presence but is,
in fact, detrimental to the church being the church.” But when someone translates this Canadian clergy’s
idea into who or what God is, it negates the Holy Spirit, the member of the triune relationship that cannot
be seen, but rather flows within each of us and extends between our connections with others. God
Incarnate as Christ does not exist without the presence of the Spirit, but the two coexist with the Mother/
Father. This is the same with our lives online, because being present virtually “never actually negates our
offline existence.”
The Holy Spirit constantly flowing and moving through people in words and actions causes us to
reevaluate what it means to be a Christian and what it means to be a church. In a tech-driven world, with
sites like CaringBridge, Tumblr, Facebook and Twitter (to name a few), the questions of how to properly
minister and live as a Christian are trickier and more convoluted. The answer, as Thompson discovers, is
to turn to the idea and embodiment of a universal church. The church has never been about the building,
but in this day and age, with a pandemic stalling traditional worship and technology hurtling forward, it is
necessary to expand one’s perspective from the traditional community within the building and look at “the
church as more than simply a local phenomenon.” Church is community—it is relational—and in the
absence of God incarnate, the church’s responsibility is to be the body of Christ, whether in person or in a
more spiritual, universal way. This idea of a virtual, universal body of Christ isn’t new or shocking—
1 Corinthians 12:12 states that we are one body but many parts, and, as Thompson reminds readers,
“Paul’s radical, unconventional vision of church has not just been about local communities of faith but also
about what I am calling the virtual body of Christ, a body that is wedded to but also transcends specific,
individual incarnations of church.” A virtual body of Christ allows the Christian tradition to be stronger and
more present in the lives of people everywhere. It allows ministry to marginalized populations that before
didn’t receive the support they needed. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German theologian, said, “The exclusion of
the weak and insignificant, the seemingly useless people, from everyday Christian life in community may
actually mean the exclusion of Christ.” The introduction of the internet allows us to break down barriers
that once existed and live in and as a larger, more expansive church. It reiterates the fact that “Christians
remain linked to one another beyond the boundaries of their own local church communities or even their
wider church bodies,” and proves once again that the church is the people and the relationships and
community built between them.
While nobody will refute that in-person relationships are important, crossing the border into virtual
relationships often means crossing the border into more diverse relationships. Thompson commented on
(Continued on page 6)
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the various relationships she has online saying, “whether they be Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Native
American, or no faith at all. My social networks reflect a growing reality for twenty-first-century persons: that
our networks are more diverse than they used to be. And with the expansion of our social networks into
cyberspaces, the potential for networks with diverse religious beliefs continues to increase.”
Just like roots can represent the expansive body of Christ, so can the actual tree itself. Inside the
trunk and branches are meristems—lateral and apical—responsible for controlling outward and upward
growth, respectively. In times of trauma, like if a tree was to get struck by lightning, the meristems continue
growing the tree. If for some reason an apical meristem gets damaged and can’t survive, lateral meristems
are able to step in and facilitate upward growth. Just as the meristems are adaptable and help the tree
survive, it is the virtual body of Christ that adapts and helps the church and individuals survive—beyond all
barriers or perceived blocks. Technology has helped us transcend the traditional idea of community. A tree
is more than its branches and leaves, a tree is the boundless root system and the meristems. A church,
similarly, is more than just the people that show up every Sunday, a church is every person in the body of
Christ, regardless of any barriers.

By Roger Slack
Paul’s 2nd Corinthians is a very personal letter that follows up on what he wrote prior to this letter and
sent with Titus as his courier and minister to assist them with understanding what they needed to learn
and do. As I read it I could not help but feel that he really felt like they were his children and that he
wanted to help them get to know Christ in the same way he did after seeing Jesus on the road to
Damascus. Everywhere Paul went, there were men who thought of the new Christians as modified Jews.
Circumcision and the Old Testament Jewish law were expected to be front and center in their lives.
Unfortunately these men were very eloquent, more so than Paul, and as a result conned the new church
that Paul had left some things out. Their message was a “gospel” of works that a person needed to do to
be right in the sight of God. It must have been hard for Paul to move on to the next city or town as he felt
he needed to share the Gospel of Jesus with them also. In his letter, Paul encourages them, corrects
their way of thinking and engages in what he calls foolishness, as he compares his credentials to these
other false “apostles”. You can just feel how much he loves them.
I want to relay a story I have from my youth of a question I had that was answered for me in 2nd
Corinthians. I was a sophomore in college, 19 maybe 20. In those years about 1 in 4 marriages ended in
divorce. I wondered in the back of my mind, how do I know for sure if I really loved a girl or if it was just
infatuation that would eventually fade. It was something I didn’t want to get wrong and it really bothered
me. There was a girl that I was friends with that told me about an adult Bible class that met when the
church’s Sunday School classes would meet. She said it was really good and wanted me to go. I was
somewhat reluctant but she was persistent. “Cmon………..Cmon………Cmon………….Cmon”. I started
to laugh and eventually said “Ooooooh all right”. I’m really glad that I did. It was sort of a “Mutt and Jeff”
class. There were about six sixty-five to seventy-five year old men and women and about six college
kids. Surprisingly it worked. I don’t have a clue of what the lesson was about, but about half way through
was the verse 2nd Corinthians 8:9. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.” It wasn’t like
the traditional light bulb clicked on, it was more like a flood light. It was as if God said, “You want to know
if you love someone, that is it.” I had been looking at it wrong and that verse made so much sense.
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We Made Our Goal!!!
We collected OVER 3 tons of food for the Stoughton Food Pantry. Well done
good and faithful servants.
Our goal was $6000 or pounds. We raised $6200 in cash and 231.27
pounds of food for a grand total of $6431.27.

GLOBAL HEALTH MINISTRY KITS
It’s spring so it must be time to collect for Global Health Ministries. There is a
table in the Narthex of the church on which you may place items you would
like to donate for the kits. We will collect items onTuesday – Fridays between
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. On Sundays you may just hand the items to the
ushers as you drive in for services. Items will be collected through the month
of May, then assembled and driven up to St. Paul to the warehouse.
HOSPICE KITS
New or gently used items:
1 regular size bath towel
1 wash cloth
New items:
1 bath-size bar of hand soap (wrapped) - any brand
1 toothbrush, single & in original packaging
toothpaste (size medium or large, or two small sample size - any brand)
"pick" comb
nail clipper
Band-Aids
jar or tube of petroleum jelly, 4 oz or more
1 pair of heavy-duty household gloves (kitchen type, size medium)
1 small devotional booklet ("Portals of Prayer" or "Christ in our Home")
NEW BORN KITS
(Please use new or clean used items in excellent condition)
36" square muslin or sheeting - not necessary to hem
regular size bath towel. New or gently used. No longer than 48 inches
wash cloth
bath-size bar white Ivory soap
newborn stocking cap (keep hand knit ones small, use baby yarn)
small baby shirt, size 0-3 or newborn
receiving blanket (approx. 30" x 30")
cloth diapers
2 diaper pins

It is that time of year again. Kids will be graduating from school soon. If you are
interested in getting a Custom Graduation Card with your graduates name and the
school that they are graduating from please contact the church office and let Gloria
know the name of the person and the school that they attend. Cards will be $3.00
each . Call the office from 8:30 to 4:00 pm at 608-873-9353.
Christ Lutheran Church
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Continuing through May – An Adult Book Study on
“The Five People You Meet in Heaven” by Mitch Albom
Thursdays 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Café
We didn’t get far at our first gathering. It is going to take more than
three sessions, so we will continue in May until we are done with the
book.

Senior and Old Soul Excursions
Senior Outing: How about a Pontoon Ride?
Thursday, June 17
11:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m.
Approximate Cost: $20
Pack a lunch. We will meet at the church at 11:30 a.m.,
enjoy our packed lunches in Marshall Park, Middleton
and board the pontoons for a 2 hour tour of Lake
Mendota at 1:00 p.m. After the pontoon ride we will load
up the cars and head home. I am hoping for a nice sunny day with a gentle breeze. Call the church
office to sign up. Please sign up by the end of May so the boats can be reserved in a timely manner.

Christ Lutheran’s …
Senior and “Old Souls” Trip to the Southwest
Monday, October 11th – Sunday, October 17th
Group Leaders: Pastor Paula and Jen Hoffman
Approximate Cost: $1300 (Meals not included)
A $100 deposit is required when you sign up. Flight reservations need to be
made. You must sign up by May 30.
Temperature Range: 61 – 70 degrees
Jackets will be needed to stay comfortable in the evenings.
Monday October 11th: Depart for Phoenix visit Montezuma Castle National Monument,
Downtown Sedona, Chapel of the Holy Cross and stay in Williams Arizona the next two
nights.

Tuesday October 12th: Train ride to the south side of the Grand Canyon
Wednesday October 13th: Depart Williams, Arizona for Chinle, Arizona
Thursday October 14th: 4 hour guided tour through Canyon De Chelly with a Navajo
Guide by jeep
Friday October 15th: Guided tour of Acoma Pueblo by bus then travel to Santé Fe for
the night
Saturday October 16th: Visit to Los Alamos and then explore Santé Fe
Sunday October 17th: Enjoy more of Santé Fe and depart for Madison
For more information and specifics for every day of the trip please stop in and pick up a flyer
at the information desk in the Narthex.
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NEWS YOUTH CAN USE

On April 6th the kids were invited to participate in an Easter Egg hunt. The weather that day was perfect
and we had the younger kids meet on one part of the church lawn and we had older kids meet in the backyard. The kids came to church at 9:00 AM and hunted for eggs. Once they collected the eggs they turned
them in for a treat bag that included candy, stickers, Easter themed tattoos and Easter themed crafts and
activities. Here are a few photos of the kids doing their Easter Egg Hunt.

This last month we have tried a few different things during Sunday school. For Palm
Sunday we had the kids work in two groups. The kids from Pre-Kindergarten to 2nd Grade
did a seek and find game to learn more about Holy week and the 3rd through 8th Graders
did an escape room where they had to solve puzzles to get the key to heaven.
One Sunday April 18th all of the kids from Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade worked
together to complete a mission. They were secret agents and their mission was to figure out
how they would tell people about Jesus and his love for us. The kids then went on an
outdoor adventure to find the people that were searching. The adventure lead them through and outdoor
obstacle course, they then made binoculars to help them in their search and then they completed their mission by
making suitcases that included things to take on their trip and the bible verse for the week which was “Go and
Make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:19. The kids ideas for sharing the good news were anything from
making cards, giving people the Bible, bringing people to church to making a video and sharing it online. The
kids talked about telling people about all of the things that Jesus has done for them and sharing their knowledge
from what they learned in the Bible. It was fun and the kids showed how much they have learned this year.

These 4th Graders took their first communion on April 1st at the Maundy Thursday service. The kids taking
their first communion are: Brady Sickles, Jackson Kojo, Addalyn Swain, Lila Yellowbird, and Benjamin Davie.
Christ Lutheran Church
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Syttende Mai
Silent Auction Fundraiser
th

Christ Lutheran Youth Mission Trip

Bids will be accepted through May 16 at 10:00 a.m. To make a bid call the church office at 873-9353,
Tuesdays – Fridays, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. or walk in and sign the sheet.

From Conant Automotive a Kamado Joe 18” Classic III 18 inch Charcoal Grill and
Smoker
This retails for $1800. Bids start at $400.
With the Kamado Joe Classic III, achieve classic charcoal flavor every time you grill,
smoke, roast or bake. The Classic III has a cooking range of 225ºF to over 750ºF. This 18"
diameter grill has everything you need to start grilling now. In the box, you will find the grill,
cart, hyperbolic smoke chamber, 3-tier divide & conquer cooking system, stainless steel
charcoal basket, folding aluminum side shelves, grill gripper, and ash tool. Other ceramic
grill brands charge per item while Kamado Joe includes every necessary item in the box.
From Stoughton Family Dental – Everything You Need for White Teeth
$500-Value. Bids start at $200
Included in this Silent Auction Item is a pack of Crest #D WHITE
Whitestrips valued at $75, an Oral B Pro 3000 Electric
Toothbrush valued at $90 and a Free Teeth Whitening from Stoughton
Family Dental. That means custom made trays with whitening
materials valued at $350.

From Maple Bluff Country Club in Madison Wisconsin 18 Holes of Golf for 4
This item is worth $400 plus. Bids start at $200.
Maple Bluff is one of the oldest and finest golf clubs in Wisconsin, It has a rich
history that dates back to 1899. Today our 18 hole, 6,402 yard (par 71) course is a
mature, beautifully manicured and challenging layout considered one of the finest
and most beautifully maintained golf courses in the Midwest.
And once again John and Barb Iverson are offering a 5 Hour
Charter Fishing Experience on Lake Michigan for 6.
John Iverson will be your captain.
A $450 Value. Bids start at $200

Something for the entire family.
A $250 Gift Voucher for games and toys from PlayMonster.
Bids start at $100.
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Endowment Foundation
In Memory of:
Gift
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Memorials
In Memory of:
Louise Kluge
Joyce Harnack
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge
Louise Kluge

From:
Audra Dalsoren
Myron and Mary Sime
Roger and Judie Nitzsche
Nancy Holzhuter
Ann Nelson
Steve and Peggy Schuett
From:
Mark & Vicki Ballweg
Howard & Harriet Nelson
Rick and Jan Davie
Barbara Entwistle
Cindy Flory
Scott and Paula-Geister Jones
Colleen Gregorich
John and Carolyn Hanson
Steve and Alice Hendrickson
Mark and Ruth Hilbo
Gloria Hayne
Evelyn Kahl
Dwight and Debra Pautz
Doug and Pat Peterson
Gerry Ross
Mike and Brenda Sherry
Eric Smedal
Edie Tholo
Gladys Thompson
Rodney and Linda Trunzo
Roger and Joyce Utermark
Family and Friends

March 27th – Robert Lestor Harrison

“Christ In Our Home,” daily
devotional booklets large and
small print for April, May and
June are available.

A big thank you to everyone that donated to the Lawnmower fund. We were
able to raise all of the money that was needed to purchase two new riding
mowers. The volunteer crew that mows the lawns for us each summer and
especially Don Franklin that heads up and organizes the lawn mowing crew is
grateful to the congregation for your support. The new machines are much
better at cutting the grass and provide a more comfortable mowing
experience for our volunteers. The congregation put in a great effort and
raised money in time for us to have two machines to use this summer!
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“So we are ambassadors for
Christ…” 2 Corinthians 5:20
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