United in Christ: Hope Now! Hope Always!
“Wait, Israel, for God! Wait with hope! Hope now! Hope always! Psalm 131:3

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
May 30, 2021
The Holy Trinity
Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts
Viola: Tracy Becker Clarinet: Richard MacDonald
Lector: Scott Geister-Jones (8:00 a.m. & 9:15 a.m.)
Ushers: Myron Sime, Dan Matson (8:00 a.m.)
Tune your radio to FM 87.9 Technical Support: Thomas Lehr
When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond,
before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is
reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an
everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and
God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.
CALL TO WORSHIP:’’”Siyahamba – I’m Gonna Sing” 1st Class Ringers
set by Waldrop
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God or
miracles, the God of mercy.
C: Amen.
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God, our provider,
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your
ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn
to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at
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your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we
turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.
P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than
enough. Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you
are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
C: Amen.
HYMN: “Holy, Holy, Holy” #413 ELW vss. 1, 2, 4
vs. 1: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
vs. 2: Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.
vs. 4: Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
LITANY
P: You are the treasured people of the Lord,
C: a people holy to the Lord our God.
P: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you
lie down and when you rise.
P: One does not live by bread alone,
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C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Come, Join the Dance of the Trinity” #412 ELW vss. 1 & 4
vs. 1: Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun—
the interweaving of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
The universe of space and time did not arise by chance,
but as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance.
vs. 4: Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun,
we sing the praises of the Three, the Father, Spirit, Son.
Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope set free,
to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Threein-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast
in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
ANTHEM: “Spirit, Open My Heart”
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-8
5 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a
vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it
with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as
well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.
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“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. 4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for
it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? 5 Now I will tell you
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what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it will be
destroyed; I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. 6 I will make it a
wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there.
I will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty
is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he delighted in. And
he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of
distress. 8 Woe to you who add house to house and join field to field till no space
is left and you live alone in the land
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” #512 ELW
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
The Gospel is announced…
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 3rd Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 3:1-18
3 1-2 There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a prominent leader
among the Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we all
know you’re a teacher straight from God. No one could do all the Godpointing, God-revealing acts you do if God weren’t in on it.” 3 Jesus said,
“You’re absolutely right. Take it from me: Unless a person is born from
above, it’s not possible to see what I’m pointing to—to God’s kingdom.”
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“How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born who has already been born
and grown up? You can’t re-enter your mother’s womb and be born again.
What are you saying with this ‘born-from-above’ talk?” 5-6 Jesus said,
“You’re not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a person submits to this
original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’ creation, the invisible
moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s not possible to enter
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God’s kingdom. When you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look
at and touch. But the person who takes shape within is formed by
something you can’t see and touch—the Spirit—and becomes a living
spirit. 7-8 “So don’t be so surprised when I tell you that you have to be ‘born
from above’—out of this world, so to speak. You know well enough how
the wind blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but
you have no idea where it comes from or where it’s headed next. That’s the
way it is with everyone ‘born from above’ by the wind of God, the Spirit of
God.” 9 Nicodemus asked, “What do you mean by this? How does this
happen?” 10-12 Jesus said, “You’re a respected teacher of Israel and you
don’t know these basics? Listen carefully. I’m speaking sober truth to you. I
speak only of what I know by experience; I give witness only to what I have
seen with my own eyes. There is nothing secondhand here, no hearsay. Yet
instead of facing the evidence and accepting it, you procrastinate with
questions. If I tell you things that are plain as the hand before your face and
you don’t believe me, what use is there in telling you of things you can’t
see, the things of God? 13-15 “No one has ever gone up into the presence of
God except the One who came down from that Presence, the Son of Man.
In the same way that Moses lifted the serpent in the desert so people could
have something to see and then believe, it is necessary for the Son of Man
to be lifted up—and everyone who looks up to him, trusting and expectant,
will gain a real life, eternal life. 16-18 “This is how much God loved the world:
He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need
be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.
God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an
accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put
the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who
refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without
knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the oneof-a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
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HYMN: “Borning Cry” #732 ELW
Vs. 1: "I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well;
in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell."
vs. 2: "When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on;
you were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun."
vs. 3: "In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been, with just one more surprise."
vs.4: "I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold."
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
P: We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and renew
us, that we may be reborn once again through the waters of baptism and the
blowing wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar and
oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they work
towards a world where all of your children enjoy peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and survivors of
trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or any other mental
health concerns. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for this worshiping community, that the splendor of your majesty and
the holiness of your mystery may be glorified through our worship and our
relationships with one another. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith. We
remember also those whose lives have been lost due to the horrors of war.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
C: Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS/HONORING SENIORS, PRESENTATON OF SCHOLARSHIPS
The flowers are in honor of the graduates. They are given by Roger and Joyce
Utermark in honor of their Wedding Anniversary.
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, + be
upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.
Honk your horns one last time.
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.
SENDING HYMN: “Go, My Children with My Blessing” #543 ELW
vs. 1: “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”
vs. 2: “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”
vs. 3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”
POSTLUDE: “Praise the Lord, Rise Up”
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