United in Christ: Hope Now! Hope Always!
“Wait, Israel, for God! Wait with hope! Hope now! Hope always! Psalm 131:3

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
May 23, 2021
Day of Pentecost
Pastor: Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman
Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts Clarinet: Richard MacDonald
Lector: Sue Weum (8:00 a.m.) Jenny Hoffman (9:15 a.m.)
Ushers: Sue Walls, Sharon Manson (8:00 a.m.)
Tune your radio to FM 87.9 Technical Support: Thomas Lehr
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the
wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of
different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his
disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit
reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same
Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to
share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.
CALL TO WORSHIP: “Day By Day” set by Sedio
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source
of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to
the one who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Fountain of living water,
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C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love
of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and
God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus
C: Amen.
HYMN: “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” #400 ELW vss. 1,2,4
vs. 1: God of tempest, God of whirlwind, as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort; past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service, there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!
vs. 2: God of blazing, God of burning, all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ's living Body, let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice, kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!
vs. 4: God of passion, God unsleeping, stir in us love's restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish, may we share your heart's distress.
Rouse us from content with evil; claim us for your kingdom's work,
claim us for your kingdom's work!
GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
LITANY
P: The word is near you,
C: on your lips and in your heart.
P: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
C: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.
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P: Faith comes from what is heard,
C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
HYMN OF PRAISE: “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” #401 ELW
Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, fashion us all anew.
It's your leading that we're needing, help us to follow you.
Refrain: Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
C: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to
the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
ANTHEM: “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” Getty/Townend
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
2 1-4 When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Without warning there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could
tell where it came from. It filled the whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy
Spirit spread through their ranks, and they started speaking in a number of
different languages as the Spirit prompted them. 5-11 There were many Jews
staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world. When they
heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after
another, their own mother tongues being spoken, they were blown away. They
couldn’t for the life of them figure out what was going on, and kept saying,
“Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing them talk in our various
mother tongues? Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; Visitors from Mesopotamia,
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Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene; Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes; Even Cretans and Arabs! “They’re speaking our languages, describing
God’s mighty works!” 12 Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or
tail of any of it. They talked back and forth, confused: “What’s going on here?”
13
Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.” 14-21 That’s when Peter stood up
and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: “Fellow Jews, all of
you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this story straight. These
people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—
it’s only nine o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel announced
would happen: “In the Last Days,” God says, “I will pour out my Spirit on every
kind of people: Your sons will prophesy, also your daughters; your young men will
see visions, your old men dream dreams. When the time comes, I’ll pour out my
Spirit. On those who serve me, men and women both, and they’ll prophesy. I’ll set
wonders in the sky above and signs on the earth below, Blood and fire and
billowing smoke, the sun turning black and the moon blood-red, Before the Day of
the Lord arrives, the Day tremendous and marvelous; And whoever calls out for
help to me, God, will be saved.”
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL CANTICLE: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” #512 ELW
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
The Gospel is announced…
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
26-27
“When the Friend I plan to send you from the Father comes—the Spirit of
Truth issuing from the Father—he will confirm everything about me. You, too,
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from your side must give your confirming evidence, since you are in this with me
from the start.” 16 4-7 “I didn’t tell you this earlier because I was with you every
day. But now I am on my way to the One who sent me. Not one of you has asked,
‘Where are you going?’ Instead, the longer I’ve talked, the sadder you’ve become.
So let me say it again, this truth: It’s better for you that I leave. If I don’t leave, the
Friend won’t come. But if I go, I’ll send him to you. 8-11 “When he comes, he’ll
expose the error of the godless world’s view of sin, righteousness, and judgment:
He’ll show them that their refusal to believe in me is their basic sin; that
righteousness comes from above, where I am with the Father, out of their sight
and control; that judgment takes place as the ruler of this godless world is
brought to trial and convicted. 12-15 “I still have many things to tell you, but you
can’t handle them now. But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he
will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is. He won’t draw
attention to himself, but will make sense out of what is about to happen and,
indeed, out of all that I have done and said. He will honor me; he will take from
me and deliver it to you. Everything the Father has is also mine. That is why I’ve
said, ‘He takes from me and delivers to you.’
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN: “O Living Breath of God” #407 ELW vss. 1,2,3
vs. 1: O living Breath of God, wind at the beginning upon the waters;
O living Breath of God, bearing the creation to wondrous birth;
Refrain
Come now, and fill our spirits; pour out your gifts abundant.
O living Breath of God, Holy Spirit, breathe in us as we pray.
vs. 2 O living Breath of God, by whose pow'r the Son came to birth among us;
O living Breath of God, who to the creation gives life a new; Refrain
vs. 3 O living Breath of God, bearing us to life through baptismal waters;
O living Breath of God, sighing with creation for freedom's birth; Refrain
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HOLY BAPTISM (9:15 a.m.)
APOSTLE’S CREED (8:00 a.m.)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A Brief Silence
P: Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many and
varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning
and dreaming, that it may discover anew the Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of
your creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand and give
them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the face of the
earth. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different
languages proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders
of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your gracious will in the
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C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

lives of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of
our hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all
who are in any need this day. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of love, fill this congregation (name) with gratitude for the gifts we have
received from you. Renew our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us to
the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We
give you thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of
your saints. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, O Lord, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Honk your horns to greet one another.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
ANOUNCEMENTS
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BLESSING
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the
risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
C: Amen.
Honk your horns one last time.
P:
C:
P:
C:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

SENDING HYMN: “Spirit of Gentleness” vss. 1,& 4
Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.
vs. 1: You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." Refrain
vs. 4: You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain
POSTLUDE: “O Day Full of Grace” Weyso/Organ
BAPTIZED TODAY: Hudson James Briggs, son of Sam and Colleen Briggs. His
sponsors are Brandon Garfoot and Madie Briggs.
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