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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

April 25, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman  

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts    Viola:  Tracy Becker 

Guitars:  Wendy Olson, Draydon Skaar 

Lector: Mike Warwick (8:00 a.m.) Roger Slack (9:15 a.m.) 

Ushers: Sue Walls, Sharon Manson (8:00 a.m.)   

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 
 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It 
is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual 
knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s 
willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates 
what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our 
wealth with any sibling in need. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Creation Sings”  Townend & Getty 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source  
      of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C:  Amen.  
P:  God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to  
      the one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  Fountain of living water, 
C:  pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  
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      Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your  
      cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as  
      healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen 
P:  Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love  

      of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and  
      God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus 
C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  #385 ELW  vss. 1 & 3 

Vs. 1: Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our king! 

To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Vs. 3: Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life, which cannot die, 

and sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”  #380 ELW  

Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; 

from the gloomy halls of death Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 

bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise. 
 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
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C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us  

      into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be  

      whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the  

      Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM: “Shepherd Me, O God”  Haugen/Hayes 

FIRST LESSON: Acts 4:5-12   5-7 The next day a meeting was called in Jerusalem. 
The rulers, religious leaders, religion scholars, Annas the Chief Priest, Caiaphas, 
John, Alexander—everybody who was anybody was there. They stood Peter and 
John in the middle of the room and grilled them: “Who put you in charge here? 
What business do you have doing this?” 8-12 With that, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, 
let loose: “Rulers and leaders of the people, if we have been brought to trial today 
for helping a sick man, put under investigation regarding this healing, I’ll be 
completely frank with you—we have nothing to hide. By the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, the One you killed on a cross, the One God raised from the dead, by 
means of his name this man stands before you healthy and whole. Jesus is ‘the 
stone you masons threw out, which is now the cornerstone.’ Salvation comes no 
other way; no other name has been or will be given to us by which we can be 
saved, only this one.” 

L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Now the Green Blade Rises”  #379 ELW 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
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GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
11-13 “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd puts the sheep before himself, 

sacrifices himself if necessary. A hired man is not a real shepherd. The sheep mean 

nothing to him. He sees a wolf come and runs for it, leaving the sheep to be ravaged 

and scattered by the wolf. He’s only in it for the money. The sheep don’t matter to him. 
14-18 “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my own sheep and my own sheep know me. In 

the same way, the Father knows me and I know the Father. I put the sheep before 

myself, sacrificing myself if necessary. You need to know that I have other sheep in 

addition to those in this pen. I need to gather and bring them, too. They’ll also 

recognize my voice. Then it will be one flock, one Shepherd. This is why the Father loves 

me: because I freely lay down my life. And so I am free to take it up again. No one takes 

it from me. I lay it down of my own free will. I have the right to lay it down; I also have 

the right to take it up again. I received this authority personally from my Father.” 

 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “Lamb of God”  #336 ELW HYMN:  “Lamb of God”  #336 ELW  vss. 1,2,3 

vs. 1:  Your only Son, no sin to hide,  

but you have sent him from your side  

to walk upon this guilty sod 

 and to become the Lamb of God. 

 

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God  

I love the holy Lamb of God.  

O wash me in your precious blood,  

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

vs. 2:  Your gift of love we crucified.  

We laughed and scorned him as he died.  

The humble king we named a fraud  

and sacrificed the Lamb of God.  Refrain. 

 

vs. 3:  I was so lost, I should have died,   

but you have brought me to your side  
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to be led by your staff and rod  

and to be called a lamb of God.  Refrain. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
Honk your horns after each petition. 
P:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers  
      before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A Brief Silence. 
P:  Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls  
      us to your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that  
      we bear witness to your expansive love. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy.  
      Restore your creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and  
      wilderness, may abound with life. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into  
      the hearts of all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to  
      overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. 
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C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move  
      us with your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need. Help us  
      love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life  
      together and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and  
      opportunities, fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance  
      of resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you.  
      Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your  
      never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 
P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 

risen Lord Jesus.  The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
Honk your horns one last time. 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”  #789 ELW  vss. 1,2,3 

vs. 1:  Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 

In your pleasant pastures feed us, for our use your fold prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us; we are yours. 

 

vs. 2:  We are yours; in love befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 

keep your flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear us children when we pray. 

 

vs. 3: You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 

you have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Terra Patris”  Sheppard/Barnhouse 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


