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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

April 11, 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman  

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Lector: David Selbo (8:00 a.m.)  Moses Harris (9:15 a.m.)  

Ushers: Myron Sime, Dan Matson (8:00 a.m.)   

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery 
of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather 
with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With 
Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken 
bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open 
doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in 
need. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “This Joyful Eastertide”  set by Young  1st Class Ringers 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source  
      of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C:  Amen.  
P:  God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to  
      the one who is full of compassion. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P:  Fountain of living water, 
C:  pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  
      Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your  
      cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as  
      healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen 
P:  Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love  

      of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and  
      God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus 
C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “Up from the Grave He Arose” 

Vs. 1: Low in the grave he lay, Jesus my Savior, 

waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord. 

 

Refrain:  Up from the grave he arose, with a mighty triumph o’er his foes; 

he arose a victor over death’s domain,  

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 

Vs. 2:  Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Savior; 

vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord.  Refrain 

 

Vs. 3: Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior; 

he tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord.  Refrain 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY  
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
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P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”  #380 ELW  

Vs. 1: Hallelujah! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One; 

from the gloomy halls of death Christ, the conqueror, has gone, 

bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise. 
 

SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By  

     the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the  

     resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

     Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

     forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM: “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”  Dix & Prichard/Hayes 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 4:32-35 
32-33 The whole congregation of believers was united as one—one heart, one 
mind! They didn’t even claim ownership of their own possessions. No one said, 
“That’s mine; you can’t have it.” They shared everything. The apostles gave 
powerful witness to the resurrection of the Master Jesus, and grace was on all of 
them. 34-35 And so it turned out that not a person among them was needy. Those 
who owned fields or houses sold them and brought the price of the sale to the 
apostles and made an offering of it. The apostles then distributed it according to 
each person’s need. 
 

     
L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Now the Green Blade Rises”  #379 ELW vs. 1 
Vs.1: Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
19-20 Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the 
Jews, had locked all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, 
and said, “Peace to you.” Then he showed them his hands and side. 
20-21 The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were awestruck. Jesus 
repeated his greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent me, I send you.” 
22-23 Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy 
Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t 
forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?” 24-25 But Thomas, sometimes 
called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The 
other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.” But he said, “Unless I see the nail 
holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I 
won’t believe it.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time 
Thomas was with them. Jesus came through the locked doors, stood among them, 
and said, “Peace to you.” 27 Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your 
finger and examine my hands. Take your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be 
unbelieving. Believe.” 28 Thomas said, “My Master! My God!” 
29 Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even 
better blessings are in store for those who believe without seeing.” 
30-31 Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down in this 
book. These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in the way he 
personally revealed it. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “I Serve a Risen Savior”  Vss. 1,2,3 

Vs. 1:  I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today; 

I know that He is living, whatever men my say. 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him, He’s always near. 

 

Refrain:  He lives, He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives?  He lives within my heart. 

 

Vs. 2:  In all the world around me I see His loving care; 

And though my heart grows weary, I never will despair. 

I know that He is leading through all the stormy blast; 

The day of His appearing will come at last.  Refrain. 

 

Vs. 3:  Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing. 

Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King! 

The Hope of all who seek Him, the   Help of all who find, 

None other is so loving, so good and kind.  Refrain. 

 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

6 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
Honk your horn after each petition. 
P:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers  
      before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
P:  You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth,  
      so that with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power  
      and love. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains,  
      refresh your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing  
      moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life.    
      Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their  
      peoples in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the  
      peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit.  
      Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power  
      of your generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce  
      your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O  
     God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the  
      light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one  
      another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall 
      the lives and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in  
      resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your  
      never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 

risen Lord Jesus.  The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holly Spirit, bless you now 
and forever.. 

C:  Amen. 
Honk your horns one last time. 
 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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SENDING HYMN: “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”  #536 ELW Vss. 1 & 2 
Vs. 1: God be with you till we meet again; 

by good counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd's care enfold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

                            Refrain: Till we meet, (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet again,) 
till we meet at Jesus' feet; (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet,) 

till we meet, (till we meet again.) 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

2 God be with you till we meet again; 

holy wings securely hide you, 

daily manna still provide you; 

God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 

 

POSTLUDE: “Christ Has Risen, Allelulia”  Tanzania/Shields 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


