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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   

   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman  

Guest Preacher:  Sophie Geister-Jones 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Lector: Jeff Zarth (8:00 a.m.)   Roger Slack (9:15 a.m.)  

Ushers: Jeff Morgan  (8:00 a.m.)   

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this 
promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on 
the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and 
draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing 
in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the 
world. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  “Be Thou My Vision”  Handbells 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source  
      of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
C:  Amen.  
 
P:  God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to  
      the one who is full of compassion. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
P:  Fountain of living water, 
C:  pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  
      Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your  
      cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as  
      healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen 
P:  Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love  

      of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and  
      God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus 
C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “Be Thou My Vision”  #793 ELW vss. 1 & 2 

Vs. 1: Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  

naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Vs. 2: Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 

LITANY FOR LENT 
P:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be  
      saved. 
P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  #338 ELW  vs. 1 & 2 
Vs. 1: Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

a home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

from the burning of the noontide heat and burdens of the day. 

 

Vs. 2: Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see 

the very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive  

      our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through  

      life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who  

      lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

      Amen. 

 

ANTHEM: “Amazing Grace’ My Chains are Gone”  Newton, Tomlin & Giglio 
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31-32 “That’s right. The time is coming when I will make a brand-new covenant with 
Israel and Judah. It won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with their ancestors 
when I took their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that 
covenant even though I did my part as their Master.” GOD’s Decree. 33-34 “This is 
the brand-new covenant that I will make with Israel when the time comes. I will 
put my law within them—write it on their hearts!—and be their God. And they 
will be my people. They will no longer go around setting up schools to teach each 
other about GOD. They’ll know me firsthand, the dull and the bright, the smart 
and the slow. I’ll wipe the slate clean for each of them. I’ll forget they ever 
sinned!” GOD’s Decree. 
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L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”  #337 ELW vs. 1 

Vs. 1:  Alas! And did my Savior bleed, and did my sov'reign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head for sinners such as I? 

 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 12th Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
20-21 There were some Greeks in town who had come up to worship at the Feast. 
They approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee: “Sir, we want to see 
Jesus. Can you help us?”  22-23 Philip went and told Andrew. Andrew and Philip 
together told Jesus. Jesus answered, “Time’s up. The time has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 24-25 “Listen carefully: Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the 
ground, dead to the world, it is never any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is 
buried, it sprouts and reproduces itself many times over. In the same way, anyone 
who holds on to life just as it is destroys that life. But if you let it go, reckless in 
your love, you’ll have it forever, real and eternal. 26 “If any of you wants to serve 
me, then follow me. Then you’ll be where I am, ready to serve at a moment’s 
notice. The Father will honor and reward anyone who serves me. 27-28 “Right now I 
am shaken. And what am I going to say? ‘Father, get me out of this’? No, this is 
why I came in the first place. I’ll say, ‘Father, put your glory on display.’” A voice 
came out of the sky: “I have glorified it, and I’ll glorify it again.” 29 The listening 
crowd said, “Thunder!” Others said, “An angel spoke to him!” 30-33 Jesus said, “The 
voice didn’t come for me but for you. At this moment the world is in crisis. Now 
Satan, the ruler of this world, will be thrown out. And I, as I am lifted up from the 
earth, will attract everyone to me and gather them around me.” He put it this way 
to show how he was going to be put to death. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON:  Sophie Geister-Jones 

 

HYMN:  “Now the Green Blade Rises”  #379 ELW 
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Vs. 1: Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Vs. 2: In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 

thinking that he would never wake again; 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Vs. 3: Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Vs. 4: When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

your touch can call us back to life again, 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and  
      all in need. 
Honk your horn after each petition 
P:  You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your  
      church a community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people  
      courage to forgive; through them show the world new possibilities. Bless  
      ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your  
      presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather  
      that prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and  
      wildfires. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the 
      world to shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and  
      give them creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to  
      know your presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who  
      need healing of mind or body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. Hear  
      us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in  
     discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and  
     learning ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow  
     Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P:  In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have  
      given us words to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us  
      into life everlasting. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 
      Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS/NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor,  

     God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing.  In the name of the holy and life-
giving Trinity. 

C:  Amen. 
Honk your horns one last time. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” #772 ELW  vss. 1, 2 

Vs. 1: Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

to keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

to know and do his will! 
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Vs. 2: Order my footsteps by your word 

and make my heart sincere; 

let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

but keep my conscience clear. 
 

POSTLUDE: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”  Havergal/Maynard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                      

 

    
 


