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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

April 4, 2021 
Resurrection of Our Lord:  Easter Sunday 

 
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman  

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Jeni Houser 

Lector: Diane Matson (8:00 a.m.)  Marti Conant (9:15 a.m.) 

Ushers: Todd Skavlen, Eric Smedal (8:00 a.m.)   

Mike, Siri, Soren Vienneau (9:15 a.m. 

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
Christ is risen!  Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever.  With 
Mary Magdalene, Mary, mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished 
and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb.  But this is why we 
gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s 
death and resurrection.  In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, 
and depart to share this good news with all the world.  Alleluia! 
 
Call to Worship: “Alleluia”  Mozart 

 

Easter Litany:  John 20:1-18     
Narrator:  Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone was moved away 
from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved, gasping for breath. “ 
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Mary:  They took the Master from the tomb. We don’t know where they’ve put 
him.  

Narrator:  Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. They ran, 
neck and neck. The other disciple got to the tomb first, outrunning Peter. 
Stooping to look in, he saw the pieces of linen cloth lying there, but he didn’t 
go in. Simon Peter arrived after him, entered the tomb, observed the linen 
cloths lying there, and the kerchief used to cover his head not lying with the 
linen cloths but separate, neatly folded by itself. Then the other disciple, the 
one who had gotten there first, went into the tomb, took one look at the 
evidence, and believed. No one yet knew from the Scripture that he had to rise 
from the dead. The disciples then went back home.  But Mary stood outside 
the tomb weeping. As she wept, she knelt to look into the tomb and saw two 
angels sitting there, dressed in white, one at the head, the other at the foot of 
where Jesus’ body had been laid. They said to her,  

Angels:  Woman, why do you weep?   
Mary:  They took my Master and I don’t know where they put him.   
Narrator:  After she said this, she turned away and saw Jesus standing there. But 

she didn’t recognize him.   
Jesus:  Woman, why do you weep? Who are you looking for?   
Narrator:  She, thinking that he was the gardener, said,  
Mary:  Sir, if you took him, tell me where you put him so I can care for him. 
Jesus:  Mary.   
Narrator:  Turning to face him, she said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” meaning 
“Teacher!” 
Jesus:  Don’t cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go to my 

brothers and tell them, ‘I ascend to my Father and your Father, my God and 
your God.’ 

Narrator:  Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples:  
Mary:  I saw the Master.   
Narrator:  And she told them everything he said to her. 
 

Hymn:  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  #365 ELW  vss. 1 & 4 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our lose, Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia! 
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Greeting     

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen indeed! 

Honk your horns to express your joy! 

P:  The grace and peace of the Risen Christ be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie     

P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise:  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today: Alleluia!”    #369 ELW  vss. 1 & 4 
Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s feet.  Alleluia! 

 

Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die.  Alleluia! 

 

Salutation     
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Let us pray. 
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All:  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our  

        redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the  

        power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him  

        forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

        Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

        forever. Amen. 

 
Anthem: “I Know that My Redeemer Liveth”  Handel 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
34-36 Peter fairly exploded with his good news: “It’s God’s own truth, nothing could 
be plainer: God plays no favorites! It makes no difference who you are or where 
you’re from—if you want God and are ready to do as he says, the door is open. 
The Message he sent to the children of Israel—that through Jesus Christ 
everything is being put together again—well, he’s doing it everywhere, among 
everyone.37-38 “You know the story of what happened in Judea. It began in Galilee 
after John preached a total life-change. Then Jesus arrived from Nazareth, 
anointed by God with the Holy Spirit, ready for action. He went through the 
country helping people and healing everyone who was beaten down by the Devil. 
He was able to do all this because God was with him.39-43 “And we saw it, saw it 
all, everything he did in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem where they killed 
him, hung him from a cross. But in three days God had him up, alive, and out 
where he could be seen. Not everyone saw him—he wasn’t put on public display. 
Witnesses had been carefully handpicked by God beforehand—us! We were the 
ones, there to eat and drink with him after he came back from the dead. He 
commissioned us to announce this in public, to bear solemn witness that he is in 
fact the One whom God destined as Judge of the living and dead. But we’re not 
alone in this. Our witness that he is the means to forgiveness of sins is backed up 
by the witness of all the prophets.” 
 
P:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Canticle:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives”  #380  vs. 1 

Hallelujah!  Jesus lives!  He is now the Living One; 
From the gloomy halls of death Christ the conqueror, has gone, 

Bright forerunner to the skies of his people, yet to rise. 
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The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 16th Chapter    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Gospel: Mark 16: 1-8 
1-3 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices so they could embalm him. Very early on Sunday morning, 
as the sun rose, they went to the tomb. They worried out loud to each other, 
“Who will roll back the stone from the tomb for us?”  4-5 Then they looked up, saw 
that it had been rolled back—it was a huge stone—and walked right in. They saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed all in white. They were completely 
taken aback, astonished.6-7 He said, “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re looking for 
Jesus the Nazarene, the One they nailed on the cross. He’s been raised up; he’s 
here no longer. You can see for yourselves that the place is empty. Now—on your 
way. Tell his disciples and Peter that he is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You’ll 
see him there, exactly as he said.” 8 They got out as fast as they could, beside 
themselves, their heads swimming. Stunned, they said nothing to anyone. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon   

 

Hymn:  “Alleluia!  Jesus Is Risen”    #377 ELW  vss. 1,4 & 5 

Vs. 1:  Alleluia!  Jesus is risen!   

Trumpets resounding in glorious light!  

Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!   

Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 

Refrain:  Jesus is risen and we shall arise.   

Give God the glory!  Alleluia! 

 

Vs. 4:  Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 
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Vs. 5:  City of God, Easter forever, 

Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

River of life, saints and archangels, 

Sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Honk your horns when it comes time to respond with “Your mercy is great.” 
P:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
P:  Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection!  Fill your church 

with the power of your love that is stronger than death.  Send us to tell the 
good news wherever death holds sway.  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Praise you for your life at work in the resurrection!  Fill all of creation with your 
life.  Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent 
grace.  Cultivate our care for what you have made.  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection!  Fill the nations 

with your peace.  Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal 
new possibilities and inspire new beginnings.  Hear us, O God.  

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Praise you for the hope of the resurrection!  Fill all in need with hope: those 

who are afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are 
dying, and those who grieve.  Assure them of your promises.  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Praise you for the joy of your resurrection!  Fill this assembly with joy as we 

are called your beloved in baptism.  Multiply that joy so that we share it at 
home, at work, and in our community.  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection!  Fill us with 

trust that we join with all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your 
mercy endures forever!”  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen! 
 
The Sharing of the Peace 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
P:  The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Come, eat and be satisfied.   

The body of Christ broken for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
Communion Song: “My Lord What a Morning” 
 
Communion Blessing 
P:  The body and blood of our Risen Lord and Savior strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace till life everlasting. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
P:  Let us pray. 
All:  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put on gladness in our hearts.  

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your 
love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.   

 
Announcements 
 
Benediction and Dismissal 
P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the  
      risen Lord Jesus.  The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now  
      and forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
Honk your horns one more time to share the joy of this morning! 
 
Postlude: “Thine Is the Glory” Handel/Porter 
 
 
 


