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By Arden W. Mead 

 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones   Lay Ministry Administrator:  Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist:  Linda Kunz  

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

Order of Service for Good Friday 

April 2, 2021 

Hands! 

 

Call to Worship: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  Hassler/Lanier 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Words that Last Forever”  sung to #606 ELW 

With words that last forever you speak in richest grace, 

Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior, upon your cross disgraced. 

With open ears I listen, with open mind believe, 

With heart embrace you: I, Lord, your words receive. 

 

“Forgiveness” granted sinners, and “Paradise, today!” 

“Behold your son, your mother!” to family you say. 

The air is split with anguish in your “Forsaken” cry. 

As “Thirsty,” work “Accomplished,” in “Father’s hands” you die. 

 

Pray, sanctify the silence with which I contemplate 

Your boundless love for sinners, your sacrifices so great, 
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Till at the tomb I waken to your new word for me: 

These words, not last, but lasting, shall ring eternally! 

 

Approaching the Word 

P:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

C:  “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

P:  The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved, it is the power of God. 

C:  “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

P:  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

C:  “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

P:  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

C:  “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

P:  “The word that goes forth from my mouth shall not return to me empty,” says 

the Lord.  “It will accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the things 

for which I sent it.” 

C:  “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

Honk your horns to greet one another. 

P:  Let us pray.  

All:  Lord Jesus Christ, upon the tree of the cross you bore the sins of all the 

world that we might have eternal life.  May we, with you, approach our 

Father’s throne with confidence, know that God will embrace us in God’s 

loving hands, both here and in the world to come, where you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Anthem:  “Were You There” 

 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 53:1-6 
Who believes what we’ve heard and seen?  Who would have thought GOD’s 
saving power would look like this?2-6 The servant grew up before God—a scrawny 
seedling, a scrubby plant in a parched field.  There was nothing attractive about 
him, nothing to cause us to take a second look.  He was looked down on and 
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passed over, a man who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.  One look at him and 
people turned away.  We looked down on him, thought he was scum.  But the fact 
is, it was our pains he carried—our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us.  
We thought he brought it on himself, that God was punishing him for his own 
failures.  But it was our sins that did that to him, that ripped and tore and crushed 
him—our sins!  He took the punishment, and that made us whole.  Through his 
bruises we get healed.  We’re all like sheep who’ve wandered off and gotten lost.  
We’ve all done our own thing, gone our own way.  And GOD has piled all our sins, 
everything we’ve done wrong, on him, on him. 
 

Responsive Psalmody:  Psalm 31   

P:  I run to you, God, I run for dear life.  Don’t let me down! 

C:  Take me seriously this time!  Get down on my level and listen,  

P:  and please, no procrastination!   

C:  You’re my cave to hide in, my cliff to climb. 

P:  Be my safe leader, be my true mountain guide.   

C:  Free me from hidden traps; I want to hide in you. 

P:  I’ve put my life in your hands. 

C:  You won’t drop me, you’ll never let me down. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 1:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks in love, 

From deepest agony. 

Oh, hear the message from above; 

His great compassion see. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 23:33-49 
33 When they got to the place called Skull Hill, they crucified him, along with the 
criminals, one on his right, the other on his left.34-35 Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive 
them; they don’t know what they’re doing.”  Dividing up his clothes, they threw 
dice for them. The people stood there staring at Jesus, and the ringleaders made 
faces, taunting, “He saved others. Let’s see him save himself! The Messiah of 
God—ha! The Chosen—ha!”36-37 The soldiers also came up and poked fun at him, 
making a game of it. They toasted him with sour wine: “So you’re King of the 
Jews! Save yourself!”38 Printed over him was a sign: THIS IS THE KING OF THE 

JEWS.39 One of the criminals hanging alongside cursed him: “Some Messiah you 
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are! Save yourself! Save us!”40-41 But the other one made him shut up: “Have you 
no fear of God? You’re getting the same as him. We deserve this, but not him—he 
did nothing to deserve this.”42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
enter your kingdom.”43 He said, “Don’t worry, I will. Today you will join me in 
paradise.”44-46 By now it was noon. The whole earth became dark, the darkness 
lasting three hours—a total blackout. The Temple curtain split right down the 
middle. Jesus called loudly, “Father, I place my life in your hands!” Then he 
breathed his last.47 When the captain there saw what happened, he honored God: 
“This man was innocent! A good man, and innocent!”48-49 All who had come 
around as spectators to watch the show, when they saw what actually happened, 
were overcome with grief and headed home. Those who knew Jesus well, along 
with the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a respectful 
distance and kept vigil. 
 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 2:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

“Father, into your hands 

My spirit I commend.” 

And he who hears and understands 

Receives him at the end. 

 

Homily:  “Into Your Hands” 

 

Hymn:  “Jesus, All  Your Labor Vast”  sung to Ack, Vad AR Dock Livet Har 777 6 

Jesus, all your labor vast, 

All your woe and conflict past, 

Yielding up your soul at last: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

When the death shades round us low’r, 

Guard us from the tempter’s pow’r, 

Keep us in the trial hour. 

Her us, holy Jesus. 
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May your life and death supply 

Grace to live and grace to die, 

Grace to reach the home on high: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

Honk your horn three times in response to the petitions. 

P:  In Jesus Christ, God reached our God’s hands to embrace our fallen humanity.  

Let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Open your hands, heavenly Father. 

 

P:  That in its life and witness the Church my make evident to all the nail prints of 

Christ, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Open your hands, heavenly Father. 

 

P:  That all authority may acknowledge the rule of God’s own Son and seek to 

emulate the depth of his commandment to the welfare of the world, let us join 

in fervent prayer: 

C:  Open your hands, heavenly Father. 

 

P:  That God would reach out in mercy to touch and hold the sick and the dying, 

the hurt and the grieving, and all whose vision is clouded by want and need, let 

us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Open your hands, heavenly Father. 

 

P:  And that the sorrows of this day and of this life may give way, at God’s good 

time, to the welcome joys of everlasting Eastertide, the resurrection to life 

everlasting, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Open your hands, heavenly Father. 

 

P:  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
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 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 You are safe within your Father’s hands. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 3:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks; may we 

Give heed to ev’ry word, 

And grace be given faithfully 

To trust what we have heard. 

 

Postlude: “The Old Rugged Cross”  Bennard/Winkler 
 


