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By Arden W. Mead 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones   Lay Ministry Administrator:  Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist:  Linda Kunz  

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

Order of Service for the Third Wednesday in Lent 

March 10, 2021 

Forsaken! 

 

Call to Worship: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Words that Last Forever”  sung to #606 ELW 

With words that last forever you speak in richest grace, 

Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior, upon your cross disgraced. 

With open ears I listen, with open mind believe, 

With heart embrace you: I, Lord, your words receive. 

 

“Forgiveness” granted sinners, and “Paradise, today!” 

“Behold your son, your mother!” to family you say. 

The air is split with anguish in your “Forsaken” cry. 

As “Thirsty,” work “Accomplished,” in “Father’s hands” you die. 

 

Pray, sanctify the silence with which I contemplate 

Your boundless love for sinners, your sacrifices so great, 
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Till at the tomb I waken to your new word for me: 

These words, not last, but lasting, shall ring eternally! 

 

Approaching the Word 

P:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

C:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

P:  The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved, it is the power of God. 

C:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

P:  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

C:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

P:  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

C:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

P:  “The word that goes forth from my mouth shall not return to me empty,” says 

the Lord.  “It will accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the things 

for which I sent it.” 

C:  “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C;  And also with you. 

Honk your horns to greet one another. 

P:  Let us pray. 

All:  Almighty God, your steadfast love endures forever and you will never 

forsake your own.  Lead your people in paths of righteousness for your 

name’s sake, that we may dwell in your house forever.  Through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 

Anthem: “Loving Shepherd”  by John Rutter 

 

First Lesson:  Isaiah 49: 14-16 

But Zion said, “I don’t get it. GOD has left me.  My Master has forgotten I even 
exist.”  Can a mother forget the infant at her breast, walk away from the baby she 
bore?  But even if mothers forget, I’d never forget you—never.  Look, I’ve written 
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your names on the backs of my hands.  The walls you’re rebuilding are never out 
of my sight. 
 
Responsive Psalmody:  Psalm 22   
P:  God, God . . . my God!  Why did you dump me miles from nowhere? 

C:  Doubled up with pain, I call to God all the day long. No answer. Nothing.  I 

keep at it all night, tossing and turning.   

P:  And you! Are you indifferent, above it all, leaning back on the cushions of Israel’s 

praise? 

C:  We know you were there for our parents: they cried for your help and you gave 

it; they trusted and lived a good life.  

P:  And here I am, a nothing—an earthworm, something to step on, to squash.   

C:  Everyone pokes fun at me; they make faces at me, they shake their heads: “Let’s 

see how GOD handles this one; since God likes him so much, let him help him!”   

P:  And to think you were midwife at my birth, setting me at my mother’s breasts! 

C:  When I left the womb you cradled me; since the moment of birth you’ve been 

my God.   

P:  Then you moved far away and trouble moved in next door.   

C:  I need a neighbor. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 1:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks in love, 

From deepest agony. 

Oh, hear the message from above; 

His great compassion see. 

 

Gospel:  John 10: 14-29 
“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my own sheep and my own sheep know me In 
the same way, the Father knows me and I know the Father. I put the sheep before 
myself, sacrificing myself if necessary. You need to know that I have other sheep 
in addition to those in this pen. I need to gather and bring them, too. They’ll also 
recognize my voice. Then it will be one flock, one Shepherd. This is why the Father 
loves me: because I freely lay down my life. And so I am free to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me. I lay it down of my own free will. I have the right to lay it 
down; I also have the right to take it up again. I received this authority personally 
from my Father.”  This kind of talk caused another split in the Jewish ranks. A lot 
of them were saying, “He’s crazy, a maniac—out of his head completely. Why 
bother listening to him?” But others weren’t so sure: “These aren’t the words of a 
crazy man. Can a ‘maniac’ open blind eyes?”  They were celebrating Hanukkah 
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just then in Jerusalem. It was winter. Jesus was strolling in the Temple across 
Solomon’s Porch. The Jews, circling him, said, “How long are you going to keep us 
guessing? If you’re the Messiah, tell us straight out.”  Jesus answered, “I told you, 
but you don’t believe. Everything I have done has been authorized by my Father, 
actions that speak louder than words. You don’t believe because you’re not my 
sheep. My sheep recognize my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them real and eternal life. They are protected from the Destroyer for good. No 
one can steal them from out of my hand. The Father who put them under my care 
is so much greater than the Destroyer and Thief. No one could ever get them 
away from him. I and the Father are one heart and mind.” 

 
Children’s Word 
 
Theme Hymn, vs. 2:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Now hear the dreadful cry, 
Sin’s dreadful burden see: 

“My God, my God,” the Son shouts, “Why 
Have you forsaken me?” 

 
Homily 
 
Hymn:  “Jesus, Whelmed in Fears Unknown” sung to Ack, Vad Ar Dock Livet Har 

777 6 
Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown,  

With our evil left alone, 
While no light from heav’n is shown:   

Hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

When we seem in vain to pray 
And our hope seems faraway, 
In the darkness be our stay:   

Hear us holy Jesus. 
 

Though no Father seems to hear, 
Though no light our spirits cheer, 
May we know that God is near:   

Hear us holy Jesus 
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Prayers of the Church 
After each petition honk your horns three times. 
P:  Jesus Christ sacrificed all in order that we might be ransomed by God.  Through  
 Faith in him, let us join in fervent prayer. 
C:  O God, forsake us not! 
 
P:  That brothers and sisters in the faith, here and everywhere, may be united in 

mind and will, and may work together in truth and harmony, let us join in 
fervent prayer: 

C:  O God, forsake us not! 
 
P:  That the resources of this world may be used wisely so that none may perish 

needlessly and all may share the bounty of the Lord, let us join in fervent 
prayer: 

C:  O God, forsake us not! 
 
P:  That those especially alone because of sickness or circumstances, want or care, 

trouble or need, may feel God’s saving strength and know God’s presence 
near, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  O God, forsake us not! 
 
P:  And that in our last hour on earth we may know the comfort of Christ’s 

forgiving sacrifice and the sure promise of everlasting joy with him and all the 
saints, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  O God, forsake us not! 
 
P:  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
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    as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 The Lord will never forsake you.  

C:  Amen. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 3:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks; may we 

Give heed to ev’ry word, 

And grace be given faithfully 

To trust what we have heard. 

 

Postlude: “Andante”  Martini 

 
 
 
 


