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United in Christ:  Hope Now!  Hope Always! 

“Wait, Israel, for God!  Wait with hope!  Hope now!  Hope always!    Psalm 131:3   
   

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday 
Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman  

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts  Clarinet:  Richard MacDonald 
Lector: Scott Geister-Jones 

Ushers: Sue Walls, Sandra Maerz (8:00 a.m.)   
Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, 
abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete 
human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s 
suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and 
bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We 
enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  Darwell/Lanier 
 
P:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C:  Hosanna to the Son of David. 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:  Mark 11:1-11 
Narrator:  When they were nearing Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany on Mount 

Olives, he sent off two of the disciples with instructions:  
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Jesus:  Go to the village across from you. As soon as you enter, you’ll find a colt 
tethered, one that has never yet been ridden. Untie it and bring it. If anyone asks, 
“What are you doing?” say, “The Master needs him, and will return him right 
away.”   

Narrator:  They went and found a colt tied to a door at the street corner and untied it. 
Some of those standing there said,  

People:  What are you doing untying that colt?  
Narrator:  The disciples replied exactly as Jesus had instructed them, and the people 

let them alone. They brought the colt to Jesus, spread their coats on it, and he 
mounted.  The people gave him a wonderful welcome, some throwing their coats 
on the street, others spreading out rushes they had cut in the fields. Running ahead 
and following after, they were calling out, 

All:  Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in God’s name!  Blessed the coming kingdom 
of our father David!  Hosanna in highest heaven!   

Narrator:  He entered Jerusalem, then entered the Temple. He looked around, taking it 
all in. But by now it was late, so he went back to Bethany with the Twelve. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  “Prepare the Royal Highway”    #264 ELW  vss. 1,2,3 

Vs. 1:  Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain:  Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 
 

Vs. 2: God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 

Vs. 3: Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
  

GREETING: 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
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KYRIE 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray  
      to the Lord, 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”   
Vs. 1:  Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 

Through pillard court and temple the lovely anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast, 
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.  

 
Vs. 3:  “Hosanna in the highest!” that ancient song we sing, 

for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven our King. 
O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 

and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus  
    Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable  
    us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his  
    resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
    forever. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM: “Ride On to Die”  by Card 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4–9 
The Master, GOD, has given me a well-taught tongue, So I know how to encourage tired 
people. He wakes me up in the morning, Wakes me up, opens my ears to listen as one 
ready to take orders. The Master, GOD, opened my ears, and I didn’t go back to sleep, 
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didn’t pull the covers back over my head. I followed orders, stood there and took it 
while they beat me, held steady while they pulled out my beard, Didn’t dodge their 
insults, faced them as they spit in my face. And the Master, GOD, stays right there and 
helps me, so I’m not disgraced. Therefore I set my face like flint, confident that I’ll 
never regret this. My champion is right here. Let’s take our stand together! 
Who dares bring suit against me? Let him try! Look! the Master, GOD, is right here. 
Who would dare call me guilty? Look! My accusers are a clothes bin of threadbare 
socks and shirts, fodder for moths! 
 
GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “King of Kings”   
The gospel canticle will be played through once and sung through twice. 

King of kings and Lord of lords, glory, hallelujah! 
King of kings and Lord of lords, glory, hallelujah! 

Jesus, Prince of peace, glory, hallelujah!  
Jesus, Prince of peace, glory, hallelujah!  

The gospel is announced… 
P:  The gospel according to Mark the 14th Chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 14:1-15: 47 

14 1-2 In only two days the eight-day Festival of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread would begin. The high priests and religion scholars were looking for a way they 
could seize Jesus by stealth and kill him. They agreed that it should not be done during 
Passover Week. “We don’t want the crowds up in arms,” they said. 3-5 Jesus was at 
Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper. While he was eating dinner, a woman came up 
carrying a bottle of very expensive perfume. Opening the bottle, she poured it on his 
head. Some of the guests became furious among themselves. “That’s criminal! A sheer 
waste! This perfume could have been sold for well over a year’s wages and handed out 
to the poor.” They swelled up in anger, nearly bursting with indignation over her.  
6-9 But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why are you giving her a hard time? She has just done 
something wonderfully significant for me. You will have the poor with you every day 
for the rest of your lives. Whenever you feel like it, you can do something for them. 
Not so with me. She did what she could when she could—she pre-anointed my body 
for burial. And you can be sure that wherever in the whole world the Message is 
preached, what she just did is going to be talked about admiringly.” 10-11 Judas Iscariot, 
one of the Twelve, went to the cabal of high priests, determined to betray him. They 
couldn’t believe their ears, and promised to pay him well. He started looking for just 
the right moment to hand him over. 12 On the first of the Days of Unleavened Bread, 
the day they prepare the Passover sacrifice, his disciples asked him, “Where do you 
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want us to go and make preparations so you can eat the Passover meal?” 13-15 He 
directed two of his disciples, “Go into the city. A man carrying a water jug will meet 
you. Follow him. Ask the owner of whichever house he enters, ‘The Teacher wants to 
know, Where is my guest room where I can eat the Passover meal with my disciples?’ 
He will show you a spacious second-story room, swept and ready. Prepare for us 
there.” The others then grabbed him and roughed him up.  One of the men standing 
there unsheathed his sword, swung, and came down on the Chief Priest’s servant, 
lopping off the man’s ear. 
 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

HYMN:  “Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty”    

  
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
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 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
           Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in  
      need. 
Honk your horn 4 times after each petition 
P:  In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility.  
      Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will.  
      Heal us and empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
P:  In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection:  
      restore lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas  
      affected by climate change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new  
      growth. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the 
     powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain  
     soldiers, and guide those who command them, that they serve those in greatest  
     need. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are  
      condemned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and  
      strengthen those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer; grant  
      respite and renewal. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and  
      funeral directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who  
      plan and lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief.  
      Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith  
      you have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the  
      promises of baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Hear  
      us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
      our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 

holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor, God bless you ☩ that you may be a 
blessing.  In the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

C:  Amen. 
Honk your horns one last time. 
 

P:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “Lead On, O King Eternal!    #805 ELW  
Vs. 1: Lead on, O King eternal! The day of march has come; 

henceforth in fields of conquest your tents will be our home. 
Through days of preparation your grace has made us strong; 

and now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 
 

Vs. 2: Lead on, O King eternal, till sin's fierce war shall cease, 
and holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of peace; 

for not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums, 
but deeds of love and mercy the heav'nly kingdom comes. 

 
Vs. 3: Lead on, O King eternal: we follow, not with fears, 

for gladness breaks like morning where'er your face appears. 
Your cross is lifted o'er us; we journey in its light; 

the crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might! 
 
POSTLUDE: “Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley”  arr. Stevens 
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