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By Arden W. Mead 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones   Lay Ministry Administrator:  Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist:  Linda Kunz  

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

Order of Service for the Fifth Wednesday in Lent 

March 24, 2021 

Finished! 

 

Call to Worship: “This Is My Father’s World” 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Words that Last Forever”  sung to #606 ELW 

With words that last forever you speak in richest grace, 

Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior, upon your cross disgraced. 

With open ears I listen, with open mind believe, 

With heart embrace you: I, Lord, your words receive. 

 

“Forgiveness” granted sinners, and “Paradise, today!” 

“Behold your son, your mother!” to family you say. 

The air is split with anguish in your “Forsaken” cry. 

As “Thirsty,” work “Accomplished,” in “Father’s hands” you die. 

 

Pray, sanctify the silence with which I contemplate 

Your boundless love for sinners, your sacrifices so great, 
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Till at the tomb I waken to your new word for me: 

These words, not last, but lasting, shall ring eternally! 

 

Approaching the Word 

P:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

C:  “It is finished.” 

P:  The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved, it is the power of God. 

C:  “It is finished.” 

P:  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

C:  “It is finished.” 

P:  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

C:  “It is finished.” 

P:  “The word that goes forth from my mouth shall not return to me empty,” says 

the Lord.  “It will accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the things 

for which I sent it.” 

C:  “It is finished.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

Honk your horns to greet one another. 

P:  Let us pray.  

C:  Almighty God, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  

Your Word cried “Light!” into darkest chaos as your Spirit brooded over the 

turbulent waters.  Pray, bring to completion in all of your children that which 

you began in the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Anthem: “Above All”  by Baloche & LeBlanc 

 

First Lesson:  Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 

First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don’t see. Earth 

was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s 
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Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.3-5 God spoke: “Light!”  And light 

appeared.  God saw that light was good and separated light from dark.  God 

named the light Day, he named the dark Night.  It was evening, it was morning—

Day One. 6-8 God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters; separate water from 

water!” God made sky.  He separated the water under sky from the water above 

sky.  And there it was: he named sky the Heavens;  It was evening, it was 

morning—Day Two. 9-10 God spoke: “Separate! Water-beneath-Heaven, gather 

into one place; Land, appear!”  And there it was. God named the land Earth.  He 

named the pooled water Ocean. God saw that it was good.  11-13 God spoke: 

“Earth, green up! Grow all varieties of seed-bearing plants, every sort of fruit-

bearing tree.”  And there it was.  Earth produced green seed-bearing plants, all 

varieties, and fruit-bearing trees of all sorts. God saw that it was good.   

It was evening, it was morning—Day Three. 14-15 God spoke: “Lights! Come out! 
Shine in Heaven’s sky!  Separate Day from Night Mark seasons and days and 
years, lights in Heaven’s sky to give light to Earth.”  And there it was.16-19 God 
made two big lights, the larger to take charge of Day, the smaller to be in charge 
of Night; and he made the stars.  God placed them in the heavenly sky to light up 
Earth and oversee Day and Night, to separate light and dark.  God saw that it was 
good. It was evening, it was morning—Day Four.  20-23 God spoke: “Swarm, Ocean, 
with fish and all sea life!  Birds, fly through the sky over Earth!”  God created the 
huge whales, all the swarm of life in the waters,  And every kind and species of 
flying birds.  God saw that it was good.  God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! 
Fill Ocean!  Birds, reproduce on Earth!”  It was evening, it was morning—Day Five.  
24-25 God spoke: “Earth, generate life! Every sort and kind: cattle and reptiles and 
wild animals—all kinds.”  And there it was: wild animals of every kind, cattle of all 
kinds, every sort of reptile and bug.  God saw that it was good.  26-28 God spoke: 
“Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature so 
they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, and, 
yes, Earth itself, and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.” God created 
human beings; he created them godlike, reflecting God’s nature.  He created 
them male and female.  God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take 
charge!  Be responsible for fish in the sea and birds in the air, for every living thing 
that moves on the face of Earth.”29-30 Then God said, “I’ve given you every sort of 
seed-bearing plant on Earth and every kind of fruit-bearing tree, given them to 
you for food.  To all animals and all birds, everything that moves and breathes, I 
give whatever grows out of the ground for food.” And there it was.31 God looked 
over everything he had made; it was so good, so very good!  It was evening, it was 
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morning—Day Six.  2 Heaven and Earth were finished, down to the last detail.  2-

4 By the seventh day God had finished his work.  On the seventh day he rested 
from all his work.  God blessed the seventh day.  He made it a Holy Day because 
on that day he rested from his work, all the creating God had done.  This is the 
story of how it all started, of Heaven and Earth when they were created. 
 

Responsive Psalmody: Psalm 36 

P:  God’s love is meteoric, his loyalty astronomic, 

C:  His purpose titanic, his verdicts oceanic. 

P:  Yet in his largeness nothing gets lost;  

C:  Not a man, not a mouse slips through the cracks.   

P:  How exquisite your love, O God!  How eager we are to run under your wings,   

C:  to eat our fill at the banquet you spread as you fill our tankards with Eden 

spring water.   

P:  You’re a fountain of cascading light, and you open our eyes to light.   

C:  Keep on loving your friends; do your work in welcoming hearts. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 1:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks in love 

To sinners in their need. 

Oh, hear the message from above; 

His gracious promise heed. 

 

Gospel:  John 17:1-14 
1-5 Jesus said these things. Then, raising his eyes in prayer, he said:  Father, it’s 
time.  Display the bright splendor of your Son so the Son in turn may show your 
bright splendor.  You put him in charge of everything human so he might give real 
and eternal life to all in his care.  And this is the real and eternal life: that they 
know you, the one and only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you sent.  I glorified 
you on earth by completing down to the last detail what you assigned me to do.  
And now, Father, glorify me with your very own splendor, the very splendor I had 
in your presence before there was a world.6-12 I spelled out your character in 
detail to the men and women you gave me.  They were yours in the first place; 
then you gave them to me, and they have now done what you said.  They know 
now, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that everything you gave me is firsthand 
from you, for the message you gave me, I gave them; and they took it, and were 
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convinced that I came from you.  They believed that you sent me.  I pray for them.  
I’m not praying for the God-rejecting world but for those you gave me, for they 
are yours by right.  Everything mine is yours, and yours mine, and my life is on 
display in them.  For I’m no longer going to be visible in the world; they’ll continue 
in the world while I return to you.  Holy Father, guard them as they pursue this life 
that you conferred as a gift through me, so they can be one heart and mind as we 
are one heart and mind.  As long as I was with them, I guarded them in the pursuit 
of the life you gave through me; I even posted a lookout.  And not one of them 
got away, except for the rebel bent on destruction (the exception that proved the 
rule of Scripture).  Now I’m returning to you.  I’m saying these things in the 
world’s hearing so my people can experience my joy completed in them.  I gave 
them your word; the godless world hated them because of it, because they didn’t 
join the world’s ways, just as I didn’t join the world’s ways. 
 
Children’s Word 
 
Theme Hymn, vs. 2:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

“Tis finished,” says the Lord. 

The burden on him laid 

Of sinful thought and deed and word— 

The debt is fully paid. 

 

Homily:  “Finished” 

 

Hymn:  “Jesus, All Our Ransom Paid”  sung to Ack, Vad Ar Dock Livet Har 777 6 

Jesus, all our ransom paid, 

All your Father’s will obeyed; 

By your suff’rings perfect made: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

Save us in our soul’s distress; 

Be our help to cheer and bless 

While we grow in holiness: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Brighten all our heav’nward way 

With an ever holier ray 
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Till we pass to perfect day: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

Honk your horn three times in response to the petitions. 

P:  God is faithful.  God’s Holy Spirit will finish in us what was begun in Jesus 

Christ.  Thus confident, let us join in fervent prayer” 

C:  Complete what you have begun in us, O God. 

 

P:  That all who care called to Christ may continue to heed the Great Commission, 

engaged in making disciples of all nations, that people everywhere may believe 

and be saved, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Complete what you have begun in us, O God. 

 

P:  That all the world, with all its resources and opportunities, may show forth the 

praise of its generous Creator, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Complete what you have begun in us, O God. 

 

P:  That all who suffer in any way find a quick and blessed end to what they must 

endure, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Complete what you have begun in us, O God. 

 

P:  That life on earth may find purpose in the love of Christ, and that life eternal, 

beyond the bonds of death, may open wide to welcome all who trust in Jesus 

Christ, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Complete what you have begun in us, O God. 

 

P:  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
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    Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 The saving work of your Lord is finished-forever finished.  

C:  Amen. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 3:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks; may we 

Give heed to ev’ry word, 

And grace be given faithfully 

To trust what we have heard. 

 

Postlude: “Thine the Amen”  Schalk/Organ 

 

 

 

 
 


