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By Arden W. Mead 

 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones   Lay Ministry Administrator:  Jenny Hoffman 

Organist/Pianist:  Linda Kunz  

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 

Order of Service for the Fourth Wednesday in Lent 

March 17, 2021 

Thirst! 

 

Call to Worship: “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”  set by Keesecker 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Words that Last Forever”  sung to #606 ELW 

With words that last forever you speak in richest grace, 

Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior, upon your cross disgraced. 

With open ears I listen, with open mind believe, 

With heart embrace you: I, Lord, your words receive. 

 

“Forgiveness” granted sinners, and “Paradise, today!” 

“Behold your son, your mother!” to family you say. 

The air is split with anguish in your “Forsaken” cry. 

As “Thirsty,” work “Accomplished,” in “Father’s hands” you die. 

 

Pray, sanctify the silence with which I contemplate 

Your boundless love for sinners, your sacrifices so great, 



2 
 

Till at the tomb I waken to your new word for me: 

These words, not last, but lasting, shall ring eternally! 

 

 

Approaching the Word 

P:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

C:  Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

P:  The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved, it is the power of God. 

C:  Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

P:  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

C:  Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

P:  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

C:  Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

P:  “The word that goes forth from my mouth shall not return to me empty,” says 

the Lord.  “It will accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the things 

for which I sent it.” 

C:  Jesus said, “I thirst.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

Honk your horns to greet one another. 

P:  Let us pray.  

All:  In water you call us, O God, to be your precious daughters and sons.  Upon 

buoyant waters you saved Noah and his family.  Through the blown-back 

waters of the Red Sea you delivered your children, Israel, from slavery.  Your 

own Son, Jesus, who thirsted upon the cross, splashed in the waters of the 

Jordan, sharing your living waters with all who believe in his name.  Revive 

your people, O God, and refresh us, that we may bear witness to your wet 

and wondrous love.  Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Anthem:  “Let Everyone Who Is Thirsty Come”   by Curry 
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First Lesson:  Isaiah 55:1-11 

“Hey there! All who are thirsty, come to the water!  Are you penniless?  Come 
anyway—buy and eat!  Come, buy your drinks, buy wine and milk.  Buy without 
money—everything’s free!  Why do you spend your money on junk food, your 
hard-earned cash on cotton candy?  Listen to me, listen well: Eat only the best, fill 
yourself with only the finest.  Pay attention, come close now, listen carefully to 
my life-giving, life-nourishing words.  I’m making a lasting covenant commitment 
with you, the same that I made with David: sure, solid, enduring love.  I set him up 
as a witness to the nations, made him a prince and leader of the nations,  And 
now I’m doing it to you: You’ll summon nations you’ve never heard of, and 
nations who’ve never heard of you will come running to you 
Because of me, your GOD, because The Holy of Israel has honored you.”  
Seek GOD while he’s here to be found, pray to him while he’s close at hand.  Let 
the wicked abandon their way of life and the evil their way of thinking.  Let them 
come back to GOD, who is merciful, come back to our God, who is lavish with 
forgiveness.  “I don’t think the way you think.  The way you work isn’t the way I 
work.”  GOD’s Decree.  “For as the sky soars high above earth, so the way I work 
surpasses the way you work, and the way I think is beyond the way you think.  
Just as rain and snow descend from the skies and don’t go back until they’ve 
watered the earth, doing their work of making things grow and blossom, 
producing seed for farmers and food for the hungry, so will the words that come 
out of my mouth not come back empty-handed.  They’ll do the work I sent them 
to do, they’ll complete the assignment I gave them. 
 

Responsive Psalmody:  Psalm 42   

P:  A white-tailed deer drinks from the creek; I want to drink God, deep drafts of 

God.  I’m thirsty for God-alive.   

C:  I wonder, “Will I ever make it—arrive and drink in God’s presence?”   

P:  I’m on a diet of tears—tears for breakfast, tears for supper.  All day long 

people knock at my door, pestering, “Where is this God of yours?”   

C:  These are the things I go over and over, emptying out the pockets of my life.  

I was always at the head of the worshiping crowd, right out in front,  Leading 

them all, eager to arrive and worship, shouting praises, singing 

thanksgiving—celebrating, all of us, God’s feast!   

P:  Why are you down in the dumps, dear soul?  Why are you crying the blues?   

C:  Fix my eyes on God—soon I’ll be praising again.  He puts a smile on my face.  

He’s my God. 
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P:  Then GOD promises to love me all day, sing songs all through the night!  My life 

is God’s prayer.   

C:  Sometimes I ask God, my rock-solid God, “Why did you let me down?   

P:  Why am I walking around in tears, harassed by enemies?”   

C:  They’re out for the kill, these tormentors with their obscenities, taunting day 

after day, “Where is this God of yours?”  P:  Why are you down in the dumps, 

dear soul?  Why are you crying the blues? 

C:  Fix my eyes on God—soon I’ll be praising again.  He puts a smile on my face.  

He’s my God. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 1:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks in love, 

From deepest agony. 

Oh, hear the message from above; 

His great compassion see. 

 

Gospel:  John 4:1-4 
-Jesus realized that the Pharisees were keeping count of the baptisms that he and 
John performed (although his disciples, not Jesus, did the actual baptizing). They 
had posted the score that Jesus was ahead, turning him and John into rivals in the 
eyes of the people. So Jesus left the Judean countryside and went back to Galilee. 
To get there, he had to pass through Samaria. He came into Sychar, a Samaritan 
village that bordered the field Jacob had given his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was 
still there. Jesus, worn out by the trip, sat down at the well. It was noon. 
A woman, a Samaritan, came to draw water. Jesus said, “Would you give me a 
drink of water?” (His disciples had gone to the village to buy food for lunch.) 
The Samaritan woman, taken aback, asked, “How come you, a Jew, are asking me, 
a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” (Jews in those days wouldn’t be caught dead 
talking to Samaritans.)  Jesus answered, “If you knew the generosity of God and 
who I am, you would be asking me for a drink, and I would give you fresh, living 
water.”  The woman said, “Sir, you don’t even have a bucket to draw with, and 
this well is deep. So how are you going to get this ‘living water’? Are you a better 
man than our ancestor Jacob, who dug this well and drank from it, he and his sons 
and livestock, and passed it down to us?”  Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this 
water will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who drinks the water I give will 
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never thirst—not ever. The water I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing 
fountains of endless life.” 
 
Children’s Sermon 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 2:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Obediently he dies; 

Sins pow’r had one its worst. 

Now, to fulfill God’s Word, he cries 

A simple word, “I thirst.” 

 

Homily:  Thirst! 

 

Hymn:  “In Your Thirst and Pain”  sung to Ack, Vad AR Dock Livet Har 777 6 

Jesus, in your thirst and pain, 

While your wounds your lifeblood drain, 

Thirsting more our love to gain: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Thirst for us in mercy still; 

All your holy work fulfill; 

Satisfy your loving will: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May we thirst your love to know; 

Lead us in our sin and woe 

Where the healing waters flow: 

Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

Honk your horn three times in response to the petitions. 

P:  Like a good shepherd, our Lord leads us beside the still waters and restores our 

souls.  Our cups run over.  As those who follow here he leads, let us join in 

fervent prayer: 

C:  Satisfy us with your overflowing grace, O God. 
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P:  That the Church of God may be attuned to the needs of the world, especially 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Satisfy us with your overflowing grace, O God. 

 

P:  That the governments and authorities may administer their responsibilities for 

the common good, as those who seek to fulfill the obligations of their office, 

let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Satisfy us with your overflowing grace, O God. 

 

P:  That God’s grace may overflow into the lives of the hungry and thirsty, the 

homeless and helpless, the sick and the dying, the hurting and grieving, and all 

who want in any way, let us join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Satisfy us with your overflowing grace, O God. 

 

P:  And that when our life on earth is done, the Lord may receive us into the glory 

of his saints and fulfill the faithful word by which he calls us to himself, let us 

join in fervent prayer: 

C:  Satisfy us with your overflowing grace, O God. 

 

P:  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
      and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Benediction 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 The Lord has brought you through the waters to live with him forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

Theme Hymn, vs. 3:  “Our Savior Speaks in Love”  sung to Southwell SM 

Our Savior speaks; may we 

Give heed to ev’ry word, 

And grace be given faithfully 

To trust what we have heard. 

 

Postlude: “As the Deer”  Nystrom/Wagner 

 


