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 It’s February and right smack in the middle of this month we celebrate 
Valentine’s Day.  There was an actual person behind the celebration.  
Perhaps as many as three. The one I’m thinking about lived back in the 
third century A.D.  On February 14, around the year 270 A.D.,   
Valentine, a priest in Rome in the days of Emperor Claudius II, 
was executed.  Under the rule of Claudius the Cruel, Rome was 
involved in many unpopular and bloody campaigns. Actually that 
was true of almost every emperor.  Claudius had to maintain a 
strong army, but was having a difficult time getting soldiers to 
join his military leagues. He believed that Roman men were   
unwilling to join the army because of their strong attachment to 
their wives and families. To get rid of the problem, Claudius 
banned all marriages and engagements in Rome. Valentine,   
realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and       
continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret.     
Valentine stood up to power for the sake of love and literally lost 
his head. 
 
“All You Need Is Love” is a Beatle song written by John Lennon 
during the summer of 1967.  The title and chorus of the song 
was borrowed from a popular saying at the time.  The protesters 
against the Vietnam War would shout and carry signs declaring, 
“All You Need Is Love.”  John was fascinated by how slogans 
effected the masses and was trying to capture the same spirit as 
the song, “We Shall Overcome,” the theme song for the Civil 
Rights movement.  In my limited travels I discovered it was also 
sung in East Germany as the East Germans struggled to end 
communist rule and in South Africa by the Black population    
during the apartheid years. 
 
      (Continued on page 2) 

All You Need is Love 
By Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 

February 2021 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
The words of the song are simple and easy to remember… 

Love, love, love 
Love, love, love,  
Love, love, love 

 
There’s nothing you can do that can ’t be done 

Nothing you can sing that can ’t be sung 
Nothing you can say, but you can learn how to play the game  

It’s easy 
Nothing you can make that can ’t be made 
No one you can save that can ’t be saved 

Nothing you can do, but you can learn how to be you in time  
It’s easy 

 
All you need is love  
All you need is love 

All you need is love, love  
Love is all you need 

 
I know it is February, but John is not talking about romantic love.  The Greek ’s had 
anywhere between 6 to 8 different words for love and that kind of love was known as 
“eros.”  John is talking about “agape” love.  Christians took that kind of love and    
expanded our understanding of it.  They looked to Jesus for their inspiration.  It ’s the 
kind of love that… 

makes it their mission to feed the hungry, cloth the naked, shelter the homeless 
and works to find ways to empower the poor to become self -sufficient and 
free themselves from the bonds of poverty.   

sees each and every human being as a human being, deserving of respect     
whatever their color, gender or sexual orientation.  

seeks to understand those they disagree with and to use non-violent means to 
resolve differences.          

 
It’s this kind of love that gives John Lennon ’s song, “All You Need Is Love” HOPE.  It 
can be done.  It won ’t be easy, but it can be done.  Look to the cross.  It was not 
easy, but God would not give up on us.  For us and for our salvation God sent God ’s 
Son into the world.  God ’s Son ended up on a cross, but God would not allow our 
“No” to be the final word.  God loved us and this world so much that God raised    
Jesus from the dead and he lives today.  
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   February 2021 Worship Schedule 
   Drive-in Worship at 8:00 a.m. and 9:15 a.m.  
 
Sunday, February 7:  The Fifth Sunday of Epiphany and Holy Communion 
Sunday, February 14:  The Sixth Sunday of Epiphany and Valentine’s Day 
Sunday, February 21:  The First Sunday of Lent with Guest Preacher Pastor Scott  
Sunday, February 28:  The Second Sunday of Lent with Guest Preacher Pastor Emily 
Tveite, UW Campus Pastor 
 

 On December 24th, Tom Lehr took our Drive-In Services and live streamed it.  
So you can now watch the behind the scenes versions of our Drive-In services.  
Tom has set up a couple of cameras and he has added in some additional      
content to make this an excellent production. This is done, in addition to our 
taped services.  You can find the live streamed service on our Facebook page.  If 
you like us on Facebook you will even receive a notification before the livestream 
starts.  The livestream videos like our taped services are then stored on our      
Facebook page and are available for you to watch anytime. You can even leave 

us comments while you are watching the service. Or just let us know you are watching! 

Ash Wednesday, Lenten, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Drive-In Services at 6:30 p.m.  

The last seven words Jesus spoke from the cross have never 
been forgotten.  This year during Lent we will take a good look 
at each one of them. 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 17:  Forgive! 
Wednesday, February 24: Paradise! 
Wednesday, March 3:  Behold! 
Wednesday, March 10: Forsaken! 
Wednesday, March 17: Thirst! 
Wednesday, March 24: Finished! 
Maundy Thursday, April 1:  For You! 
Good Friday, April 2:  Hands! 

   Take-Out Lenten Dinners to begin Wednesday, February 17th 
          The youth are going to see how serving a Take-Out Lenten Dinner  
          goes with our Drive-In Lenten Services.  Take-Out Dinner will be served 
          from 5:30 – 6:15 p.m.  After picking up dinner, park in the church   
          parking lot, enjoy your meal and get ready for worship to begin at 6:30 p.m.  
         Just like our Take-Out Dinner in January, place your order at the front door 
         and pick up at the East Door.  The cost will be $10 for adults, $5 for 12 and 
         under.  Please bring your own beverage.  A call telling us you are planning 
         on dinner would be nice, but not absolutely necessary.  We will serve you if  
         you come.  The church phone number is 873-9353 
 
Menus… 
Wednesday, February 17th:  Baked Chicken, Cheesy Potatoes, Green Beans, Fruit Salad, 
Swedish Rye Bread and Chocolate Chip Cookies. 
Wednesday, February 24th:  Lasagna, Lettuce Salad, Garlic Toast and Peanut Butter Rice 
Krispy Treats    



It is January and like so many January’s in the past the Social Concerns Committee is     
hosting a Food Drive for the Stoughton Food Pantry.  Unlike past years - and totally because 
of Covid-19, we are collecting monetary gifts exclusively.  In past years with a combination of 
food and cash we have raised 3 tons.  Our drive last year continued into Lent.  This year our 
goal is to raise $6,000 between now and Ash Wednesday or the end of Lent, whichever one 
is needed to reach our goal. 
 
If you read the Annual Report from the Social Concerns Committee you will realize this is 
well within our power.  By the end of 2020 Christ Lutheran had donated $17,516 to the 
Stoughton Food Pantry.  None of that includes the actual food we donated, which was at 
least a ton or two.  About $5300 of that came from Foundation funds that were not spent on 
programing expenses due to the pandemic.  Every single dollar we gave to the Food Pantry 
was greatly appreciated and definitely needed. 

A New Member Sunday is being planned for Sunday, 
March 21st.  If you are interested, or know anyone who 
is interested, please contact the church at 873-9353.  
Pastor Paula would like to visit with you in the café at 
least six feet apart and masked prior to our new     
member Sunday.  Call the office to schedule an        
appointment to meet with Pastor Paula individually or 
as a family group. 

3x                 = $6,000 
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I Dream a World   
By Langton Hughes and recited by President Abraham Lincoln each evening. 

 
I Dream a World where man      A world I dream where black or white, 
  
No other man will scorn,     Will share the bounties of the earth 
Where love will bless the earth    And every man is free, 
And peace its path adorn.      
         
I dream a world where all     Where wretchedness will hang its head 
Will know sweet freedom’s way,    And joy, like a pearl, 
Where greed no longer saps the soul   Attends the needs of all mankind— 
Nor avarice blights our day.     Of such I dream, my world. 



By Diane Matson 

Everyone knows the adage “It takes a village to raise a child”, but adults need a “village” too, 
and Gerry Ross found hers at Christ Lutheran in the form of Al and Eloise Christenson, Phyllis 
Gullickson, Pastors Paula and Scott, and Gladys Thompson among others.  
 
Calling Madison her hometown, Gerry moved to Stoughton almost 5 years ago to be closer to 
two of her grandchildren, but didn’t find Christ Lutheran until the passing of her daughter  
Deanna in 2013 at the age of almost 43 due to complications from brain tumor treatment that 
began in 1979. Al and Eloise introduced Gerry to their church friends and to Pastor Scott, who 
presided at Deanna’s funeral. 
 
Enter Pastor Paula, who introduced Gerry to Phyllis Gullickson who got her involved in the 
Wednesday night Confirmation dinners…..which morphed into helping with the Lutefisk  
dinners, quilters, money counting, bake sales, the Ambassador……..and cleaning candle  
holders!! Thanks to Gladys Thompson, who gave Gerry “private” quilting lessons, Gerry  
created and donated over 30 kid’s quilts this past Christmas. 
 
In addition to Deanna, Gerry is Mom to Tony and Michael, Mother-in-Law to Nicole, and 
Grandma to Abbie (16), Maribel (10) and of course Dayna… who at age 6, frequently  
accompanies Gerry to church, attends Sunday School, sings in the kid’s choir and always 
dresses like she just stepped out of a high-fashion children’s catalog. As Gerry reports, Dayna 
is “highly personable and spirited”. Abbie is a Stoughton High School football cheerleader  
looking forward to a class trip to Germany and Maribel loves to experiment with her hair color 
(it’s currently Christmas red) and has a brown belt in karate. Gerry’s constant companion and 
furry best friend is Dede, the thirteen pound teddy bear dog who according to Gerry believes 
that she’s a sixty pound dynamo. 
 
When she isn’t quilting, Gerry enjoys playing games on Facebook, reading, Friday night  
dinners with friends from CLC, and hanging out with her granddaughters. Travel is a vacation 
favorite, and with her sister Jean, Gerry vacationed in Wengen, Switzerland, a village with no 
cars and the home of their grandparents before they immigrated  to Primrose, Wisconsin to 
open a cheese factory. The trip also included a visit to Venosa, Italy, where their father was 
stationed during WWII, and a visit to the Vatican, but Gerry reports that the Pope was too busy 
to see them! 
 
As Deanna’s health declined, Gerry retired from American Family as a Call Center Manager in 
2012, and found a friendly community of Christians at Christ Lutheran. Our “village” has been 
enhanced by Gerry’s presence, and we are grateful to our CLC members and pastors who 
helped her find her home among us. 

Gerry Ross 
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 By Roger Slack 

  
 The book of The Acts of the Apostles could literally be named “The Gospel according to 
Luke- Part 2”. Both books were written by Luke, the physician, to a man named Theophilus, a 
man in authority that wanted to know more about Jesus. It takes off after the resurrection of   
Jesus and is a record of how the Gospel message and church spread out from Jerusalem into 
Asia and Italy and Greece.  
 
 As I read it I am amazed at how the spread took place and at how the Holy Spirit 
caused the message to take a permanent root in people’s hearts. There were some cities 
where the Apostles spent a few years at teaching and building up the congregations, training 
teachers to teach the truth about Jesus. But there were towns and cities where they were there 
just a matter of a few days before they were driven out and sometimes had to escape for their 
lives. When Paul and Barnabas or Silas came back on a return visit to see how they were      
doing, they were excited to find there were still Christians meeting together even after hearing 
the message for just a few days. What could the Apostles have said to them that would make 
such an impression if the Holy Spirit had not burned it deeply on their hearts? What were the 
meetings like in those early days? I’m sure we would not recognize them as a church service 
like ours, but maybe a prayer meeting you may have been a part of at some point in your life. 
They may have learned the Lord’s Prayer they could pray together. At the Last Supper, Jesus 
and the disciples sang a hymn before leaving the upper room and going out to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, so songs were probably a part of their getting together. Songs were very much a 
way of telling the Gospel Message and a very attractive way to get people’s attention. Very   
possibly, if one of the new Christians wrote a new song, it was the highlight of their meeting as 
they all sang it and memorized the melody and words to be able to sing it together next time. I 
can’t help but envision the little kids learning the songs as well and singing them during the 
week as they played.  
 
 It is hard to say what life was like back then, but I feel their coming together was a 

source of Joy and reassurance that God really did love them and wanted them to be with Him 

forever. I look forward to when we can meet together, up close, face to face, shaking hands and 

giving hugs inside our church. It can’t get here fast enough for me.  
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“Christ In Our Home,” daily devotional booklets large and small print for January, February and 
March are available.  
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Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 
 
Imagine this: a duke and a duchess have a horrible marriage. And then, on the same day, the 
duchess and three other women all birth children. The only difference is: the duchess’s child 
is a daughter, and she isn’t the duke’s, while the other three baby boys are. So, the power 
hungry duke does what power hungry dukes do: he baptizes the daughter as a son, hides her 
away, and rounds up the three boys so they can battle royale it out to decide who will take his 
title. 
 
And that, my friends, is the premise to the Sarah Maclean trilogy that ends in the inimitable 
Daring and the Duke.  These four children, Ewan, Grace, Whit, and Devil, survive this awful 
gauntlet together and because of that, they build this insane bond. They look out for each  
other. Until…well, until they don’t. 
 
Because here’s the thing: the power hungry duke knows his plan will only work if there are no 
extraneous witnesses. Ewan, one of the four children, knows the depths of the duke’s  
ruthlessness, and so, he does what he thinks he has to do. 
 
And with Ewan’s actions, the four characters are catapulted into this years-long question of 
what it means to be faithful to another person. Because for Grace, Whit, and Devil,  
faithfulness means being there, sticking with your friends through the good and the bad. It 
means fighting tooth and nail for what you believe in and not accepting half measures. 
 
But for Ewan, it means doing what needs to be done. It means sacrificing himself to be the 
next duke, knowing that his friends hate him, because if he remains with his father, if he plays 
into the role of duke, he can control the relative safety of his friends. For him, being faithful to 
them means becoming their villain, so that he is their first line of defense, and one that is 
backed by the power of a title. 
 
And I think this is a really interesting paradox because all these characters have such strong 
beliefs that are really rooted in what they think is necessary and important. And as Grace and 
Ewan come face to face with each other years after their split, their definitions of faithfulness 
is something they have to reconcile with each other. Because faithfulness is, I think, uniquely 
positioned where intention does not always equate to impact.  
 
What do I mean by that? I don’t really quite know. As a reader, I can know that Ewan is  
deeply faithful to Grace. As a reader, I can know that Grace was deeply faithful to her trio of 
friends, and especially Ewan, but felt absolutely betrayed by him. Because from Grace’s     
perspective, Ewan’s actions were seemingly faithless when he intended them to be           
completely opposite.  
 
But. Do intentions matter if the impact doesn’t follow through on them? Sometimes, yes.  
Ewan’s initial action mattered, I think. I think it was a deeply faithful action to Grace and to his 
friends. But I think his continued action, without any communication or specific care to the  
repercussions of his actions outside of his own ideals, were not.  
 
And yes, I know I’m being extremely vague, but this is a truly beautiful book and I don’t want 
to give out too many spoilers. However, my conclusion is this: with acts of faithfulness, impact 
matters immensely. Intention can only go so far. But. Part of the beauty of faith is that there is 
always room for redemption in flawed intentions and failed actions. Because everything is 
flawed, and part of faith is hope, and hope requires forgiveness. Faithfulness is not a  
Sisyphean task. It is just one that requires honesty and action and hope. 

By Sophie Geister-Jones 



NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 
 

 
 

Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 2021 
Monday, June 21 – June 27 

Youth in Grades 7-12 and ALL INTERESTED ADULTS     
Cost:  $350       $300 after campership 

   When to go is the question.  The Mission Trip is taking our usual week in July.  We want to give the snow time 
to melt in Glacier National Park.  Let’s try just switching weeks.  How about June 21 – June 27.  The ice goes 
out in late May in the BWCA.  The water will be colder, but the fishing will be better.          
   As always to keep our costs down we pack out our own food and provide as many of our own tents and        
Duluth packs as possible.  We have 15 Duluth Packs.  The Outfitter provides the canoes, paddles, life jackets, a 
few Duluth packs, bunkhouse accommodations for Monday, June 21, breakfast the following morning and a 
shower when we come off trails.  We come off trails the morning of Sunday, June 27, shower and head home.  
We usually arrive home about 10:00 p.m.  For youth who can drive, parents may want to leave a car in the 
church parking lot.  We have two permits for Seagull Lake and one for Sag.  One group at least will focus on 
fishing, the other on seeing just how far they can go.  Brad Milbauer has agreed to lead the fisher people.      
Pastor Paula and Lori Moll will lead the other.      
   We leave early Monday, June 21 at 6:00 a.m.  That means you need to be at the church by 5:30 a.m. to pack. 
Why so early?  We have 500 miles to travel.  Bring food to snack on in the vehicles.  We will stop at Duluth    
harbor for lunch.  Bring a packed lunch if you like.  Food can be purchased there.  In Grand Marais we will have 
supper at Sven and Ole’s pizza before we head up the Gunflint trail and Voyageur Outfitters.  That cost is part of 
the trip.   
   What do you do in the Boundary Waters?  You paddle, portage, cook your meals over an open fire, swim, fish, 
enjoy the wilderness and the people you are with.  Bring a book to read and some small portable games.  We 
come off the water between 7 - 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, shower, pack up and leave for home.  The cost of the trip 
also covers breakfast/lunch at the Mid Trail Cafe about 30 miles south of the Outfitters. Once you have signed 
up, I will share with you a list of items that you will need to pack out.   
 
 

Silent Auction in March 
The youth usually have their Garage Sale/Bake Sale/Silent Auction/Manna Café in March.  Obviously that           
is not going to happen this year.  What we will try is a Silent Auction.  Items will be photographed and appear in 
the March newsletter as well as online.  We will figure out ways people can bid on the items.  The details will be 
worked out, but we need items as well.  If you have any item that you are willing to donate and think would     
attract some bids please contact Pastor Paula at pastorpaula@clcstoughton.org or Nina Milbauer at                 
clcstoughton@gmail.com.  Thank you! 
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Education Updates 

In-person Confirmation classes began again on January 27th for the 8th 
Graders and January 28th for the 7th Graders.  We are keeping the 
groups to a maximum of 10 students and the 8th Grade class, because      
of it’s size has been broken up into two separate groups.  The groups          
will remain the same as they were before we had to pause our In-person 
classes.   
 
 To make up for the weeks we missed, we will have confirmation          
students meet during the weeks of Lent on Tuesday and Thursday Night.  
They will still be expected to attend the Lenten services on Wednesday 
Nights but, the  8th Graders will be asked to come to confirmation classes 
on Tuesday Nights Group #1 at 5:00 pm and Group #2 at 6:30 pm.              
7th Graders will report on Thursday nights at 5:00 pm. 

 We started up the In-person Sunday school classes on Sunday January 
31st.  Each group is less than 10 students and the groups are in separate 
areas of the church.  One group is meeting in the gym, one in the large youth 
room and one in the café area.  To accommodate the amount of kids that 
signed up for in-person Sunday school, we had to alternate weeks.  We are 
continuing that now that we have reopened.  The Green group was the 1st 
group to come back to class and we will have the yellow group attend the 
first week of February.  The staff are excited to see the kids back.   
 
To accommodate those families that do not want their kids to meet In-person 
we will continue to post On-line Sunday school classes for families each 
week. You can find these on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton or on our  
Website: https://clcstoughton.org/christian-edyouth/    
 
We have had some good response to our online classes.  We have gotten 
feedback on some of the lessons from as far away as Hawaii. Anyone is  
welcome to view these videos.  
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Community invited to Stoughton Norwegian Dancers Norse   
Afternoon of Fun STOUGHTON, Wisconsin — The                  
internationally known Stoughton Norwegian Dancers will         
present their annual “Norse Afternoon of Fun” performance on 
Sun., Feb. 14th , 2021, at 1:30 p.m., shown virtually on the     
Norwegian Dancer Facebook page.  
www.facebook.com/NorwegianDancers  
 
RAFFLE: To purchase raffle tickets for 25 amazing prizes, 
please visit: https://go.rallyup.com/norse2021  
 
For more information about the Stoughton Norwegian Dancers, 
please visit: https://stoughtonnorwegiandancers.com.  



                              Memorials 
In Memory of:   From: 
Louise Kluge   Patsy Day 
Louise Kluge   Marilyn Vandrell 
Louise Kluge   Louis & Darlene Halverson 
Louise Kluge   Al & Eloise Christensen 
Louise Kluge   Richard & Sherry Shea 
Louise Kluge   Al & Barb Stock 
Louise Kluge   Friends & Relatives 

 
                    Endowment Foundation 
In Memory of:                        From: 
Louise Kluge   Dan & Diane Matson 
Louise Kluge   Tom & Cindy Lehr 
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Funeral  December 8th —     
Louise Ellen Kluge 

 Our Missionary Pastor Kristin Engstrom  
is Returning to Senegal  

 
When I returned to the United States in March, 2020 due to concerns about 
COVID-19, I thought I would be in the US for only a couple months. As with most 
of our expectations around COVID, my expectations were stretched by reality as I 
continue to live and work in the United States ten months later. And so it is with 
great joy and some trepidation, that I am excited to share that I will be returning to 
Senegal at the beginning of February. Please continue to keep our sisters and 

brothers in Senegal and myself in your prayers. Senegal is currently responding to a second wave of 
COVID infections. Masks are mandatory, an evening curfew is in place, and large gatherings are not 
allowed. The government of Senegal is hoping to begin COVID vaccinations in March, as part of the 
COVAX initiative. COVAX is part of a partnership between the World Health Organization (WHO), 
UNICEF, and Gavi (Global Alliance for Vaccines & Immunizations) “with the aim of providing     
innovative and equitable access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines… in order to 
ensure that people in all corners of the world will get access to COVID-19 vaccines once they are 
available, regardless of their wealth.” Returning to Senegal Pastor Kristin Engstrom As an ELCA 
global missionary, I serve as the Country Coordinator for the Young Adults in Global Mission 
(YAGM) program in Senegal. I’m originally from the mid-western United States, and served as a    
parish pastor in northern New Jersey for six years prior to moving to Senegal in 2016. January 2021 
NEWS FROM YAGM SENEGAL Pastor Kristin Engstrom, YAGM Country Coordinator Even as I 
plan my return to Senegal, the YAGM program is in the process of discerning the feasibility of this 
global program for 2021-2022. This discernment process has included listening to our YAGM      
companions, researching COVID statistics and trends, and discussing and praying about how and if 
we can facilitate the YAGM program next year while also protecting and ensuring the health and 
safety of YAGM participants and companions. Once a decision is made about the feasibility of the 
YAGM 2021-2022 program, it will be announced on the YAGM Facebook page (facebook.com/
ELCAYAGM). Thank you for your continued support of the global church and of my work as a       
missionary during this time of uncertainty. I have been inspired and fortified by your faithfulness    
and your partnership in ministry. God be with you. Nio farr.  

    Elizabeth Circle 
             News 
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