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Sunday Worship 
Will be recorded and     

posted to Facebook and 
our Website. We are also 

holding Drive-in services at 
8:00 AM and 9:15 AM in 
the church parking lot. A 

weekly devotional will also 
be mailed to each       

member. 
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700 County Highway B 

Stoughton, WI 

Christ Lutheran 

Ambassador 

     I’ve been driving around town the last few weeks and have seen       
Christmas lights on a lot of houses.  We had some wonderfully warm days in 
November.  People took the opportunity to decorate their homes early, but 
they didn’t wait until after Thanksgiving to turn them on.  They flipped the 
switch weeks early.  I love it.  What I love even more is people’s reluctance 
to give up those lights once Christmas and the ten days of Christmas are 
well past.  I saw lights still lighting up homes in February last year.  I love it 
because I see Christmas lights as a prayer for hope.  “Lord, our hope is in 
you.  Send your hope into this world.  Let us see you alive in this world.  Give 
us a reason to hope.” 
 
We are in the Advent Season once again.  Each week we light another      
candle of the Advent Wreath as we wait for the Light of the World to be born 
into the world.  On Christmas Eve all five candles are lit, the center candle 
being the Christ Candle and we celebrate the birth of hope into this world.  
The prayer those Christmas lights pray is answered.  Jesus ministry gives us 
all kinds of reason to hope.  What he said and did was filled with hope.  But 
his death gives us the clearest reason to hope.  The Romans and Jewish 
authorities tried their best to silence him.  God raised him from the dead.    
Jesus and all he was and is lives in the world today.  This Christmas I look 
forward to his birth once again.  It never gets old.  How could hope get old?  

Christmas Lights and Hope 
Pastor Paula Geister-Jones 
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Special Services at Christ Lutheran in December 
We will continue our Drive-In Services at 8 and 
9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings as well as our 
Online Services at our  
website at www.clcstoughton.org and  
facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton 
 
Sunday, December 6:  It is the second Sunday in Advent and 
the first Sunday of the month so there will be communion.  Come 
each Sunday, because starting the first Sunday of Advent and each 
week after that you can watch as more and more decorations are 
put up to celebrate the coming of the Christ Child. 
 
Sunday, December 20 at 8 & 9:15 a.m. :  A Service of Lessons 

and Carols with a few words about each of the texts and special 
music provided by Wendy Olson, Kyla Betts and Kathy Henry.  

Christmas Eve Drive-In Worship 
3:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 
It won’t be like gathering inside, but we promise to make it special.  I 
remember one Christmas Eve when I was in grade school.  It had 
snowed and the plows had not gotten out to plow the streets.  We 
walked to church that year through a least a foot of snow.  It made a 
memory.  Come to church this Christmas Eve with your blankets and 
hot chocolate and make a memory.  Hope is born into the world and 
no matter how cold it is, like the birth of any child, it cannot be 
stopped.  

The Mission Trip Youth will have a Take-Out  
Dinner which will be served on…  
Sunday, December 20 from 11 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.   
Cost: $10.   
Menu….  
Meatballs and Gravy  
Mashed Potatoes 
Squash and Green Beans 
A small loaf of Swedish Rye Bread (communion size)  
Three Christmas Cookies 
There will be two lines to pick up your food at the front door and East Door.  There will be folks 
out in the parking lot to direct traffic.  We are planning for a crowd, but you are encouraged to 
call the church and let us know if you are coming.  That food will be put aside to assure you 
are served. (873-9353) 
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BIG Advent Wreath 
Thank you Brad Milbauer for making CLC a BIG Advent 
Wreath, one that can be seen from the parking lot.  The         
candles do light up.  They may be hard to see during daylight 
hours, but on Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m. they will proclaim for 
all to see that our HOPE has definitely come into this world. 

$10,975 Has Been Raised for the Two New Lawnmowers 
 

My figures were a little off last month.  This is the correct amount.  
We have till spring to raise $9,000 more.  With two new lawnmowers 
our crew of volunteers will be mowing the grass in comfort. 

Thank you Ted and Mya Sehmer for driving the 
Lutheran World Relief Kits up to the warehouse 
in South St. Paul and then, because of Covid-
19, unloading them all by yourselves.  They 
took up 84 quilts, 56 school kits, 50 health kits 

Kits Delivered ! 



Jeff and Brenda Zarth 
By Diane Matson 
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Car Guy Meets Holistic Health Nurse and the rest is history. But wait, there’s 
more…..lots, lots more! 
 
The story of the Zarth merger begins with a long and winding trail. Brenda’s 
life began in Ellison Bay at the tip of Door County where she was one of 50 
high school graduates, who had to pull a 200 foot row of weeds in the       
garden every morning before being allowed to go swimming at the beach for 
the rest of the day. While to the east, Jeff was born and raised in             
Lakewood, Ohio, graduating from Lakewood High School and Fenn College           
(known today as Cleveland State) with a degree in mechanical                     

engineering….although his first job was as an assistant in a large funeral home! 
 
Jeff and Brenda each eventually found their way to Stoughton. Jeff arrived in 1980 as an       
employee of Stoughton Trailers, retiring as Executive Vice President of Sales and Marketing, 
while Brenda has lived in Stoughton since 2005, closing on her new home just a few days after 
the Stoughton tornado. She received her BSN in Nursing from UW Eau Claire and currently 
works for UW Health’s Cottage Grove Clinic. 
 
As fate would have it, the stars aligned at a January 2007 meeting of the Shalom Holistic 
Health Clinic in Stoughton,  where Jeff and Brenda both became members of their Board of 
Directors, and ultimately became the marketing team. 
 
Married since 2013, the Zarths have a blended family of kids, step kids, grandkids, 2 grand 
cats, a 10 month-old grand dog named Millie, and 4 grand chickens! 
 
You would expect a car guy and his bride to spend a lot of their free time traveling…and they 
do. Proud owners of 6 cars, one large motorcycle, 2 motor scooters, and 2 snowmobiles, their 
favorite mode of transportation is via motorcycle. Jeff professes to have ridden in all 50 states, 
several of the Canadian Provinces, many European countries on 3 trips, and one trip to New 
Zealand. A favorite memory of Brenda’s was on a ride through Nebraska when she was     
watching a dust devil crossing a field on one side of the road while Jeff was marveling at a   
motorcycle that he was passing with a 6 foot step ladder tied to the back, and neither saw the 
other’s “point of interest”. It was then that they decided to invest in intercoms for their helmets. 
 
Community involvement is second nature to Brenda and Jeff. At Christ Lutheran, Brenda 
serves on the Board of Social Concerns and she established and oversees the monthly blood 
pressure screening clinic that is held in the church library. Professionally, she has a leadership 
role on the Nurse Practice Council of UW Hospital and Clinics, and she authors an occasional 
column for The Hub. Jeff is currently serving on 6 Board of Directors, ranging from         
Stoughton’s START to Cars Curing Kids, raising funds for pediatric research at American   
Family Children’s Hospital.  In 1999, he was the Charter Chairman of the National Corvette 
Restorer Society. He also chairs Christ Lutheran’s Fellowship Committee and has organized 
the ever-popular Car Show/Sock Hop event. 
 
Both agree that they love “everything” about Christ Lutheran. Singing (and Linda Kunz)         
worshipping together, the multigenerational aspect of the congregation, Our Daily Bread  
involvement……..and the list goes on. Both Jeff and Brenda come from ecumenical  
backgrounds of membership in various denominations, and we are so thankful that they  
found one another, and their forever Lutheran home with us! 



 By Roger Slack 
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In Luke 15, Jesus teaches about 3 things that were lost: a 
lost sheep, a lost coin and a prodigal son. I had never  
really thought about these three stories being grouped  
together like that before.  
 
 The story of the 99 sheep together and the one 
who wandered off had always caused me to wonder about 
the wisdom of the shepherd. I hoped he had some help to 
keep the 99 safe from attack by predators. When I was a 
kid growing up on a farm, we didn’t have sheep, but we 
had dairy cows and each one had a name right after they 
were born. I can’t help but think this shepherd had his 
sheep named and he may have known exactly which one 
he was looking for. It was a young one for him to put it on 
his shoulders and carry it back home, but it shows how 
much it meant to him and how much he cared.  
 
  The story of the woman that lost one of her ten 
coins always seemed to have part of the story missing. If 
these coins were just pocket change to her, she would 
never have scoured the house like she did looking for it. 
Maybe she was very poor and it literally was a life and 
death situation for existence. A man once said to me, it 

may have been a wedding gift from her husband as a promise that he would provide for her as 
long as she lived. All of a sudden I could see those coins being very precious. Either way, she 
looked as hard for her coin as the shepherd did for his young sheep. 
 
 The story of the prodigal son is a little different in that this time, it is a person that  
is lost, not a possession. He is lost by choice needing to get away and live his own life. The  
father was wise and a good judge of character, even though it was one of the hardest things 
he probably ever had to do. His faith in God had to have been great and I’m sure a day didn’t 
go by without him praying for his son. The father didn’t go looking for him as the son didn’t 
want to be found. The son needed to realize for himself that he was lost. I can imagine the  
fathers heart was ready to burst when he saw his lost son come over the hill and say those 
words to him.  
 
 Each of those stories end with a party celebrating that what was lost was now found. 

The shepherd, the woman and the father all were so grateful and filled with thanksgiving to 

God. It also shows us how much Joy God has as He seeks for us  

and allows us to realize how much we need to come back to Him.   



Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 
 
A Duke, The Lady, and a Baby by Vanessa Riley not only has one of the most cliché and      
adorable titles for a historical romance book, it also is a veritable treasure trove when it comes 
to all the different forms of love. It has familial love. It has romantic love. It has self-love. And it 
has the love of a sisterhood.  
 
(It is, if you were wondering, about a West Indian heiress, Patience, whose British husband is 
killed and she’s framed for his murder. Her baby is taken from her and a coalition of widows 
help her go undercover as a nanny/nursemaid to take care of her son while he is put into the 
care of the new duke. Love endures and ensues.) 
 
Because here’s the thing—we all know there is more than one or two different types of love, 
and yet a lot of the times we as a society don’t like going into the nuance of all the different 
types, and I think it hurts us. Because while romance is my bread and butter these dark 
(literally) days of Covid-19, it is not the only love. 
 
And the ancient Greeks knew this too. And they had an arsenal of words that they used to     
describe love:  

Agape: the love between God and humanity or a human 
Eros: romantic, intimate love 
Philia: a love between friends 
Storge: the love you find between parents and children. And also, (gotta love the Greeks,) 

between a person and their favorite sports team. 
Philautia: self-love 
Xenia: the love that a good host shows their guests. 

 
And so, obviously, when a person says love they can say one thing or many things. And a 
“love story” is more than just boy meets girl. A love story is friends being there for each other, 
and parents cuddling their children even after a diaper blow-up. A love story is going to       
Lambeau Field when it is 1,000,000 degrees outside because of the Packers or staying for 
every single extra inning at a baseball game. It is taking time to do yoga or read a book or take 
a bath.  
 
And A Duke, The Lady, and a Baby manages to show how all these different love stories can 
come together to support and celebrate and make a person. Because Patience’s story would 
not be possible without her love for her child. Or the love and support of the coalition of        
widows. Or the friends she makes that help her protect her son. It wouldn’t be possible without 
the Duke learning to stop self-flagellating and show himself the same compassion and love he 
shows the baby to which he has become a guardian.  
 
When Vanessa Riley wrote her book, she was aware of the fact that a love story is more than 
just two people connecting. Love is something that stitches humanity together when we’re at 
our worst and weakest. Love is compassion and support and grace. It is the big things and the 
little things.  
 
Agape is the love between God and humanity. It is the backbone of our faith and the center      
of our baptism. It is a promise of grace and forgiveness and support. And it should be the   
blueprint of how we show all other forms of love. As we think about how we show and give    
and accept love from others and from and to our self, we should ask: Does this honor         
agape-love? Is how we act a reflection of the love we feel from God? 
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 By Sophie Geister-Jones 
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When the Emergency Order #10 came out from the Madison and Dane County Public Health 
group on the 17th of November we as a staff discussed how it would impact what we are doing 
at church and decided to put our in-person Sunday school and confirmation classes on-hold 
until the first week of January.  So what does that mean for Families?  

 
What will confirmation look like?  It was discussed and decided that it is       
better for our curriculum and the focus on group discussions to have classes             
in-person so we will not be posting anything online for Confirmation and we will     
not be having any zoom classes.   
 

If your confirmation student missed any classes that were held from September 20th through 
November 12th we have posted the videos of those classes online so that they can make up 
any work that they missed and they can email JennyH@clcstoughton.org with their completed 
work so that we can mark them down as completing those classes. 
 
 You can find videos of the Confirmation classes that were held in-person posted on our 
 facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton 
or on our Website: https://clcstoughton.org/christian-edyouth/7th-and-8th-grade-confirmation-
videos/ 
 
 Confirmation students can also continue working on their Confirmation requirements. They 
can still get sermon notes from watching either the in-person Drive-in church services or online 
church services. They can get credits for helping out with services. They can usher or hand out 
busy bags at our Drive-in service. They can read the daily lesson at the 9:15 am Drive-In      
service.  They can submit a video for the Christmas program and they can acolyte by sending 
in a photo of them attending a church service and lighting a candle by taking a picture in their 
car or at home while they are watching the service.  
 
The current plan is to start up the 8th grade confirmation classes in-person again on      
Wednesday, January 6th and 7th grade confirmation on Thursday, January 7th.  

 
What will Sunday school look like?  
We will continue to post On-line Sunday school classes for families each week 
that we were originally scheduled to. You can find these on Facebook:                   
https://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranChurchStoughton or on our Website:         

https://clcstoughton.org/christian-edyouth/   We plan to start back up with in-person Sunday 
school for those families that choose to on January 10th.  We will be sending out packets for 
kids with the lessons pamphlets so that they can do the posted lessons online at home.  We 
will also be sending a weekly email to families including the teachers guides to these lessons 
and other supplemental materials. 
 

How will the Christmas Program work?  
We are still planning to make a Christmas program that we can post Online.  Please       
continue to send in video’s of your family groups at home.  We would like to get all videos 
no later than Sunday December 6th because we have to edit the video and post it to        
Facebook and the Website by December 13th.  We extended the deadline due to the 
changes we had to make that prevented us from doing any in-person recordings at the 
church. 

 
We will be providing new calendars to all families for Confirmation and Sunday school because 
we will be extending out our year to accommodate our longer than anticipated break over the 
holidays.  We wanted you all to know that we changed this because we felt it best with the 
numbers climbing and the new order sent out to make these changes for the health and       
wellbeing of our church families.  We will miss having our in-person groups coming in for      
classes over the next several weeks and we look forward to seeing everyone in January! 



NEWS YOUTH CAN USE 

Friday, July 23
rd

 – Sunday, August 1 
Bob Marshall Wilderness Area just south of Glacier National Perk 

Cost:  Approximately $1500 
 

The Youth Ministry Team is still putting together the details, but we wanted you to know that 
the 2021 Mission Trip will be to the Bob Marshall Wilderness Area and Glacier National Park.  
 
 The plan at this point is to leave sometime Friday, July 23.  We would fly into Glacier            
International Airport near Kalispell, Montana.  We will head to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 
on Sunday and stay through Friday, traveling to Bob Marshall Wilderness Area Monday – 
Thursday to do trail maintenance.  Friday morning the camp will arrange a white water rafting 
experience for us.   
 
Check out the camp on the internet.  It is situated on Flathead Lake and is absolutely        
beautiful.  After a hard day’s work there is a lake we can jump in and plenty of places for a 
campfire.  Our accommodation will be cabins with bunkbeds. The camp will provide our meals.  
On the Saturdays on either side of our time at Flathead Bible Camp we will tour Glacier       
National Park, do some hiking, possibly take in a rodeo or do some horseback riding and      
enjoy a Cowboy Cookout.  The camp is looking into a local Lutheran Church in Kalispell to 
provide housing.  The church they are thinking about has showers.   
 
Details and cost are still in the process of being ironed out, but registration forms are going to 
be mailed out now!   We don’t know where we will be with this pandemic next summer, but we 
are hoping this trip will be a go.  It is a trip where we can limit our contact with others to our 
own group.  Sign up now because we need your help with our fundraiserers!!! 

Mission Trip 2021  
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The Mission Trip Youth are only serving a Take-Out Dinner which will 
be served on… 

Sunday, December 20 from 11 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Cost: $10. 
Menu…. 

Meatballs and Gravy 
Mashed Potatoes 

Squash and Green Beans 
A small loaf of Swedish Rye Bread (communion size) 

Three Christmas Cookies 
Call the church now and make your reservation! 

(608) 873-9353 
 

 

 
 

The Youth going on the mission trip want to thank you for your support last month.  Your       
response was awesome.  We want you to know, we are cooking again, but this time with a lot 
of help from our friends.    
 
The following items are for sale FROZEN or CANNED.  All they need is to be warmed up, 
baked or opened.  Please look over the list and help us out by placing an order.  All items will 
be available for pick up Thursday and Friday, December 17th and 18th from noon to 6:00 p.m.   
If you are unable to pick them up, delivery can be arranged. 
Order form on next page 
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Dear Friends of Madison Area Jail Ministry: 
 
I once read that “gratitude is the memory of the heart.” How grateful 
we are at MAJM, and how we will remember your generosity in the 
coming years.  
 
We made our budget balance this year due to the diligence of so 
many volunteers, parish communities who supported us in their        
giving, grants, fundraisers, and contributions from committed           
individuals—all of you who gave and all who helped raise funds we 
will “remember in our hearts’ and in remembering we will be grateful.  
 
Rev. Jeff Vanden Heuvel 

Funeral  November 17th- 
Jeanne Matson 

Funeral  November 14th - 
Jon Legreid 

Memorials 
 

In Memory of:               From: 
Kathy Baer   Steve and Alice Hendrickson 

The American Red Cross will be holding a Blood 
Drive here at CLC in the Gym on December 2nd  

from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM. 
 

 For an appointment call: 1-800-RED-CROSS         
(1-800-733-2767) or visit  

redcrossblood.org 
                                           NEW! All blood donations are now tested for COVID-19 antibodies.  

    redcrossblood.org/antibody testing 
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“Christ In Our Home” “  daily devotional booklets for December in large and small print are 
available for pick up.  If you are interested in getting a copy give us a call at 873-9353 and 
we can bring a copy out to your car. 


