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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

December 13, 2020 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Pastor:  Paula Geister-Jones Lay Ministry Administrator: Jenny Hoffman  

Preacher:  Scott Geister-Jones 

Organist/Pianist: Linda Kunz Soloist: Kyla Betts 

Lector: Cindy Flory (8:00 a.m.)  Brenda Skaar (9:15 a.m.)  

Usher:  Jim Lunde (8:00 a.m.)   

Tune your radio to FM 87.9      Technical Support: Thomas Lehr 

 
“Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist 
make clear that God is turning our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All 
God’s children got a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, 
formal, pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to wear. 
We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for a foretaste of 
God’s party. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P:  We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of  

      preparation for Christ’s advent. 

C:  As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the  

      Lord’s coming  in glory. 

P:  Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. 

C:  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day  

      draws near.  Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

minister begins. 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C:  Amen 

 

P:  Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God 

desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  Loving and forgiving God, 

C:  We confess that we are held captive by sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we 

have gone astray.  We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved 

our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of 

Christ.  Amen. 

P:  People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are 

forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in 

the peaceable realm of God.  May you be strengthened in God’s love, + 

comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

HYMN: “Prepare the Royal Highway”   #264 ELW vss. 1-3 

Vs. 1:  Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

 

Refrain 

Hosanna to the Lord,  for he fulfills God's word! 

 

Vs. 2: God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 
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Palm branches strew before him!  Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 

 

Vs. 3” Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing:  Refrain 

 

GREETING    

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 

 

LITANY  
P:  In the beginning was the Word, 
C:  and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
P:  In the Word was life, 
C:  and the life was the light of all people. 
P:  The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:  and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  #257 ELW  vss. 5 & 6 
Vs. 5:  O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

Vs. 6: O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight.   

Refrain 

 
SALUTATION  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 

     words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your  

     light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  

     and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
ANTHEM:  
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 61:1-11 
1-7 The Spirit of GOD, the Master, is on me because GOD anointed me. 
He sent me to preach good news to the poor, heal the heartbroken, Announce 
freedom to all captives, pardon all prisoners. GOD sent me to announce the year 
of his grace— a celebration of God’s destruction of our enemies— and to comfort 
all who mourn, To care for the needs of all who mourn in Zion,  give them 
bouquets of roses instead of ashes, Messages of joy instead of news of doom, a 
praising heart instead of a languid spirit. Rename them “Oaks of Righteousness” 
planted by GOD to display his glory. They’ll rebuild the old ruins, raise a new city 
out of the wreckage. They’ll start over on the ruined cities, take the rubble left 
behind and make it new. You’ll hire outsiders to herd your flocks and foreigners to 
work your fields, But you’ll have the title “Priests of GOD,” honored as ministers of 
our God. You’ll feast on the bounty of nations, you’ll bask in their glory. Because 
you got a double dose of trouble and more than your share of contempt, Your 
inheritance in the land will be doubled and your joy go on forever. 8-9 “Because 
I, GOD, love fair dealing and hate thievery and crime, I’ll pay your wages on time 
and in full, and establish my eternal covenant with you. Your descendants will 
become well-known all over. Your children in foreign countries will be recognized 
at once as the people I have blessed.” 10-11 I will sing for joy in GOD, explode in 
praise from deep in my soul! He dressed me up in a suit of salvation, he outfitted 
me in a robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom who puts on a tuxedo and a bride 
a jeweled tiara. For as the earth bursts with spring wildflowers, and as a garden 
cascades with blossoms, So the Master, GOD, brings righteousness into full bloom and 

puts praise on display before the nations. 
     
 
L:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE:  “Emmanuel” 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us; his name is called Emmanuel. 
 

The Gospel is announced… 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 1st Chapter.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
6-8 There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the 
Life-Light. He came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was 
not himself the Light; he was there to show the way to the Light.  19-20 When Jews 
from Jerusalem sent a group of priests and officials to ask John who he was, he 
was completely honest. He didn’t evade the question. He told the plain truth: “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21 They pressed him, “Who, then? Elijah?” “I am not.” “The 
Prophet?” “No.” 22 Exasperated, they said, “Who, then? We need an answer for 
those who sent us. Tell us something—anything!—about yourself.” 23 “I’m 
thunder in the desert: ‘Make the road straight for God!’ I’m doing what the 
prophet Isaiah preached.” 24-25  Those sent to question him were from the 
Pharisee party. Now they had a question of their own: “If you’re neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet, why do you baptize?” 26-27 John answered, “I 
only baptize using water. A person you don’t recognize has taken his stand in your 
midst. He comes after me, but he is not in second place to me. I’m not even 
worthy to hold his coat for him.” 28 These conversations took place in Bethany on 
the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing at the time. 
 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN:  “Hark the Glad Sound”  #239 ELW 

Vs. 1:  Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song. 

 

Vs. 2: He comes the pris'ners to release, in Satan's bondage held. 

The gates of brass before him burst, the iron fetters yield. 
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Vs. 3: He comes the broken heart to bind, the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace to enrich the humble poor. 

 

Vs. 4:  Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heav'n's eternal arches ring with your beloved name. 

 

 APOSTLE’S CREED 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESION 
P:  God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary     
      world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
Honk your horns with times after each petition 
P:  God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the  
      work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors,  
      deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their  
      prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear  
      us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of  
      creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants.  
      Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their  
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      living. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and  
      ask us to care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as 
      they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and  
      mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for  
      people who have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake,  
      or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster  
      Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear 
       us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits  
      are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower  
      us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a  
      place of refuge and healing. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are  
      grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant  
      love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:  Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus  
      Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
Honk your horns to greet one another. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our trespasses, 
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 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION 
P:  The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long expected Savior to 

fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit to guide your journey, + now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Go in peace.  Prepare the way of the Lord! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
Honk your horns! 
 
SENDING HYMN:  “People Look East”  #248 ELW 

Vs. 1:  People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east, and sing today—Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Vs. 2:  Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow'r may flourish. 

 People, look east, and sing today— Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Vs. 3:  Stars, keep the watch.  

When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east, and sing today— Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 

Vs. 4:  Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev'ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east, and sing today—Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 

POSTLUDE: 

 


