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Main news 
 
In February, container vessel calls in Brazilian ports fell by 
0.66% compared to the same month in 2020. Compared to 
January, the drop was 0.16%, just one call less. The survey 
was carried out by the DatamarNews team based on Datamar 
data. 
 
Despite the slight drop in February, when compared to the first 
two-month periods of 2020 and 2021, the drop was greater: 
3.28%, since last January, 37 fewer container vessel calls were 
recorded in Brazilian ports compared to January 2020. 
 
Container Vessel Calls in Brazilian Ports per Week | Jan 2020 
to February 2021 
 

 
Source: DataLiner 
 
 
Comparison between ports 
 
When comparing ports, we can see an uneven movement. While 
the Port of Navegantes showed an increase of 15.12% in the 
number of vessel calls, the Port of Rio de Janeiro had a drop of 
17.02%. In Santos, the drop was 3.41%. 
 
According to the Santos Port Authority, the drop in the number of 
berths does not mean less cargo handled. For example, 342 ships 
docked at the Port of Santos in January, between container 
carriers and others, 9.5% below January 2020. Despite this, the 
total volume of cargo was 9.18 million tons, a result that was 10, 
5% higher than in 2020 (8.31 million) and 1.4% higher than the 
record for the month of January, registered in 2018 (9.05 million 
tons), characterizing the increase in the volume of cargo per 
vessel. 
 
The same situation was also observed in January at the Port of 
Itajaí. Heder Cassiano Moritz, General Director of Logistics 
Operations at the Porto Superintendence, explains that even with 
a 5% drop in the handling of TEU, there was a 6% increase in 
tonnage. 
 
“Despite the reduction in the number of stopovers and containers, 
we move more tonnage, that is, we move more full containers and 
more loaded ships. It is very important for us to highlight this 
growth in the load per stopover, which was 22% compared to last 
year”. 
 
He points out that more heavily loaded ships are a trend that is 
increasingly consolidated among shipowners: “The reduction in 
the number of calls should be maintained, not only in public 
berths but in the complex in general”. 

 
Container Vessel Calls in Brazil by Port | Jan 2020 and Feb 
2021 

 
Source: DataLiner 
 
For March, according to a survey by Datamar, there is a blank 
sailing programmed at FEAS (Fareast) – SSA service (Sino South 
America), in week 13. 
 
 
DataLiner OTI Rankings (NVO Rankings) | Jan 2020-2021 
Brazil and Plate (Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay) 
 
See the rankings of the top 50 OTI (NVO) in Brazil and Plate for 
container shipping in the period from January 2020 to January 
2021, based on DataLiner data, from Datamar: 
 
Brazil 
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DataLiner Brazil OTI (NVO) Rankings | Jan 2020-2021 | TEU | 
Exports 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DataLiner Brazil OTI (NVO) Rankings | Jan 2020-2021 | TEU | 
Imports 
 

 
Source: DataLiner 

 
Plate 
 
In addition to Brazil, see the ranking of the top 50 OTIs in 
Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay (Plate region) from January 
2020 to January 2021 based on DataLiner data, from Datamar: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rank Company 2020 2021 % Change

1 KUEHNE & NAGEL 4.835 4.114 -14.91%

2 AMTRANS LOGISTICA & TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 1.935 3.365 73.90%

3 DB SCHENKER 2.890 2.532 -12.38%

4 INTERMAR AFRETAMENTO E AGENCIAMENTO LTDA 776 2.185 181.57%

5 DHL GLOBAL FORWARDING 1.589 1.964 23.60%

6 VMLOG LOGISTICA INTERNATIONAL 1.060 1.963 85.19%

7 ASIA SHIPPING 1.115 1.808 62.15%

8 AGILITY LOGISTICS 2.343 1.777 -24.16%

9 EASY SHIPPING GLOBAL LOGISTICA LTDA 525 1.525 190.48%

10 DSV TRANSPORT & LOGISTICS CO 305 1.508 394.17%

11 INDAIA LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL 1.199 1.334 11.26%

12 ANDES OPERADOR MULTIMODAL LTDA 548 1.257 129.38%

13 BCF COMISSIONARIA ADUANEIRA & SERV DE IMP & EXP LTDA 310 1.230 296.77%

14 INTERGLOBO INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDING 713 1.195 67.60%

15 SAVINO DEL BENE 586 963 64.33%

16 DC LOGISTICS BRASIL LTDA 782 869 11.13%

17 J C ASSESSORIA EM COMERCIO EXTERIOR LTDA 889 838 -5.74%

18 BLU LOGISTICS BRASIL TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 493 798 61.87%

19 CONFIDENCE ASSESSORIA EM COMERCIO EXTERIOR LTDA 1.512 793 -47.55%

20 EURO AMERICA INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDERS 757 781 3.17%

21 CEVA LOGISTICS 374 755 101.87%

22 CRAFT MULTIMODAL 1.100 752 -31.66%

23 SAFELOG TRANSPORTES & LOGISTICA LTDA EPP 748 717 -4.14%

24 LION LOGISTICS TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 97 716 638.14%

25 MORGADO DESPACHOS ADUANEIROS LTDA 2 600 29899.95%

26 EAST LINE LTD 917 585 -36.21%

27 EASYLOG SERVICOS & LOGISTICA LTDA EPP 527 578 9.68%

28 AGL CARGO 575 573 -0.35%

29 EXPEDITORS INTERNATIONAL 531 569 7.16%

30 FESHI SERVICOS ADUANEIROS & TRANSPORTES LTDA 564 566 0.35%

31 PLENNA ASSESSORIA EM COMERCIO EXTERIOR LTDA EPP 808 558 -30.94%

32 JOSE RUBEM TRANSPORTE & EQUIPAMENTO LTDA 486 535 10.08%

33 B&M LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL 472 525 11.23%

34 FR MEYERS SOHN LOGISTICS 568 519 -8.63%

35 MASTER SUL COMEX LTDA 575 509 -11.48%

36 BRAZIL TRANSPORT LOGISTICS LTDA ME 30 499 1563.33%

37 INTERMODAL TANK TRANS BR OPER DE CONTEINER TANQUE LTDA199 437 119.60%

38 C FREIGHT AGENCIAMENTOS INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 205 419 104.39%

39 JAS FORWARDING WORLDWIDE 423 373 -11.82%

40 SMX INTERNATIONAL LTDA EPP 164 365 122.56%

41 FEDEX TRADE NETWORKS 264 359 35.98%

42 C STEINWEG HANDELSVEEM LATIN AMERICA SA 36 345 858.33%

43 DMF LOGISTICS 289 344 19.03%

44 VOX SHIPPING DO BRASIL AGENCIAMENTO LTDA 0 342 0.00%

45 ASLL AIRSEA LAND ASSESSORIA & LOGISTICA LTDA 492 337 -31.50%

46 WIND LOGISTICS 93 337 262.37%

47 SERVIMEX LOGISTICA LTDA 300 318 6.00%

48 SKYMARINE LOGISTICA LTDA 71 310 336.62%

49 MANUPORT LOGISTICS 282 309 9.57%

50 MAERSK GROUP 50 301 502.00%

TOTAL 36.404 47.251 29.80%

OTHERS 23.195 24.424 5.30%

GRAND TOTAL 59.599 71.676 20.26%

Source: DataLiner

Rank Company 2020 2021 % Change

1 ASIA SHIPPING 11.935 14.099 18.13%

2 BLU LOGISTICS BRASIL TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 4.956 6.864 38.50%

3 KUEHNE & NAGEL 5.274 4.291 -18.63%

4 DC LOGISTICS BRASIL LTDA 2.194 3.398 54.87%

5 AGILITY LOGISTICS 3.857 3.127 -18.93%

6 CRAFT MULTIMODAL 2.952 3.096 4.88%

7 PANTOS LOGISTICS 3.213 2.827 -12.01%

8 DB SCHENKER 3.003 2.655 -11.60%

9 CEVA LOGISTICS 3.157 2.449 -22.43%

10 COMISSARIA PIBERNAT LTDA 2.202 2.308 4.81%

11 DSV TRANSPORT & LOGISTICS CO 1.771 2.303 30.03%

12 HAND LINE TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 1.949 2.168 11.24%

13 ES BRASIL LOGISTICA LTDA 1.155 2.093 81.21%

14 PANALPINA 2.689 2.069 -23.05%

15 BDP 1.253 1.985 58.42%

16 ALLOG TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS 2.834 1.886 -33.45%

17 HYUNDAI GLOVIS 1.395 1.826 30.90%

18 DHL GLOBAL FORWARDING 2.312 1.798 -22.23%

19 EXPEDITORS INTERNATIONAL 1.180 1.705 44.49%

20 JAS FORWARDING WORLDWIDE 1.177 1.629 38.40%

21 CHENDA CARGO LOGISTICS BRASIL LTDA 1.299 1.395 7.39%

22 CTI CARGO 702 1.276 81.77%

23 HM WAY LOGISTICS 1.288 1.264 -1.86%

24 ANX LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL & AGENCIAMENTO LTDA 1.280 1.214 -5.16%

25 ROYAL AGENCIAMENTOS DE CARGAS LTDA EPP 1.603 1.206 -24.77%

26 SEA SKY LOGISTICA DE TRANSPORTE INTERNACIONAL LTDA 686 1.066 55.39%

27 PGL BRASIL LTDA 727 1.057 45.39%

28 NEXT SHIPPING LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL LTDA ME 913 1.049 14.90%

29 FGL GLOBAL LOGISTICA LTDA 648 1.022 57.72%

30 KPM LOGISTICS AGENCIAMENTO DE CARGAS EIRELI 642 968 50.78%

31 PLUSCARGO GROUP 627 938 49.56%

32 INDAIA LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL 766 934 21.93%

33 RENTAL LOGISTICA & TRANSPORTE LTDA 1.074 917 -14.62%

34 B&M LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL 619 893 44.26%

35 GEODIS WILSON 660 883 33.89%

36 ASCENSUS TRADING & LOGISTICA LTDA 283 863 204.95%

37 PINHO SA 309 853 176.05%

38 FAST SHIPPING AGENCIAMENTO DE CARGAS LTDA 347 847 144.09%

39 CISA TRADING SA 685 792 15.58%

40 ASLL AIRSEA LAND ASSESSORIA & LOGISTICA LTDA 2.123 754 -64.48%

41 NEW TRAFIC LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL & TRANSPORTE LTDA 723 731 1.11%

42 FIL GROUP TRANSPORTE INTERNACIONAL LTDA 352 728 106.82%

43 SEA EXPRESS SHIPPING 161 726 350.93%

44 FIGWAL TRANSPORTES INTERNACIONAIS LTDA 739 702 -5.01%

45 FCA COMERCIO EXTERIOR & LOGISTICA LTDA 108 688 537.04%

46 HELLMANN WORLDWIDE LOGISTICS 804 685 -14.80%

47 MANUPORT LOGISTICS 709 655 -7.62%

48 FIORDE LOGISTICA INTERNACIONAL 698 638 -8.59%

49 ANDES OPERADOR MULTIMODAL LTDA 662 624 -5.74%

50 MAERSK GROUP 649 622 -4.16%

TOTAL 83.343 91.566 9.87%

OTHERS 48.333 49.196 1.79%

GRAND TOTAL 131.676 140.762 6.90%
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DataLiner Plate OTI (NVO) Rankings | Jan 2020-2021 | TEU | 
Exports 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DataLiner Plate OTI (NVO) Rankings | Jan 2020 – 2021 | TEU | 
Imports 
 

 
 
 
Ports and Terminals 
 
In February, the Port of Imbituba maintained the strong 
trend of the previous month and registered an increase in 
cargo handling. In the period, 391,000 tons were transported, 
11.7% more than in February 2020. Compared to the first 
two months of last year, the volume reached in 2021 is 15.2% 
higher. 
 
The public port served 17 ships in February for loading and 
unloading a varied cargo portfolio, in addition to the reception of 
the Hydroceanographic Ship (NHo) TAURUS, of the Brazilian 
Navy, and the departure of the train – ferry Z MAX XX + tugboat C 
TUFÃO – with electrical cables. Coke, iron ore, containers, and 
bituminous coal were the products with the highest operating 
volumes in tons. 
 
For the CEO of SCPAR Porto de Imbituba, Fábio Riera, “the strong 
performance reflects the market’s confidence in the services that 
the port and the port community of Imbituba offer”. Riera points 

Rank Company 2020 2021 % Change

1 KUEHNE & NAGEL 759 810 6.72%

2 BDP 377 394 4.51%

3 ITL CARGO 255 381 49.41%

4 BLU LOGISTICS 173 340 96.53%

5 CENTRAL CARGO SAS 0 294 100.00%

6 JAUSER CARGO 7 262 3642.86%

7 RUCA LOGISTICS SA 155 256 65.16%

8 DHL GLOBAL FORWARDING 180 241 33.89%

9 KEEMO SA 92 233 153.26%

10 TRANSCARGO 169 205 21.30%

11 GEFCO LOGISTICS 138 190 37.68%

12 DB SCHENKER 275 188 -31.64%

13 SERVICIOS MERCANTILES INTERNACIONALES SRL 0 172 100.00%

14 MGP LOGISTICS 405 169 -58.27%

15 INTERMODAL TANK TRANSPORT LOGISTICS 111 157 41.44%

16 JF HILLEBRAND GROUP 354 157 -55.71%

17 TERRAMAR LOGISTICA SRL 44 157 256.82%

18 TIBA GROUP 257 148 -42.41%

19 AMERICANA SHIPPING GROUP 221 142 -35.75%

20 SEABIRD ARGENTINA SA 85 141 65.88%

21 RALESUR SA 122 133 9.02%

22 PANALPINA 195 127 -34.87%

23 PLUSCARGO GROUP 164 124 -24.39%

24 AUSTRAL BOND SRL 78 123 57.69%

25 954 LINCOLN SA 44 118 168.18%

26 INTER AMERICAN CARGO GROUP 105 117 11.43%

27 GIORGIO GORI 56 117 108.93%

28 MERCOMAR SA 97 110 13.40%

29 HELLMANN WORLDWIDE LOGISTICS 247 109 -55.87%

30 VINPAC CONTAINER LINE 115 105 -8.70%

31 BK LOGISTICA & SERVICIOS ADUANEROS SRL 12 105 775.00%

32 MERCOLINE SRL 64 104 62.50%

33 SEASIDE LOGISTICS SA 148 104 -29.73%

34 SOUTHCROSS LOGISTICS 122 104 -14.75%

35 JAS FORWARDING WORLDWIDE 86 102 18.60%

36 TRADE & LOGISTIC CO ARGENTINA SA 4 102 2450.00%

37 DSV TRANSPORT & LOGISTICS CO 55 100 81.82%

38 MSL CORPORATE 84 99 18.37%

39 LOGINET SA 50 96 92.21%

40 AGROLOG SA 152 95 -37.50%

41 SERLOG SERVICIOS LOGISTICOS SA 27 90 233.33%

42 OUTLAND LOGISTCS 84 88 4.76%

43 BYMAR TRANSFORWARDING 8 86 975.00%

44 CODE LOGISTICS SA 124 84 -32.26%

45 INTERALMAR SA 141 80 -43.26%

46 MERCATOR TRANSPORT ARGENTINA SA 84 80 -4.76%

47 LATCOMEX SA 62 79 27.42%

48 TRANSPORTES UNIVERSALES 77 78 1.30%

49 A HARTRODT FORWARDING 9 77 755.56%

50 ALMAR INTERNATIONAL 273 74 -72.89%

TOTAL 6.946 8.047 15.85%

OTHERS 5.064 3.779 -25.37%

GRAND TOTAL 12.010 11.826 -1.53%

Source: DataLiner

Rank Company 2020 2021 % Change

1 LOCKSLEY SRL 1.424 1.795 26.05%

2 PLUSCARGO GROUP 1.589 1.476 -7.12%

3 KUEHNE & NAGEL 2.613 1.344 -48.56%

4 CRAFT MULTIMODAL 1.525 1.050 -31.15%

5 DHL GLOBAL FORWARDING 1.062 1.013 -4.61%

6 LINER SHIPPING SERVICES SA 979 979 -0.02%

7 INTERLOG SA 485 764 57.53%

8 YUSEN LOGISTICS 927 717 -22.65%

9 DB SCHENKER 840 675 -19.64%

10 HELLMANN WORLDWIDE LOGISTICS 543 674 24.13%

11 NAVICON INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT 505 673 33.27%

12 MSL CORPORATE 546 658 20.51%

13 NAVICON URUGUAY SA 92 632 586.96%

14 TRANSCARGO 560 588 5.00%

15 HB LOGISTICA SRL 814 489 -39.93%

16 GEFCO LOGISTICS 321 446 38.94%

17 PANALPINA 654 438 -33.02%

18 ALMAR INTERNATIONAL 536 429 -19.96%

19 BDP 415 429 3.37%

20 CONTROL INFORMATICO DE CARGAS SA 408 360 -11.76%

21 GEODIS WILSON 857 350 -59.16%

22 JAS FORWARDING DE ARGENTINA SA 260 339 30.38%

23 OUTLAND LOGISTCS 124 338 172.58%

24 BLU LOGISTICS 314 319 1.59%

25 OVERSEAS 181 293 61.88%

26 ROHLIG ARGENTINA SRL 257 291 13.23%

27 JAUSER CARGO 221 258 16.74%

28 TITO GLOBAL TRADE SERVICES 351 256 -27.07%

29 SACO SHIPPING 212 250 18.10%

30 MAERSK GROUP 0 250 100.00%

31 REPREMAR LOGISTICS 290 239 -17.59%

32 NIP CARGO SRL 282 229 -18.79%

33 CH ROBINSON WORLDWIDE ARGENTINA SA 162 227 40.12%

34 EXPEDITORS INTERNATIONAL 327 219 -33.03%

35 CEVA DE ARGENTINA SRL 0 217 100.00%

36 DSV TRANSPORT & LOGISTICS CO 178 207 16.29%

37 TRANSPORTES UNIVERSALES 589 197 -66.55%

38 VINPAC CONTAINER LINE 192 188 -2.08%

39 ALFA TRADING 482 188 -61.00%

40 CIFOB CARGO LTDA 51 185 262.75%

41 SEASIDE LOGISTICS SA 136 181 33.09%

42 SEASIDE LOGISTIC SA 119 179 50.42%

43 UNIVERSAL SHIPPING AGENCY SA 147 173 17.69%

44 SOUTHCROSS LOGISTICS 187 161 -13.90%

45 PARAMAR SA 79 160 102.53%

46 ECU WORLDWIDE LOGISTICS 141 156 10.64%

47 FRACHT LOGISTICS 118 155 31.36%

48 EAFF SA 138 152 10.15%

49 MERCOMAR SA 69 150 117.39%

50 CARGO SA 96 135 40.62%

TOTAL 23.398 22.271 -4.82%

OTHERS 12.218 10.623 -13.05%

GRAND TOTAL 35.616 32.894 -7.64%

Source: DataLiner
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out that the perspective is to maintain growth and reach a new 
handling record in 2021. “We already have confirmed shipments 
of agricultural and mineral bulk, for example, which reinforce the 
positive expectation of operational performance for this year”, he 
concludes. 
 
According to the Pecém Complex (CIPP S / A), Vopak Brasil S 
/ A, winner of the Public Call, gave up on executing a new 
tanking park in Ceará. The company declared that it is 
economically infeasible to continue developing the project 
due to the pandemic scenario. 
 
The Pecém Complex (CIPP S / A) reported that the project is still 
in full swing, as it already has other companies interested in the 
construction and operation of the new tanking park to be installed 
in the Pecém Complex. 
 
APM Terminals Pecém registers 10% growth in 2020 - Still 
concerning Pecém, APM Terminals Pecém had several 
achievements in 2020. The Terminal grew by double digits in 
2020 reaching 387,717 TEU handled. The numbers represent an 
increase of about 10% in relation to 2019, from the export of 
refrigerated units and for the imports. 
 
Cabotage increased 5% in the total volume compared to 2019, 
registering around 330,000 TEU handled during 2020. With this, 
the modal continues to represent the majority of the movements 
of the Terminal or about 85% of the total volume. APM Terminals 
Pecém offers 6 cabotage lines connecting the south to the 
northeast of the country and Manaus and is a strategic stop for 
exports and imports. 
 
In the assessment of Long Haul cargo, APM Terminals Pecém 
registered an increase of 49% compared to 2019. Export and 
import represented 15% of the total volume handled. 
 
2021 data - Following a year of significant growth in operating 
numbers, the Pecém Terminal continues its development and 
records the best result for January in container operations. During 
the first two months of 2021, APM Terminals Pecém handled 
more than 65,400 TEU, representing a 15.9% growth compared to 
2020. 
 
Much of this growth is due to the increase in cargo handling by 
cabotage, which ended February with around 54,000 TEU, 17% 
more than the same period in 2020. Cargo exports also stood out 
with an increase of 26.8%. 
 
Companhia das Docas do Rio de Janeiro (CDRJ), the port 
authority responsible for the administration of the Ports of 
Rio de Janeiro, Itaguaí, Niterói, and Angra dos Reis, billed a 
total of R$ 112.7 million in January 2021, a 228% increase 
compared to the R$ 34.3 million billed in the same month of 
2020. This is a new record for the month since the billing in 
January this year is 110% higher than the average billed in 
the same month for the years 2015 to 2020 (when updated by 
IGPM to January 2021 values). 
 
According to the company, this month’s sales reached this record 
level due to a combination of factors: one month’s advance 
payment of the difference collected for the minimum annual 
movement defined in the lease agreements; the increase in cargo 
handling in December 2020 when compared to December 2019; 
the great appreciation of iron ore in reais due to the rise in the 

value of the commodity in international markets and the dollar’s 
strong appreciation against the real. 
 
The Port of Rio de Janeiro alone presented exceptional results 
with an increase of R$ 53.1 million in revenues in January 2021, a 
result that is 351% higher than the R$ 15.1 million obtained in the 
same month of 2020. This was mainly due to the greater efficiency 
of the billing process, making it possible to receive a payment one 
month in advance for the collection of the smallest difference in 
relation to the minimum movement of 2020 committed in the 
take-or-pay clause of the lease agreements. This billing item alone 
was responsible for 95% of the billing increase in relation to 
January 2020. 
 
In the Port of Itaguaí, January revenues were 137% higher than 
that recorded in the same month of 2020, corresponding to an 
incremental R$ 25.2 million. This increase is explained by the 
8.3% increase in cargo handling at the referred port in December 
2020 compared to the same month in 2019 (the one-month 
turnover is based on the handling of the previous month) and the 
increase in the value of iron ore, the main product handled at the 
port, together with the rise in the dollar against the real. 
 
In addition to the significant revenue growth, CDRJ also registered 
an increase of 1 million tons compared to January 2020, 
corresponding to a 33% increase YoY. In the Port of Rio de 
Janeiro, the increase was 8% when comparing January 2021 with 
January 2020. In the Port of Itaguaí, the growth was 39%. 
 
The homologation acquired this month by the Port of Santos 
to operate the New Panamax vessels – 366 meters long and 
with a capacity of about 14 thousand TEU – will benefit other 
Brazilian ports qualified to receive this type of vessel, since it 
will attract new routes for the country. 
 
The Port of Salvador (BA) has been approved since 2018. For 
Carlos Autran Amaral, CEO of Companhia das Docas da Bahia 
(CODEBA), the new operational parameters obtained by the Port 
of Santos are beneficial. “The approval of the Port of Santos is the 
starting point for Bahia to integrate the South American 
commercial route of the New Panamax and establish itself as a 
more commercially viable option for players in the international 
market”, explains Amaral. 
 
Demir Lourenço, CEO of Tecon Salvador, a container terminal 
operated by Wilson Sons in the port of Bahia, also considers the 
change positive. “Authorization is important to maintain and 
attract new routes, serving importers and exporters from Bahia 
and other states, such as Minas Gerais, Espírito Santo, Tocantins, 
Pernambuco, and Sergipe, that can operate through the port of the 
Bahian capital”, he highlights. 
 
The news was also well received in Rio Grande (RS). In October, 
with the approval of the new draft at the port of Rio Grande do 
Sul, the container terminal operated by Wilson Sons confirmed its 
capacity to service two 366-meter vessels simultaneously. “With a 
strategic location and state-of-the-art equipment, Tecon Rio 
Grande is going to be a cargo-concentrating terminal in the 
Southern Cone. Today, it already receives the main maritime lines 
that connect the Mercosur region with the most important foreign 
ports in Europe, Asia, and North America”, points out Paulo 
Bertinetti, CEO of the terminal. 
 
Receiving larger and larger ships is already a reality. Since July 
2020, when the first Post-Panamax vessel, 330 meters long (LOA) 
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and 48.34 meters wide (berth), docked at the Bahian port, Tecon 
Salvador started to have service regularly. Tecon Rio Grande has 
received large vessels since 2012. Last year, ships up to 337 
meters long and 48 meters wide passed through the terminal. 
 
Rumo Logística is officially inaugurating the stretch from São 
Simão (GO) to Estrela D’Oeste (SP) on the North-South 
Railway. The company invested R$ 711 million in 2020 for 
infrastructure works for the project and delivered the 
operation five months ahead of schedule. 
 
Rumo auctioned off the central and southern sections of the 
North-South Railway in March 2019, in a contract that includes 
the completion of unfinished works. The concession lasts for 30 
years and comprises 1,537 kilometers between Porto Nacional 
(TO) and Estrela D’Oeste (SP), in a project called Malha Central. 
 
The main objective of the stretch is to take agribusiness products 
from the states of Goiás and Tocantins to be exported through the 
Port of Santos (SP). To make it operational, Rumo invested in 
infrastructure works, including the construction of four bridges 
between the states of Goiás, Minas Gerais, and São Paulo, as well 
as a connecting yard in Estrela D’Oeste. The company also made 
possible the implementation of the remaining tracks to connect 
these three states. 
 
Three terminals were designed to serve the southwest region of 
Goiás, east of Mato Grosso and the Triângulo Mineiro. The São 
Simão Terminal is the first to become operational, with a capacity 
of 5 million tons per year. In Rio Verde, the opening is scheduled 
for the end of the first half of 2021. In Iturama (MG), the terminal 
should be ready by the end of the first half of 2022. 
 
It is worth noting that in 2020, the company registered a growth 
of approximately 4% in the total volume transported, to 62.5 
million tons. 
 
This week, a new batch of 6,180 tons of cornmeal is being 
shipped through the Port of Paranaguá. There are 247,200 
sacks weighing 25 kilos each, which are destined for the Port 
of Matadi, in the Democratic Republic of Congo. This is the 
second cornmeal shipping operation in breakbulk mode. 
 
According to the CEO of Portos do Paraná, Luiz Fernando Garcia, 
food products such as cornmeal are generally exported in 
containers from Paranaguá. “Therefore, it draws attention when 
boarding is carried out in this other mode. Last year, at the end of 
March, we made the first cornmeal shipment, and it seems that a 
new market has opened up”, he says. 
 
Operation - The company responsible for loading at the Port of 
Paranaguá is Marcon. According to the commercial director, 
Patrick Ferreira Tavares, the cornmeal shipped came from Rio 
Verde (Goiás) and Apucarana (Paraná). 
 
“The previous operation in 2020 opened a market not only for 
cornmeal in the form of breakbulk but also for the shipment of 
other food products that are usually exported in containers, such 
as beans in sacks, for example, about which we have already been 
consulted”, said Tavares. 
 
According to him, the effects of the pandemic on the price of 
freight in containers for the shipment of these foods is what has 
made some exporters migrate to direct shipment in the hold of the 
ship. “The modality moves a huge infrastructure in the city and 

generates more jobs and income because it requires more 
manpower”, explains the director. 
 
In addition to the cornmeal, the Sun Aquamarine vessel will also 
carry 22,800 tons of sugar – in 456,000 sacks of 50 kilograms 
each. The product originates in the state of São Paulo and goes to 
the same African importer. 
 
In 2020, Marcon exported 8,000 containers loaded with beans 
through the Port of Paranaguá. From Fubá, the company shipped 
2,316 units in 2020, and 78 already this year. “We continue to 
export cornmeal and other food products in sacks, in containers. 
In the case of corn flour, it is a product that is handled every 
month, all year round”, concludes Patrick. 
 
Like in January, the Port of Recife performed well in the 
second month of the year. In February, 95,013 tons were 
handled. This represents a 30% increase compared to the 
same period in 2020. The products handled were malt, 
wheat, soda, and fertilizers, in addition to sugar – the 
category that moved the most –  with almost 20,000 
shipments to Côte d’Ivoire. 
 
Panama, Liberia, Hong Kong, Switzerland, and the Marshal 
Islands, were some of the nationalities of the 11 foreign ships that 
passed through the terminal. In addition to the international ones, 
small vessels that supply the Fernando de Noronha archipelago 
also contribute to this growth. 
 
In January, the port registered a growth of 69.04% compared to 
the same period last year, more than double the percentage 
estimated for the month. 
 
In the accumulated result for the year, the port expected to handle 
about 82,000 tons but registered a movement of 166,041 tons. In 
January 2020, 98,225 tons were handled. 
 
Portocel, in Aracruz (ES), has set a world record for shipping 
pulp. There were 39,048 tons shipped within 24 hours of 
operation, an unprecedented level in the handling of pulp. 
The record was set on February 23 when loading the vessel 
‘Osakana’ held by Saga Welco, the shipping company that 
specializes in handling this type of cargo. 
 
The previous record for a conventional or specialized ship was 
also from Portocel. In a specialized vessel, the last record set was 
in 2006, with the shipment of 35,000 tons on Star Optimana. For 
conventional ships, the last record set was in 2015 with the 
shipment of 37,168 tons within 24 hours of operation at 
Halophyla. 
 
“This record set owes much to the potential of our teams and 
partners and the continuous search for modernization. The ships 
we received have not changed much in recent years, but we have 
continuously improved our teams and modernized the port 
infrastructure. We have dedicated partners with whom we build 
genuine alliances, including unions that represent the 
independent workforce”, highlights Alexandre Billot Mori, 
Portocel’s Executive Manager of Port Operations. 
 
According to the executive, to improve the technical capacity of 
the operational teams, Portocel has resources such as a forklift 
and tractor operation simulator, equipment used to move cargo in 
warehouses. The warehouses themselves have also undergone 
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improvements that favor storage and inventory management, 
contributing to performance gains. 
 
On March 1, a memorandum of cooperation was signed 
(“MOC HUB Logístico”) between Tecon-Suape and the 
Argentine Agency for Investment and International Trade, 
which places the Port of Suape as the official port in the flow 
of goods that originate in – or are shipped to –  the northeast 
of Brazil. With this agreement, Pernambuco will directly absorb 
all the Argentine cargo bound for the northeastern region, 
collecting the nationalization taxes. Currently, this imported 
volume enters in the south and reaches the region via highways. 
In addition to reducing logistical costs by using maritime 
transport to access the northeastern market, Argentine 
companies will have access to reduced tariffs and tax incentives 
from the state government. 
 
The Economic Development Secretary, Geraldo Julio, who led the 
state government’s meeting with the Argentine government, 
highlighted the mutual gains of this new commercial relationship. 
“The Port of Suape has the profile of being a regional pole in the 
movement of cargo to the Northeast and needed this boost to 
really take on the position of a warehouse in international 
commercial relations. We began to increase cargo handling in our 
port by centralizing the entrance and exit to the northeast, with 
the added bonus of collecting the nationalization taxes, which 
were previously retained in the south, even if the consumption 
was local. All this volume will now begin to enter directly through 
Suape”, he highlighted. 
 
Another strong point is how the business sector in Pernambuco 
and the northeast can take advantage of this new commercial 
relationship. “The memorandum connects us directly to a broader 
market, with enormous potential for commercial growth. This 
also enhances the items on the list of attractions in Pernambuco 
when it comes to attracting new investments here because it 
expands the possibilities for entrepreneurs who choose 
Pernambuco to make investments”, reinforced Geraldo Julio. 
 
In relation to Argentina, the agreement to make Suape Brazil’s 
hub in the northeast allows it to directly reach a region of 57 
million inhabitants and a GDP of US $ 212 billion (in 2020), thus 
avoiding the intermediation of importers from the south of Brazil, 
which later sell the product already nationalized to the 
north/northeastern regions. During the meeting, the Argentine 
Consul General in Recife, Alejandro Funes Lastra, emphasized the 
understanding by the authorities of the government of 
Pernambuco. 
 
“The signing initiative is strategic in the integration between both 
countries and particularly taking into account that the Port of 
Suape is a Logistics hub in the northeast of Brazil. In addition to 
the increase in the commercial flow between Argentina and 
Pernambuco, and also in the region, the memorandum makes it 
even more favorable with the reduction of logistical costs. With 
differentiated rates for Argentine products to enter Brazil through 
the Port of Suape, we broke the dependency on the southern 
region of Brazil”, he pointed out. 
 
On February 26, Companhia Docas do Rio de Janeiro signed a 
transition contract with Petrobras in order to guarantee the 
maintenance of the company’s operations in the Port of Rio 
de Janeiro, which is one of the main offshore support bases in 
Brazil for the development of the pre-salt fields in the Santos 
Basin. 

 
The contract is valid for six months and was authorized by ANTAZ 
(the national waterway transportation agency), which also 
allowed the execution of other subsequent contracts until the 
area’s bidding process is held. The next step is the elaboration of a 
technical, economic, and environmental feasibility study (EVTEA) 
to proceed with the definitive lease process for the terminal. 
 
According to Business Development Manager at Docas do Rio, 
Eduardo Miguez, this Petrobras operation in the Port of Rio de 
Janeiro sustained the first development of the pre-salt fields. “The 
maintenance of this operation demonstrates the commitment and 
seriousness with which Docas do Rio has been working. This 
generates trust and credibility in the market, making Petrobras 
endeavor to maintain its base in the Port of Rio, which has 
strategic importance for the company and for the country,” said 
Miguez. 
 
For the Superintendent of Business Planning and Development, 
Pablo Fonseca, the signing of the contract between Docas do Rio 
and Petrobras is a gain for the entire port community: “In addition 
to ensuring the maintenance of operations, the activity will 
continue to contribute greatly to develop the socio-economic 
status of the port region. Finally, the signing of the contract 
demonstrates the power of the Port of Rio de Janeiro vis-à-vis the 
oil and gas and port-support market ”. 
 
According to ANTAQ’s Statistics and Performance Evaluation 
Department, the national port sector (organized ports + 
authorized and leased terminals) handled 1.151 billion tons 
last year, a 4.2% growth compared to 2019. Terminals for 
private use (TUPs) handled 760 million tons. Organized ports, on 
the other hand, handled 391 million tons. According to the data, 
from 2010 to 2020, TUPs increased their handling by 40%. In the 
same period, organized ports improved their handling by 31.7%. 
 
The data showed that 688.9 million tons of solid bulk were 
handled in 2020, an increase of 1.2%. Regarding liquid bulk, 289.5 
million tons were handled, an increase of 14.8%. Container 
handling registered 118.2 million tons (+ 1.1%). Loose general 
cargo, on the other hand, handled 54.2 million tons in 2020, a 
decrease of 0.3% compared to 2019. 
 
Ranking of Organized Ports and TUPs - Once again, Santos was 
the organized port that most handled cargo last year: 114.4 
million tons.  After Santos, the Port of Paranaguá (PR) handled 
52.1 million tons. In the third position, Itaguaí (RJ) handled 45.7 
million tons. Adding the authorized terminals, which form the 
port complex, to the Organized Port of Santos, there is a total 
movement of 141.7 million tons, a growth equivalent to 9.4%. 
 
In relation to TUPs, the leader in handling was the Ponta da 
Madeira (MA) Maritime Terminal, with 191 million tons of iron 
ore handled, representing 16.6% of all cargo handled in Brazil. In 
the second position was the Angra dos Reis Waterway Terminal 
(RJ) which handled 60 million tons of crude petroleum oils. In the 
third position, the Tubarão Terminal (SC) handled 56 million tons, 
divided into iron ore (87%), Soy (7.4%), and Corn (2.1%). 
 
Cargo - Iron ore was the cargo most handled by the port sector in 
2020. In total, 356 million tons were handled. In the second 
position was Oil and Oil Products, with 262 million tons handled. 
In the third position were the containers, totaling 118.2 million 
tons (or 10.5 million TEU). In the fourth position was Soybeans, 
with 104.2 million tons handled. 



     DatamarWeek 
East Coast South America trade, shipping and infrastructure 

Week 2021010  09 March 2021 

 
 

     
São Paulo +55-11-3588-3033 

www.datamar.com.br   datamarweek@datamar.com.br 

 
In terms of cargo, liquid bulk grew 14.8% in relation to 2019, 
demonstrating the vigor of the pre-salt. Also of mention were 
exports of crude petroleum oils, which grew 18.8%. 
 
“Commodities formed the goods that most affected Brazilian port 
handling: iron ore, soybeans, corn, and inputs for planting crops. 
These cargoes played a large role in handling growth. They did 
not suffer from Covid -19, as the export contracts are made in the 
long term, making the shipments of these goods continuous, even 
with the pandemic situation”, says the manager of ANTAQ’s 
Statistics and Performance Evaluation, Fernando Serra. “But 
liquid bulk – oil and oil products – grew most in Brazilian 
handling. With a 14.8% growth, they increased the value by 4.2%, 
observed in the general growth of cargo handling in Brazil. There 
was an increase in oil exports and in the pre-salt cabotage. None 
of these movements were subject to the problems caused by 
Covid-19”, he adds. 
 
The executive also highlights the significant growth of the ports 
located in the so-called Arco Norte, where handling is increasingly 
increasing, causing internal freight to decrease, and, consequently, 
make the competitiveness in the international market more 
adequate to the volume of Brazilian production. “Also noteworthy 
is the significant growth observed in liquid bulk terminals, 
especially in those that handle oil, such as the exceptional growth 
of the T-Oil Terminal, located in Porto do Açu, which reached the 
mark of 29.6 million tons of cargo handled at its facilities in the 
last 5 years. Port of Santos also achieved great results, with a 
record in its annual handling. Despite a 10.9% drop in container 
handling, the port was able to diversify the goods handled there, 
increasing handling of soy and sugar by 28.6% and 82.7%, 
respectfully”, concludes Serra. 
 
Shipping 
 
Maersk expects world trade to grow by 3% or more in 2021. 
The company sees global trade recovering, but there is still a 
lot of uncertainty about the size of the impact of COVID-19 on 
the world economy in 2021. So it is implementing a global 
strategy that positions it for growth in several countries, 
including Brazil. 
 
“To kick-start 2021 in Brazil, Maersk began offering air-freight 
services in January,” says Douglas Piagentini, Commercial Director 
at Maersk East Coast South America. “We are building our 
intermodal network to transport goods by land, sea, or by air. 
Another area of growth is digital services for medium and small 
companies, an offer that has proved to be very useful during the 
pandemic. However, leveraging logistics in Brazil is a challenge on 
the regulatory front”, states Piagentini. 
 
“Offering industry, agribusiness, or retail customers the 
opportunity to book containers, obtain fixed price quotes, and 
track goods online is part of our philosophy of simplifying, 
connecting, and enabling commerce for our customers. We want 
to make the handling of a container as easy as sending a letter by 
mail or buying food. To get there, we need help from regulators to 
reduce the bureaucracy and the number of regulatory agencies 
involved in shipping a container”. 
 
According to him, in Brazil, the transportation of goods by 
container involves compliance with the regulatory requirements 
of about 30 agencies. For this, Maersk invested in digital tools, 
such as Maersk Flow, MyFinance, and Maersk Spot. Hamburg Süd 

customers can use Instant, which is very similar to Maersk Spot, 
where they can get a fixed price for shipping goods through a 
container, and shipping is guaranteed. 
 
Grain 
 
A study by EMBRAPA’s Secretariat of Intelligence and 
Strategic Relations (SIRE), released on March 4, points out 
that Brazilian agribusiness provided food to 772.6 million 
people in 2020. 
 
According to the publication, 212.2 million of these people are 
from Brazil and the other 560.4 million are from other countries. 
 
“The variation in the total population fed by Brazil in 2019, of 
809.5 million compared to the 772.6 million fed in 2020 is due to 
the variation in product prices in the two years considered. Thus, 
it can be said that around 800 million people are fed by Brazil, 
including the Brazilian population”, say the authors. 
 
According to the survey, in the last ten years, Brazil’s participation 
in the world food market jumped from US$ 20.6 billion to US$ 100 
billion. The main products exported were meat, soy, corn, cotton, 
and forest products. 
 
As a result, the expectation is that the country’s contribution to 
global supply will increase in the coming years. 
 
The study - To quantify Brazil’s contribution to world food, the 
study considered the production of grains and oilseeds since they 
are staple foods for various populations in the world and also 
considered basic for the production of animal protein. 
 
For this, the researchers performed two calculations. The first 
calculation is based on the physical production of grains. The 
second calculation adds to this physical production its respective 
monetary value, based on international prices. 
 
In the accounts, the researchers carried out the conversion of beef 
into grains, based on the fact that their production takes place in 
the pasture. 
 
“We converted this export to grain equivalent and quantified how 
many people are fed this meat. This is the second alternative in 
the study,” explains Elisio Contini, one of the researchers involved 
in the study. 
 
“In the first alternative, based on physical production, data from 
the International Grains Council (IGC) were used, subtracting 
grain imports from Brazil”, say the authors. 
 
“From the production data, the percentage of the Brazilian 
production of these grains in relation to the world was 
established. With data from the world population, it was possible 
to quantify the number of people that Brazil can feed, based on its 
participation in world production of grain and oilseeds”, they 
detail. 
 
From this, the researchers understood that Brazil’s participation 
in world grain production grew from 6% in 2011, to 8% in 2020. 
 
In the second method, scholars have multiplied international 
prices with the production each year. They then calculate the 
proportion in relation to the total, as in the previous estimate. 
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With that, they reached the figure of 772.6 million people supplied 
by Brazilian production in 2020. 
 
Trade balance data released on March 1 indicate that the 
share of agriculture in Brazilian exports, which was 15% in 
the first two months of 2020, fell to 12.8% this year. The drop 
was driven by soybeans, export volumes of which dropped 
50% in January and February, compared to the same period 
last year. 
 
The absence of soy in Brazilian ports caused total agricultural 
exports to decline to US$ 2.39 billion in the year, 11% less than in 
the same period in 2020. In values, soy exports decreased by 45%, 
and imports increased by 122%, according to data from SECEX 
(Secretariat of Foreign Trade). 
 
The delay in the harvest caused by the late planting made soy 
scarce in the ports. Beginning now, foreign sales are accelerating. 
 
The sugar segment continues the recovery tested last year and is 
one of the most dynamic agribusiness products this year. The 
heated external demand and forecasts of a reduction in the supply 
of the product in the international market allowed Brazil to place 
4 million tons in the foreign market in the first two months, 38% 
more than in 2020. 
 
Climate problems in competing countries and possible 
government interference in fuel prices – which would harm 
ethanol – will boost sugar production this year. 
 
In addition to increasing foreign sales, the exporter is receiving an 
average of 10% more for the product, according to data from 
SECEX. 
 
The protein sector, the second largest in the agribusiness balance, 
also lost steam this year. Beef exports dropped 3%, and poultry 
exports dropped 1.4%. 
 
External sales of pork are also slowing down this year due to a 
recovery in the pork industry in China, the world’s largest 
importer of this protein. Meat prices dropped this year, especially 
poultry and pork. 
 
Unlike exports, food imports are growing. The evolution in the 
first two months was 19%, compared to 2020. Wheat, corn, and 
soy are at the top of the list. After depleting soy stocks and 
reducing corn stocks, Brazil spent 122% more on foreign oil 
purchases in the first two months and 150% more on grain 
imports. 
 
The expansion of Brazilian agriculture forces the country to also 
increase imports of inputs used in crops. To meet this demand, 
the fertilizer industries have already brought 5.7 million tons of 
the product from abroad this year, 50% above the volume from 
the same period last year. Spending amounts to US$ 1.1 billion. 
 
Imports of pesticides are also growing. The industries placed 
50,300 tons of these products in the country in the first two 
months, 3% more than in 2020. 
 
According to the maritime agency Cargonave, the schedule 
for soy shipments in March points to a volume of around 15 
million tons, considering the number of ships in the export 
line-up of around 250 vessels, a growth of more than 40% 
compared to the number seen in the same period last year. 

 
If all this volume were shipped, Brazil could even surpass the 
export record set for a single month – around 14.85 million tons – 
registered in April 2020, according to government data. But the 
logistical challenges are great, especially in a rainy season like 
this, which delays the loading of soy from the field to the ports, 
according to experts. 
 
“Despite the delay in the harvest, there is already enough volume 
harvested to export 15 million tons, even more considering that 
the harvest should advance well in the coming weeks. The 
question is whether we will be able to transport all that soy to the 
ports. It will depend a lot on the climate. March started super 
rainy in several states, ”said analyst Daniele Siqueira, from 
AgRural consulting firm. 
 
AgRural pointed out that until last week, the harvesting pace was 
the slowest in ten years, and the country had harvested a quarter 
of its harvest by February 25th. 
 
This had an impact on last month’s shipments, which fell about 
40% compared to the same period in 2020, to almost 3 million 
tons; this resulted in a long queue for exports in March. 
 
For Aedson Pereira, from IHS Markit, “leaving everything” on the 
schedule is “impossible”, due to the complications caused by the 
rains. 
 
Still, he said that exports in March should be at record levels, 
marking the beginning of the period in the year when shipments 
from the largest global producer and exporter become stronger – 
expectations for the country’s total exports in the year exceed 80 
million tons. 
 
In March last year, Brazilian shipments reached an all-time high of 
10.85 million tons. 
 
The port with the most ships scheduled for March is Santos, the 
main port for soy shipments from Brazil, with more than 70 ships 
scheduled, according to Cargonave data. In the same period last 
year, the expectation was 58 ships. 
 
In Paranaguá (PR), there are 50 vessels, versus 32 that had been 
planned for the same month last year, according to Cargonave. 
 
The schedule of soy shipments is also intense in Itaqui, Maranhão, 
with 28 vessels, double the amount seen last year. In Barcarena, 
Pará, there are 30 ships scheduled for March, versus 19 in the 
same period last year. 
 
The port of São Francisco do Sul, in Santa Catarina, has almost 
twice the number of ships scheduled as the same time last year, 
totaling about 15. 
 
Data from the two entities that represent 40% of total 
Argentine exports – CIARA (the Argentine chamber of oil 
industries) and CEC (the cereal exporters center) – point out 
that Argentine exports of grains and derivatives generated 
revenues of US$ 1.8 billion in February. 
 
This is the second-highest value for the month of February in the 
last 18 years. The highest was recorded in 2014 when February 
shipments generated US$ 1.89 billion. 
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According to the entities, last month’s amount represented an 
increase of 122% compared to the revenue generated in the same 
month of 2020. In comparison with January, there was a decrease 
of 15.4%. 
 
“This result is explained by the increase in international prices of 
industrialized products based on soybeans and commodities in 
general, in addition to the regularization of delayed shipments 
and the liquidation of inventories to facilitate the entry of the next 
harvest”, announced the entities in a note. 
 
The revenue from the exchange variation is fundamentally related 
to the purchase of grains that will later be exported in the same 
state or as a processed product, after an industrial transformation. 
Most of this foreign exchange revenue is produced well before 
export: about 30 days in advance in the case of grain exports and 
up to 90 days in the case of exports of protein oils and flours. 
 
In the two months, revenue from exports of grains and derivatives 
reached US$ 3.95 billion, an amount 63% higher than that 
accumulated in the first two months of 2020. The main product 
exported by the sector is soybean meal, which accounts for 13% 
of the total amount sold by the country abroad. 
 
Other cargo 
 
According to the monthly survey by the National Association 
of Automotive Vehicle Manufacturers (ANFAVEA), despite all 
the logistical efforts made by automakers, the production of 
vehicles has not yet returned to the levels before the 
pandemic. 
 
The month of February saw 197 thousand units produced, 3.5% 
less than in the same month last year and 1.3% below January. 
Since the 2016 crisis, there has not been such a low number for 
vehicle production for the month. The accumulated 396,700 in the 
two-month period is 0.2% higher than that of 2020, but this is due 
to the suspension of collective vacations in January this year by 
several companies. 
 
“Many of our automakers worked even during Carnival to try to 
replenish low stocks and compensate for some delays and stops 
due to a lack of inputs, but there is still a lot of difficulty in 
resuming the normal pace of operations at the factories”, 
explained President Luiz Carlos Moraes. Inventories of vehicles at 
factories and dealerships at the turn of the month were 97,800 
units, sufficient for 18 days at the current pace of sales, a figure 
still very low compared to pre-pandemic levels when inventories 
held a 30 to 40 day supply. 
 
Worse than production bottlenecks was the cooling of the 
recovery in the domestic market. The licensing of 167,000 units in 
February represented a drop of 16.7% compared to the same 
month last year, and a drop of 2.2% compared to January of this 
year. The accumulated 394,500 units in the two-month period 
represent a 14.2% decrease. On the other hand, exports in the two 
months are at the same levels as last year, just over 58,000 units. 
 
The good news of the month comes from the truck sector. The 
production of 11,800 units was 37.9% higher than in January and 
29.3% higher than in February 2020. Licenses (7,800) grew 3.2% 
and 21.4%, respectively. In the accumulated result for the year, 
trucks registered an increase of 24.9% in production, 11.8% in 
sales, and 85.9% in exports, in comparison with the first two 
months of the previous year. Part of the good results is attributed 

to the strength of agribusiness and the expansion of the home 
delivery network. 
 
In February, Brazilian cotton exports totaled 235,500 tons, 
38.59% higher than the 169,900 tons exported in February 
2020 and a record for the second month of the year. In the 
first two months, cotton shipments totaled 500 thousand 
tons, an increase of 6.38% compared to the same period last 
year. 
 
According to ANEA (the national association of cotton exporters), 
the increase is the result of a demand that is recovering faster 
than expected. “This allowed the shipment of production that was 
already negotiated but also opened up space for new purchases”, 
evaluated Henrique Snitcovski, president of the entity. Given this 
scenario, the association raised the expectation of shipments for 
the cycle from July 2020 to June 2021 to 2.3 million tons –  
with1.8 million shipped up until February. The previous 
expectation was 2.15 million tons. Compared to the record 
volume of the past harvest, 1.9 million tons, the increase was 
21.76%. 
 
Brazilian Cotton Exports (HS 5201) | Jan 2017 to Jan 2021 | 
TEU 

 
Source: DataLiner (To request a demo of the DataLiner click here) 
 
Of the main destinations for Brazilian cotton, China accounted for 
35% of the volume shipped until February, followed by Vietnam, 
importing 16%, and Pakistan, importing 15%. “This is partly due 
to the control of the pandemic, but is mainly due to the behavior 
of importing markets that seek to buy ahead to guarantee quality 
cotton amid the recovery of demand,” said the leader. The 
movement was also favored by the exchange rate, which made 
Brazilian cotton more competitive. 
 
Snitcovski estimates that approximately 60% of the new harvest 
of 2 million tons planted up until February – but lower than the 
2.9 million tons of 2019/2020 – is already negotiated. “There is 
still room for the producer to take advantage of good prices to 
negotiate the cotton,” he says. 
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