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Main news 
 
The DatamarNews team carried out a survey of the port 
terminals that handled the most shipments in 2020 and made 
a comparison with the previous year based on data from 
DataLiner. Following is the ranking of Brazilian port 
terminals in terms of exports and imports: 
 
Exports 
 
BTP drove the exports, growing 26.71% compared to 2019. In 2nd 
place is TCP, with an 8.52% growth in the same period. See the 
full list below: 

 
Imports 
 
Santos Brasil led imports despite the fact that its volume fell 
10.26% in 2020 when compared to 2019. A positive highlight was 
DP World Santos, which grew 22.01% in the same period: 
 

 

Which Brazilian and Plate ports performed the best in 2020? 
Which recorded the greatest growth? And the biggest drop? 
See the results of a survey conducted by the DatamarNews 
team based on DataLiner data on the performance of ports in 
2020 and the comparison with 2019: 
 
Brazil 
 
The Port of Santos was the port that exported the most in 2020, 
with 1,132,161 TEU sent abroad, an increase of 7.05% in relation 
to 2019. The biggest drop in exports was in the Port of Fortaleza, 
which fell 28.39%. 
 

 
 
In imports, the positive highlight was the Port of Itajaí, which 
grew 20.32% in 2020, to 140,503 TEU. 

 
 
Source: DataLiner 
 
Plate 
 
In the Plate region, the leadership in exports was the Port of 
Buenos Aires, which grew 7.72%. The Port of Montevideo 
registered 4.95% growth in the same period. 
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In imports, most of the ports have decreased handling. While 
imports fell 8.02% at the Port of Buenos Aires, at the Port of 
Montevideo, imports fell 2.60%. 

 
 
Ports and Terminals 
 
The delegations of Paraguay and Brazil approved the bidding 
documents for the construction of the bridge that will 
connect the cities of Carmelo Peralta (Paraguay) to Puerto 
Murtinho (Brazil). It is a fundamental part of the Bioceanic 
Corridor that will connect the Brazilian port terminals to the 
Port of Antofagasta, in Chile. 
 
Both delegations reiterated the firm commitment made by the 
presidents of Paraguay and Brazil to complete the construction of 
the bridge financed by Itaipu Binacional. 
 
According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay, the 
bridge will allow road interconnection and will promote the 
sustainable development of both countries in addition to the other 
countries that integrate the Bioceanic Corridor. It will be a 
fundamental link to join the Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean 
through the Chaco region of Paraguay. 
 
The Paraguayan delegation for approval of the edicts was chaired 
by the General Director of Foreign Trade of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Gloria Amarilla, and was composed of 
representatives from the Ministries of Public Works and 
Communications; Finance; Environment and Sustainable 

Development; Itaipu Binacional ( MD); and the Embassy of 
Paraguay in Brazil. 
 
On the Brazilian side, representatives of the South America 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the National 
Department of Transport Infrastructure; Itaipu Binacional; and 
the Brazilian Embassy in Paraguay were present, in addition to 
representatives of the State of Mato Grosso do Sul. 
 
The graph below shows the volume handled between Paraguay 
and Brazil since 2017. The graph shows that there has been a 
considerable growth in exports from Paraguay to Brazil in the last 
year: 

 
 
Companhia das Docas do Estado do Bahia (CODEBA) is to 
carry out a virtual bidding process on March 11 for the 
execution of maintenance dredging at the Organized Port of 
Ilhéus. 
 
The announcement was published in the Federal Register on 
February 17th. The work will reestablish the port’s 10-meter 
draft, allowing larger ships to dock, increasing the port’s logistics 
in the region, and benefiting cruise ships on the Cacao Coast. The 
last time maintenance was performed on the draft of the Port of 
Ilhéus was in 2014.  
 
The increase in the number of work shifts at the Port of 
Paranaguá from two to four has caused controversy at OGMO 
Paranaguá (the labor-management body of the Port of 
Paranaguá). 
 
In January, the agency added two work shifts to the other two 
already in existence, for a new total of four shifts, one for each 
period: 7 am to 1 pm; 1 pm to 7 pm; 19h to 1h; 1 am to 7 am. The 
Port of Paranaguá was one of the only ports in the country to 
continue with the two-shift system. Other large Brazilian ports, 
such as Santos (SP), Imbituba (SC), Itaqui (MA), São Francisco do 
Sul (SC), and Suape (PE) had already opted for systems that 
include three to four shifts. 
 
According to Shana Carolina Colaço Vaz Bertol, executive director 
of OGMO Paranaguá, the change was motivated by seeking 
continuous improvement in manpower management and in 
making port operations feasible. This is because many workers 
were dissatisfied when they were scheduled for work on ships 
that for some reason failed to materialize (due to rain, ship 
cancellation, equipment breakdown, failure to release cargo, etc.) 
and ended up receiving just daily wage instead of also being 
remunerated based on productivity. 
 
According to the agency, the new four-shift system guarantees 
that the port operator can organize more assertive operations. 
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Currently, in the two-shift system, the operator operates with a 
12-hour predictability window, often having his activities 
hampered by unexpected factors (rain, a ship heading for the 
scrapyard, an equipment breakdown, cargo released, etc.). With 
the implementation of the four shifts, this predictability window 
becomes 6 hours, which allows for more efficient planning of 
operations. Also, the worker will be able to choose the desirable 
period for the functions that pay the best, being less subject to the 
occurrence of the so-called “burned for good” – when the worker 
is placed on a good list (with more significant payment), due to 
some impediment, but there was no productivity in that period 
either. The new four-shift system also allows the autonomous 
port worker (TPA) to qualify for any of the periods for that day 
and the next day, different from the previous model, which 
allowed the worker to qualify only for the two periods following 
the shift. 
 
The initiative, however, has been criticized by SINDESTIVA 
(Paranaguá and Pontal do Paraná dockworkers union), which 
even after an attempt at negotiation, filed a lawsuit demanding 
the immediate and definitive suspension of the four work shifts. 
For OGMO, such resistance was already expected, since, 
historically, the control of the shift has always been an important 
tool of the unions of independent workers to justify stoppages in 
Brazilian ports. 
 
Also according to OGMO Paranaguá, the organ participated in a 
mediation meeting held on January 19, with representatives of the 
TPA labor unions. To find a negotiated alternative and avoid a 
judicial discussion, a more gradual transition in the work schedule 
was proposed: three daily shifts beginning on February 1st, 
increasing to four daily shifts beginning on March 1st with 
systematic adjustments to be made by OGMO Paranaguá when 
necessary. The proposal, immediately accepted by OGMO and 
SINDOP, was refuted by SINDESTIVA, which was adamant about 
any change in the number of shifts and filed a lawsuit asking for 
the end of the initiative. 
 
Among the arguments defended by SINDESTIVA against the new 
shift is the fear of a decrease in the number of requests by port 
operators, something that, according to OGMO Paranaguá, did not 
happen during the ten days in which a new shift system was in 
operation from January 15-24. Another claim by the union against 
the change is the possible psychological problems that the act of 
checking the work shift online four times a day could theoretically 
cause the worker. 

 
On January 22, a conciliation hearing was held at the 1st Labor 
Court in Paranaguá, regarding the lawsuit filed by SINDESTIVA. 
The four shifts are suspended until February 25, the date of the 
next scheduled hearing. 
 

The Port of Recife recorded a 69.04% growth in cargo 
handling in January compared to the same month in 2020. 
The forecast was to handle about 82,000 tons of products, but 
the result was 166,041 tons. In January 2020, cargo handling 
reached 98,225 tons. 
 
Eight vessels docked at the port in January. Six types of products 
were moved. The most prominent cargo was sugar in bulk and in 
bags, almost 82,000 tons were exported to Romania, Lebanon, and 
Canada. Subsequently, 34,847 tons of Belgian and Argentine 
barley malt arrived through the Port of Recife to supply the 
Pernambuco beer industry. Barrilha, fertilizer, and wheat also 
passed through the Port of Recife. 
 
“The year started with a promise of rebalancing. January has 
already exceeded expectations and the movement foreseen for 
February is 117,000 tons, already 30% higher than the same 
period last year. From now on, we already understand that 
advances at the port will get stronger and it will gain more 
importance in our economy”, points out Marconi Muzzio 
president of the Port of Recife. 
 
See below cargo-handling volume imported and exported via the 
Port of Recife from 2016: 

 
 
After ending 2020 with more than 11 million tons handled, 
Ceará Export Processing Zone (EPZ), the company that makes 
up the Pecém Complex, began the year with growth in its 
cargo flow. In January, the movement of goods reached 
873,781 tons, an increase of 6.1% in comparison with the 
same period last year. 
 
Among the main goods that passed through the gates of the Ceará 
EPZ in January, the largest flow came from iron ore, with 260,661 
tons handled in the period, an increase of 1.44% compared to the 
same month last year. Mineral coal, in turn, totaled 178,539 tons 
during the month, an increase of 38.2% compared to 2020. 
 
“After the 2020 challenge, we are optimistic that, this year we will 
resume our production pace, which is so important for the 
economic development of Ceará. I have no doubt that with the 
work of our employees and installed companies, we will have a 
productive 2021”, highlights Andréa Freitas, operations director 
at Ceará EPZ 
 
In January, Ceará EPZ (the only Export Processing Zone in 
operation in Brazil) also handled 212,965 tons of steel plates 
produced by Companhia Siderúrgica do Pecém (CSP), one of the 
three companies installed in the complex. In December 2020, the 
product, which is exported to several countries via Porto do 
Pecém, registered an increase of 19.6% in its movement, the 
biggest increase among the main cargoes of the Ceará EPZ. 
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Exports and imports - The US was the main importer of goods 
from Ceará EPZ in January, receiving 47,768 tons. In the same 
period, Canada (31,021 tons) and Belgium (7,531 tons) also 
received items processed by the company, which exported 86,320 
tons over the month. 
 
With regard to imports, the main commercial partners of the 
Ceará EPZ in January were the US (179,044 tons), Russia (10,275 
tons), and South Korea (1,307 tons), which helped the company to 
receive a total of 191,195 tons during the month.  China, Austria, 
Spain, Chile, Japan, and Portugal also sent goods to the Ceará EPZ, 
in a smaller quantity. 
 
Log-In Logística Intermodal is launching Log-Aí, a digital 
platform developed with the objective of simplifying the 
customer’s logistics operation. The platform has two versions 
– one for navigation customers and another for the Vila Velha 
Port Terminal (ES). 
 
According to Felipe Gurgel, service director at Log-In Logística 
Intermodal, one of the main differentials of Log-Aí is the fact that 
it was designed based on feedback, thus addressing the main 
needs and real difficulties of customers’ operations and logistics 
management. 
 
Through a simple, agile, and intuitive tool, in this first phase of 
launching Log-Aí, it will be possible to carry out the activities 
identified as a priority in the process of contracting and managing 
navigation services. In the version for navigation customers, 
features such as online booking, cargo tracking, tracking, and 
sending all documentation are available. For Terminal customers, 
it allows online communication with the customs system and 
quicker service processing, with fewer clicks and fewer screens to 
be accessed. 
 
“With the digital platform, using a login and password, it is 
possible to locate the cargo booking for which you want to consult 
the documentation and download it. This, in addition to speeding 
up the process, brings substantial gains in the customer 
experience”, emphasizes Gurgel. 
 
Important new features will be added periodically, according to 
the scope of the project. The expectation is that by the end of the 
year, Log-Aí will be functioning as a complete service platform. 
 
Over 3,000 trucks full of soy are stopped at the river port of 
Miritituba, in Itaituba (PA), due to the high flow of vehicles 
going to the Tapajós River transshipment station. 
 
According to ABIOVE (the Brazilian association of vegetable-oil 
industries), the line began to form on February 11. “Congestion in 
the Miritituba region takes place on an unpaved stretch of road 
about 7 km from the BR-230, which connects the BR-163 to the 
Tapajós Transhipment Cargo Station. The route is the 
responsibility of the city of Itaituba and the difficulty in traffic is 
due to the rains and the increase in traffic at this time of the 
harvest”, says the entity in a note. 
 
According to ABIOVE, the situation has already been reported to 
the federal government, and “the municipality [of Itaituba] is 
working to mitigate the problem until the BR-163 concession is 
made viable, definitively resolving the issue”. 
 
The Secretary of Agriculture of Itaituba, Emanoel do Livramento 
Pires Júnior, told the website “Agricultural News” that up to 

10,000 trucks were lined up at the end of last week, but that the 
problem has been solved with the help of the police. “The good 
news is that it has already been solved. Traffic is still very intense 
on the highway. It is raining a lot, but it is not a standstill like it 
was before,” Pires Júnior told the website. 
 
Grain terminals on the Tapajós river are supplied by trucks 
arriving via Highway BR-230 which is managed by the federal 
government and, for the 7 km stretch, by the city of Itaituba. The 
site also receives trucks that arrive from the intersection with 
Highway  BR-163. ABIOVE does not yet see an impact on grain 
exports, since the problems have been solved. 
 
Shipping 
 
MSC reported that the container ship Maersk Eindhoven, 
deployed in the Pearl service, suffered, a technical failure on 
February 18 due to bad weather during the route from 
Xiamen, China, to Los Angeles, USA. As a result, the 13,100-
TEU vessel lost hundreds of containers at sea. 
 
The accident happened near Japan. The crew is reported to be safe 
and propulsion has been restored. Maersk is currently evaluating 
the nearest suitable port options in Asia to dock the ship. 
 
It is the sixth reported container-loss incident at sea since 
November 30. In January, about 750 containers fell from the 
“Maersk Essen”, a twin of the “Maersk Eindhoven”, in an accident 
also on the Xiamen line to Los Angeles. 
 
A.P.Moller – Maersk to operate the world’s first carbon-
neutral liner by 2023AP Moller – Maersk will launch the 
world’s first carbon-neutral liner in 2023 – seven years 
before the initial goal of 2030. All future vessels built by 
Maersk will have dual-fuel technology installed, allowing for 
carbon-neutral or standard fuel oil operations with very low 
sulfur fuel oil (VLSFO). 
 
“AP Moller – Maersk’s ambition is to lead the way towards the de-
carbonization of global logistics. Our customers expect us to assist 
them in decarbonizing their global supply chains, and we are 
accepting the task, working to solve practical, technical, and safety 
challenges inherent in the carbon-neutral fuels we need for the 
future. Our ambition to have a carbon-neutral fleet was a ‘flight to 
the moon’ when announced in 2018. Today, we see it as a 
challenging but achievable goal”, says Søren Skou, CEO of AP 
Moller – Maersk. 
 
About half of Maersk’s 200 largest customers have implemented – 
or are in the process of implementing – ambitious, science-based, 
or zero-carbon targets for their supply networks, and the 
projection is growing. 
 
Maersk’s methanol collection vessels will have a capacity of 
approximately 2000 TEU and will be deployed in one of the 
corporation’s intra-regional networks. Although the vessel can 
operate with standard VLSFO, the plan is to operate the vessel 
with carbon-neutral e-methanol or sustainable bio-methanol 
beginning from day one. 
 
“Within our goal timeline, it will be a significant challenge to be a 
source of an adequate supply of carbon-neutral methanol to be 
pioneers in this technology. Our success depends on the 
acceptance of this innovative product by consumers, and on the 
enhanced collaboration with fuel producers, technological 
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partners, and developers, to boost production with the proper 
speed. We believe that our aspiration to begin operating the first 
carbon-neutral ship is the best way to start an escalation of the 
carbon-neutral fuels that we will need”, analyzes Henriette 
Hallberg Thygesen, CEO of Fleet & Strategic Brands, AP Moller – 
Maersk. Both the methanol-powered collecting vessel and the 
decision to install dual-fuel engines on new vessels are part of the 
ongoing Maersk fleet-replacement process. 
 
According to the company, Maersk continues to explore several 
paths towards carbon-neutral fuel and expects multiple solutions 
in the future. Methanol (e-methanol and bio-methanol), mixtures 
of lignin alcohol, and ammonia remain the main fuel candidates 
for the future. 
 
The key partner in this collaboration is the Maersk Mc-Kinney 
Møller Zero-Carbon Transport Center, an independent, nonprofit 
research and development center that works across sectors, 
organizations, research areas, and regulatory bodies to accelerate 
the development and implementation of new energy systems and 
technologies. 
 
The year 2021 has been a very good year for Hapag-Lloyd due 
to the exceptionally strong demand for container shipping, 
which has raised freight rates. Based on preliminary business 
figures for the month of January and the current business 
situation, Hapag-Lloyd’s Executive Board expects the EBITDA 
and EBIT performance indicators for the first quarter of 2021 
to be significantly higher than in the same period last year. 
EBITDA is currently estimated to be at least US$ 1.8 billion (at 
least EUR 1.5 billion) compared to US$ 517 million (EUR 469 
million) in the first quarter of 2020. For EBIT, Hapag’s Executive 
Board, Lloyd AG, currently expects at least US$ 1.5 billion (at least 
EUR 1.25 billion) compared to US$ 176 million (EUR 160 million) 
in the first quarter of 2020. 
 
In addition, Hapag-Lloyd’s Executive Board expects EBITDA and 
EBIT for the 2021 business year as a whole to clearly exceed the 
previous year’s level. However, the forecast for the year is subject 
to considerable uncertainty due to a number of factors, including 
the above-average volatility of freight rates at this time; 
operational challenges caused by existing infrastructure 
bottlenecks, among others; and the inability to predict the future 
course or economic impacts of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
“We will see a very strong profit in the first quarter, but we expect 
normalization throughout the year. We are still seeing delays in 
container deliveries, significant congestion at ports around the 
world, capacity restrictions on trains and trucks, and the risks of 
the coronavirus pandemic remain. However, we also expect the 
result for 2021 as a whole to be significantly higher than the 
previous year’s level. At the same time, we will continue to 
maintain our focus on our employees, serving our customers as 
best we can, and implementing our 2023 Strategy, ”said Rolf 
Habben Jansen, CEO of Hapag-Lloyd. 
 
Grain 
 
In its last report released February 18, ANEC (the national 
association of cereal exporters) reduced the expectation of 
February soy exports by 1 million tons, to between 5 million 
and 7.9 million tons, due to the lack of soy to load ships and 
the rain that is preventing harvesting and loading in ports. 
 

“The delay in harvesting has prevented soy from arriving at the 
ports,” said the CEO of ANEC, Sérgio Mendes. Not only has rain 
prevented the harvest, but it has also prevented the loading of 
bulk carriers. According to Mendes, the exporters are becoming 
concerned about the payment of demurrage, which is a fine for 
remaining in port beyond the established deadlines. 
 
According to ANEC, 137 vessels were moored in Brazilian 
terminals waiting for soy to be shipped on the 18th. There are 
another 98 vessels planned in the line-up but these have not yet 
reached the ports. Brazil is expected to ship 3.2 million tons this 
month, according to consultancy MDCommodities, based in 
Chicago. The figure is slightly less than half the previous forecast 
of 6.5 million tons, according to Bloomberg. 
 
Fruit 
 
Since Brazil opened its market to Egyptian citrus last year in 
May, the first fruit is being exported from the Arab country to 
Brazil. The product has an import tax reduction to enter 
Mercosur countries market due to the South American bloc’s 
free trade agreement with Egypt. The tariff will be zeroed in 
September this year. 
 
According to the new commercial consulate of Egypt in Brazil, 
Nashwa Bakr, two Egyptian companies have already exported 
oranges to Brazil since the market opened. “One sent nine 
containers, and the other 15 containers and the latter plans to 
send another 25 containers by the end of May,” said Bakr, who 
took over the post a little over a week ago at the Egyptian 
Commercial Office in São Paulo. “We are preparing a campaign 
with Brazilian importers and we are contacting supermarkets 
such as Pão de Açúcar and Dia,” Bakr told ANBA. 
 
Egypt produced three million tons of oranges last year and 
exported half of the total production, or 1.5 million tons, 
consolidating itself as the largest orange exporter in the world, 
Bakr said. “The most popular destinations for Egyptian oranges 
were China, the European Union, and Arab countries,” she said. 
Most oranges are grown in Northern Egypt, close to the Nile River 
and the Mediterranean Sea, known as the Nile Delta. 
 
The biggest competitors for Egyptian oranges in Brazil are the 
United States, China, Chile, and Argentina. “But we were the 
largest exporter of oranges last year, so we hope that in two or 
three years Brazil will be the largest importer of Egyptian 
oranges,” she said, positively evaluating the performance of 
Mercosur as a whole since the free trade agreement trade 
includes the four countries of the bloc (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Paraguay). See the chart below for the main origins of 
oranges imported by Brazil: 
 
Origins of Brazilian Orange Imports (HS 0805.1) | Jan to Dec 
2020 | TEU 

Country TEU 

SPAIN  1.154 

PORTUGAL 135 

EGYPT  6 

URUGUAY 5 
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Meat 
 
ABPA (the Brazilian association of animal protein) celebrated 
the announcement made by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock, and Food Supply concerning the opening of the 
Cambodian market for Brazilian pork. 
 
The opening is valid for fresh and processed pork cuts from 
industries authorized by the Federal Inspection Service (SIF) of 
Brazil. 
 
According to the president of ABPA, Ricardo Santin, the southeast 
Asian country with just over 15 million inhabitants is undergoing 
an intense process of urbanization and an increase in per-capita 
income, which influences the growth potential of swine meat 
consumption per capita, today at 10 kilos per inhabitant per year. 
 
“Cambodia is an emerging hog-producing nation but has recently 
been impacted by cases of African Swine Fever. In this context, 
Brazil must establish itself as a solid partner to complement the 
local demand, helping the Cambodian population to maintain food 
security”, evaluates Santin. 
 
Other cargo 
 
Brazil will reduce the import tariff on bicycles from 35% to 
30% as of March. The tariff will then decrease to 25% in July 
and to 20% in December. The measure was published in the 
Federal Register on February 18. 
 
With the decision by CAMEX (the executive management 
committee of the foreign trade chamber), the tax will return to the 
20% level provided for in the Mercosur Common External Tariff 
(TEC). Brazil had included bicycles on TEC’s list of exceptions in 
2011 when it raised the tariff to 35% to benefit domestic 
production. 
 
According to ABRACICLO (Brazilian association of manufacturers 
of motorcycles, mopeds, scooters, bicycles, and similar products), 
Brazil continues production of bicycles at the Manaus industrial 
pole but more bicycles are imported than are exported. The hub 
manufactured 56,981 units in January, an increase of 44.6% 
compared to December and 1% compared to the same month of 
2020. 
 
See below the volume of bicycles imported by Brazil since 2017: 
 

 
 
Brazilian furniture and mattress exports ended the year 
2020 with a 5.1% growth in exported volume compared to 
the accumulated result of 2019. On the other hand, in terms 
of exported values - US$ 628.2 million -, there was a decrease 

of 2.5%, also compared to the previous year. The data are 
from ABIMÓVEL (the Brazilian furniture industry 
association). 
 
Of this total, furniture exports to the United States led with a 
39.9% share of the exported values, an increase of 11.5% 
compared to 2019. Like in Brazil, the retail American furniture 
industry experienced a  recovery in the second half of 2020, a 
situation that is expected to continue during the first quarter of 
this year then remain stable until at least 2024, according to an 
analysis by local experts. Such projections indicate good business 
opportunities with the country for this year and in the future. 
 
Second in the ranking is the United Kingdom, with an 8.6% share 
in the accumulated index from January to December 2020. Despite 
the good score, there was a 16.8% drop in terms of exported 
values compared to that recorded in 2019. It should be noted that 
British retailers face severe sanctions due to an even more severe 
second wave of the pandemic there, which led the local 
government to impose very restrictive measures of social distance 
and closing physical stores. In contrast, advances in vaccination in 
the British territories point to a potentially faster economic 
recovery than in other markets. 
 
Uruguay appears in third place, with 7.4% of the total exported, 
representing a drop of 6.7%. Next are other South American 
partners: Chile (6.6%), Peru (5.1%), and Paraguay (3.3%). 
Relations with the Netherlands (Holland) have shown evolution in 
recent years, and the Netherlands came in seventh place in the 
ranking of Brazilian furniture exports in 2020: a 2.8% share 
between January and December last year pointed to slight growth 
(0.4%) compared to 2019. 
 
Import origins   
 
From January to December 2020, Brazil imported US$ 193.8 
million in furniture and furniture components, a drop of 8.7% 
over the same period of the previous year. In terms of 
participation, China was the source of 77.9% of total imports 
made by Brazil in the period, followed by Italy (5.3%), and the 
United States (2.8%). 
 
Concerning fluctuations in import values, many countries slightly 
decreased their exports to Brazil when compared to the same 
period of the previous year. Spain (1.8%), South Korea (0.5%), 
and Israel (0.6%) were the only countries that showed growth in 
the period. On the negative side, Germany recorded the biggest 
drop in exports in the furniture industry between January and 
December last year, going from 1.3% in the consolidated for the 
year 2019 to 0.9% in 2020. 
 
2020 was a very positive year for Brazilian honey producers. 
According to the Brazilian Association of Honey Exporters, 
last year, more than 45,600 tons of production were sent to 
the foreign market, an increase of almost 50% in relation to 
2019, when the volume was approximately 30,000 tons. 
 
The US alone purchases 80% of the honey produced in Brazil. 
 
Paraná is the largest Brazilian producer, with Maringá the largest 
exporter in Brazil. The municipality receives about 3,000 
beekeepers from all regions. 
 
See the chart below for a history of Brazilian honey exports and 
the main ports through which the product is exported: 
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Economy 
 
On February 18, the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
released a new edition of the “Goods Trade Barometer”, 
which provides real-time information on the trajectory of 
world trade including statistics and projections on the entity 
itself and other organizations. 
 
The current edition points to a strong recovery in exports and 
imports but warns of the risk that this positive picture may be of 
short duration due to the growing number of cases of covid-19 
and new variants of the virus. 
 
Through the mechanism, a score above 100 means growth above 
the medium-term trend, and a score below 100 shows a trend of 
contraction in exports and imports. The current Barometer 
reached 103.9 points, thus indicating the improvement in exports 
and imports in the fourth quarter of 2020 after declines caused by 
the Covid-19 damage. 
 
In the third quarter of 2020, the volume of goods had already 
started to grow, with strong exports from Asia to North America 
and Europe. But trade between July and September fell 5.6% 
compared to the same period in 2019. 
 
In the fourth quarter of 2020, trade volume continued to be more 
dynamic. But the outlook for the first quarter of 2021 “is highly 
uncertain” because of Covid-19. 

 

“The outlook for trade in goods will depend to a large extent on 

the evolution of the virus and the spread of effective vaccines,” 

says the WTO. All components of the Barometer are above the 

trend or following the trend, but orders for exports and 

automotive products show signs of slowing down. 

 

The indicators for containers and international cargo transport 

are increasing faster than the average growth of other items 

observed by the WTO. 

 

Electronic components and raw materials are above trend and 

expanding, respectively, possibly due to the formation of 

inventories, according to the WTO. 

 

“Overall, this suggests that the upward momentum in trade may 

have peaked,” concludes the WTO, which is normally cautious in 

its assessments. Other international organizations have improved 

their projections for the international economy. But they also 

warned of the risks of slippage if vaccination against Covid-19 

does not progress and confinements are maintained in several 

markets. 

 

 

The graph above shows the number of daily container port calls 

since the beginning of 2020 registered by the Automatic 

Identification System (AIS) developed by the International 

Maritime Organization. Port calls in January fell about 7% 

compared to December and 6% compared to the July to 

September average of last year. This suggests that the second 

wave of COVID-19 will have an appreciable impact on goods 

shipments by sea, which is not yet fully reflected in the 

Merchandise Barometer. 
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