
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“B 

Saint Peter’s NET 

Jesus said to Peter, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 

Matthew 4:19 

Mission Statement: We are an inclusive, 

forward-looking Episcopal parish that 

seeks to grow in Christ through worship, 

education and fellowship, serves Christ 

by ministering to local and global 

communities and shares Christ in 

following His command to “Love one 

another as I have loved you.”  
 

Vision Statement: Our vision at St. 

Peter’s is to be an inclusive, vibrant 

Christian community honoring our 

Episcopal heritage by achieving 

excellence in worship, mission, 

education and fellowship. 
 

Staff 
Very Rev. Dr. Koshy Mathews, Rector   

Rev. Joseph Dietz, Deacon 

Retta Sparano, Liturgical Coordinator 

Karen Greene, Music Director 

Judith M. Dougherty, Parish Secretary   

Gabriel Yanez, Sexton 
 

Vestry 
2018 Frank Rothenberger 

Retta Sparano 

Jan Wier 

2019 Raymond Foerster 

Karen Martz 

2020 Judi Hans 

Vincent Giancaterino   

Julia Sharpe 
 

How to contact St. Peter’s 
Office: 610-933-2195 

Email: saintpetersphoenix@gmail.com 
Web site: www.saintpeterschurch.net 
 

 

 

What’s Happing At St. Peter’s 

December 2017 
  

Table of Contents 
p. 1 From the Rector 

p. 2 Deacon’s Roundtable; Deadlines 

p. 3 Giving Tree; Altar Flowers; 

Cookie Exchange;  

Greening of the Church  

p. 4 Financial Update 

p. 5 2018 Giving Envelopes;  

Christmas Services 

Feasibility Study/Survey 

St. Peter’s Food Pantry Update 

p. 6 Stewardship; What is a Vestry 

p. 7 October Stewardship Moment 

December Celebrations 

p. 8 December Worship Participants 

  

  

From the Rector 
 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter’s, 
 

Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your 

bountiful spirit.” My morning meditation begins with this verse from Psalm 

51. Few days ago, as I was sitting down for my meditation feeling spiritually 

somewhat depleted, this opening verse from Psalm became my own prayer.  

Despite my valiant effort to maintain my focus on the here and now, my 

mind became a jumble of thoughts about the past and the future, and in 

desperation I opened my eyes.  In my sitting position on the floor, I saw a 

large shadow of Christ facing me on the wall. In the pitch darkness of early 

morning, the light from the candle sitting on my prayer desk in front of a 

small replica of the statue of Christ the Redeemer, cast a shadow of it on to 

the wall making it look like Jesus hovering over me. At that moment, it 

served me as an affirmation of God’s presence in my life.  All I have to do is 

just open my eyes to the presence of Jesus in the here and now. Experiencing 

God in one’s life doesn’t have to be a complicated thing. Living in the 

moment in all its fullness is the way to experience the transcendence in the 

imminent.     
 

Jesus presence is ubiquitous. He is everywhere if only we have the eyes to 

perceive him. How can I not see Jesus when children come to the altar 

railing to receive communion? The other day, as I was giving communion to 

Frank with Lily tucked safely in his hands, Lily looked at me and offered me 

a beautiful smile. I paused for a brief moment to acknowledge once again 

God’s presence and thanked God. It also made me realize all such moments I 

have not acknowledged simply because my mind was elsewhere.  
 

We just had an incredible day of worship and celebration this past Sunday 

with our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Daniel Gutierrez. We were blessed to have his 

wife, Suzanne, also with us.  It was good to have Deacon Dennis back with 

us as bishop’s chaplain.  We had 9 confirmations and 14 receptions.  Bishop 

gave an uplifting and inspiration sermon.  The reception following the 

celebration was outstanding. I have heard some people saying we 

experienced the Holy Spirit among us.  Indeed it was very hard to miss the 

presence of God on Sunday. 
 

The season of Advent is upon us. It is the season of waiting and preparing 

for the birth of baby Jesus.  Friends, let us truly make this season a time of 

recognizing Jesus presence in our lives.  As we wait with anticipation and 

longing, let us not miss seeing Jesus in each other, or on the face of a brother 

or sister who comes to the code blue shelter from the cold, or on a baby 

awakened by water poured over her head at her baptism, or on a cashier at 

the counter of a busy supermarket.   Jesus is here right now, not just at the 

end of Advent. 
 

As we journey together into this season of Advent, let us not let normal 

distractions of life allow us to take us away from centering in Christ, being  
 

Continued on next page 
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awakened to the presence of Jesus, and seeing 

the shadow of Jesus hover over us. 
 

Let us move through this Advent mindfully, 

deliberately, and prayerfully, savoring every 

moment and experiencing the joy of anticipation 

while not succumbing to the temptation for 

immediate gratification.  
 

Have a blessed Advent!  
 

Koshy 

 

 
 

Deacon’s Roundtable 
 

“And the word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

the father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”  
John 1:14 

 

Most of us, at one time or another, have held a 

newborn baby in our arms.  What a miracle!  As 

you gaze into the eyes of that little one you are 

overwhelmed with tenderness.  That baby is so 

pure, so innocent; you are overcome with a type 

of holiness.  You never want to hurt or 

disappoint her/him in any way. 
 

You have often heard me say that sitting in my 

private place to pray is like sitting in the lap of 

Jesus.  Imagine what it would be like to do just 

the opposite, hold Jesus in your arms!  There 

was a saintly woman in the thirteenth century 

who experienced a vision of this very thing.  

The story goes that, as she held the baby Jesus, 

she heard him say, “Whoever does not know me 

as a little child will never know me as a man.” 
 

As we approach the great festival of Christmas, 

let us, with his mother Mary, hold the infant 

Jesus and gaze into his innocent face.  There is 

so much we can’t even begin to understand!  

How could God, the creator of the universe, 

make himself so tiny and vulnerable?  How 

could the One who is All Powerful become an 

ordinary baby who needs to have his diaper 

changed, nursed and comforted? 
 

So many strange things happened at his birth; 

the star of wander and light, choirs of angels, 

and the amazed shepherds.  And yet we see the 

shadow of the cross fall across the scene in the 

poverty of Joseph, Mary and their surroundings, 

the onerous predictions of Simeon, and the 

murderous threats of Herod.  Does this shadow 

falling on the face of the infant cause him to stir 

uneasily?  Or are they our tears as we realize 

how we will disappoint him, betray him, and 

share in the responsibility for his death?   Are 

they our tears as we grasp how he came here 

just to offer each of us the life-giving embrace 

of forgiveness? 
 

Every time we become impatient with the 

weight of the flesh we drag along, God invites 

us to renew our vision of the one who welcomed 

that flesh and made it the very expression of 

divinity.  Not only at Christmas, but every day, 

God invites us to hold Jesus in our arms and 

gaze into his eyes of love, compassion and 

mercy. 
 

Shirley and I pray you will have a Holy Advent 

and a joyous Christmas Season. 
 

In Christ’s love,  
 

Deacon Joe 

 

 

 
 

 

Deadlines 
 

Sunday, December 10
th

  

all 1
st
 Quarter 2018 Schedules 

 

Sunday, December 17
th

  
Christmas Flower Offerings 

Articles/dates for the January 2018 NET 
 

Sunday, December 31
st
 

Final date to receive financial contributions for 

2017.  
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2017 Advent Tree 
December 3 to December 17 

 
This year's youth confirmands will be gathering 

supplies to ship to Puerto Rico to aid hurricane 

relief efforts. Beginning December 3
rd

 the 

Advent tree will be adorned with name tags for 

the various items to be collected. Parishioners 

can chose as many items as they would like to 

contribute, and can drop off their donations at 

the church on December 10th and 17th. There 

will also be collection jars on the tables 

downstairs to help cover shipping costs. Any 

questions please email memengle@gmail.com 
 

Previous recipients:  

   Good Samaritan Shelter: 2009, 2012, 2013  

   Seaman’s Church Institute: 2014 

   The Clinic: 2010, 2015 

   Mom’s House: 2011 

   Code Blue Ministry: 2016 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Altar Flowers 

 
You are invited to share in the joy of 

beautifying our church for the Christmas 

Season. There is NO suggested contribution 

amount. Your offerings can be made as a 

memorial or thank offering, PRINTING all 

names clearly. Please, email your 

memorial/thank offering to the parish office, or 

place it in the weekly offering plate. Sunday, 

December 17
th is the DEADLINE. All names 

will be included in the Christmas bulletins. 

 

 

 
 

Cookie Exchange 

 
Our annual cookie exchange will be held on 

Sunday, December 17 after the 10:00 service. 

All are invited to participate. Bake several 

dozens of your favorite cookies and trade them 

for other delicious cookies. How are they 

exchanged? For example, if you bake three 

dozen cookies, you take home three dozen 

assorted cookies. All are guaranteed to delight 

your families and friends! 

 

 

 
 

Greening of the Church 

 
We will come together on Saturday, December 

23 at 10:00 a.m. for our annual Greening of the 

Church.  It is an annual event and it prepares our 

church and our hearts for the coming of 

Christmas. In ancient Rome, evergreens were an 

emblem of peace, joy, and victory. Early 

Christians placed them in their windows to 

indicate that Christ had entered the home. Holly 

and ivy, along with pine, and fir are called 

evergreens because they never change color. 

They are ever-green, ever-alive, even in the 

midst of winter. Evergreens symbolize the 

unchanging nature of our God, reminds us of the 

everlasting life that is ours through Christ Jesus. 
 

We invite everyone to the church to decorate for 

Christmas Eve. Donations of pine, juniper, 

holly, and other greens are appreciated. Please 

leave them outside by the door of the Lady 

Chapel.  
 

Together, we will prepare our beautiful church to 

celebrate the birth of Christ. All adults and 

children are welcome to join in this annual 

Christmas tradition at Saint Peter’s. 
 

 

mailto:memengle@gmail.com
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Financial Update – October 2017  
from Frank Rothenberger, Accounting Warden 

 
The financial position of St. Peter’s through October 2017 is outlined below. 

 
 Income 

o Total open plate donations through October were $16,700 and pledges were $194,742 
which were below budget by about $10K.   

 This continues to be an issue and we have asked parishioners to carefully consider 
status of pledges and come current. 

o Total operating income was $260,298 after removal of pass-through income of $54,444 
and a one-time donation of $5,000 towards the capital campaign. 

o Total income was $320,288 through October. 
 

 Expense 
o Total operating expenses were $245,812 after removal of pass-through expenses of 

$50,720 and one-time expenses of $51,340 covered by funds in the Capital Campaign 
account and Building Maintenance Savings account. 

o Operating expenses continue to be below budgeted expenses of $250,672 and include 
some long-term building repairs and maintenance expensed in 2017. 

 Operating expenses through August were sufficiently covered by operating income 
with a surplus of $19,486. 

o Total expenses were $347,872. 

 Total expenses were not covered by total income resulting in a 
deficit of ($27,584); however, these expenses included $3,340 for the Capital Campaign and paid 
for with Capital Campaign funds and $48,000 in building repairs that were paid from the Building 
Maintenance Savings account. 

  
Additional detail on income and expenses is available upon request. 
 
Account Balances (as of 10/31/17): 

 Checking: $12,449 

 Savings: $9,067 

 Certificates of Deposit: $42,490 

 Youth Group: $1,137 

 Pantry/Outreach: $20,054 

 Mission: $1,639 

 Building Maintenance: $2,137 

 Concert Series: $3,454 

 Capital Campaign: $35,844 

 Ecumenical Meal Program: $1,213 

 Petty Cash: $200 
o Total Cash: $129,684 

 
Thank you all for your continued and generous support of St. Peter’s and please bring 
pledges current prior to the end of the year. 
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2018 Giving Envelopes 

 

Giving envelopes will be available for pick-up 

on Sunday, December 17
th

. Please DO NOT use 

them until Sunday, January 7, 2018! If you do 

not find a box with your name, contact the 

Parish Office and a box will be prepared for 

you.  

 

 
 

Christmas Services 

 
 

Sunday, December 24 

3:00 p.m.  Children’s Pageant;  

Family Eucharist 

8:00 p.m. Choral Music 

8:30 p.m.  Choral Festival Eucharist 
 

 

 
 

Feasibility Study and Survey 
Honoring | Serving | Enriching 

 
Hopefully you have heard the exciting news that 

we are in the process of a feasibility study to 

determining whether there is sufficient support 

for proposed improvement projects to our 

beloved church building. The improvement 

projects include making our church building 

more accessible and comfortable by adding an 

electric lift and air conditioning to the Smith 

Fellowship Hall, improving other areas of our 

church building to make it more accommodating 

to everyone, making the Prospect Street 

entrance more inviting, and provide for better 

use of our available space. You should have 

received through the mail a letter and vision 

statement emphasizing these goals. 
 

We are asking for your input in the feasibility 

study so that the voices of all parishioners may 

be considered in this process.  You can provide 

your input by completing a brief on-line survey 

that has been prepared with the professional 

guidance from Kirby-Smith. The survey is 

available on-line at the following URL: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RYWGFZ9 (if 

possible, it is preferred that the on-line version 

be completed). In addition, hardcopies of the 

surveys will be made available in the pews 

during services on December 3—the surveys 

can then be completed during service and placed 

in a box in the Narthex. The surveys must be 

completed by December 8 to allow for timely 

completion of the feasibility study. 
 

When we reflect upon what we prioritize and 

what we care for, our love for our church always 

rises as one of the things most dear to our 

hearts.  How we care for our beautiful building 

reflects our determination and ability to care for 

each other and our community.  The results 

from the feasibility study will assist us in 

determining if together we can use our talents to 

raise the funds needed to complete the projects 

to care for each other and for our beloved 

church. 
 

In God’s Love, Mark Hammaker 

 

 
 

St. Peter’s Food Pantry Update 

 
Parishioner donations have been plentiful in 

response to our requests for thanksgiving related 

foods and we were able to offer a full 

thanksgiving style meal to every family 

attending our Thanksgiving pantries this year.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RYWGFZ9
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Our pantries were held Saturday, November 18 

and Monday, November 20 when we distributed 

a full holiday meal including a frozen turkey, or 

Encore frozen meal and all the trimmings to 160 

families. We deeply appreciate your generosity 

which made these distributions possible.  
 

Turkeys were provided courtesy of the Chester 

County Food Bank, and a $500.00 donation of 

coffee and Encore frozen turkey dinners was 

delivered by The Phoenixville Police 

Association to supplement the parish donations.  

Beyond our work at the Pantry, we also 

accepted 15 already-cooked thanksgiving meals, 

complete with a cooked turkey and the all the 

trimmings ready-to-eat from Acme Markets, 

Phoenixville, and delivered them to 

Phoenixville Area Community Services (PACS) 

on Wednesday, November 23. PACS was able 

to call their families in advance to come in to 

pick them up in time for their Thanksgiving 

meal.   
 

A great big THANK YOU to all our 

PARISHIONERS who continue to support the 

pantry with donations of money and food [see 

photo at the beginning of this article], and to all the 

VOLUNTEERS who make those donations 

work for the benefit of people in our 

community.  

 

 
 

Stewardship 

 
Having just celebrated the busy Thanksgiving 

holiday, I saw a very funny quote in honor of 

Mothers which asked – “If evolution really 

works, how come Mothers still only have two 

hands?”  I think truer words were never spoken.  

Looking back on my life with two young, 

growing children, I now ask myself how did I 

ever do all that needed to be done? Even for 

something as simple as school lunches, I 

calculated that I made over 4,000 lunches for 

two boys, for 180 school days, for 13 years!  

But, as Mothers, we all know that there is 

always a resource of love for our children to 

draw from, and we just keep on going.  
 

This generosity that we give to family is an 

offering, and given freely and out of love.  No 

strings attached, no expectations.  What a 

wonderful gift to ourselves it would be if we 

could expand this generosity to apply to our 

extended family, our neighbors, our church, our 

community and beyond.  Mother Teresa was 

also envisioning the power of such a dramatic 

possible transition when she said “we have 

forgotten that we belong to each other.”  I think 

St. Peters Church, its many missions, and its 

stewardship is doing much to help us remember 

that we really do belong to each other.    
 

Diane Hope , Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

What is a Vestry? 

There are nine (9) members on St. Peter’s 

Vestry, serving a three (3) year term, with the 

option of running for reelection for a second 

term.  Each year at the annual meeting in 

February, at least three (3) parishioners are 

nominated to fill the vacancy of the retiring 

members. If a vestry member does not complete 

their 3-year term, the balance of that term will 

also be filled at the time of the annual meeting. 
 

Parishioners who are interested in being 

nominated should be confirmed Episcopalians, 

members of St. Peter’s and speak to Father 

Koshy or one of the wardens. 
 

The Vestry meets with Father Koshy the 

4
th

 Thursday of each month for two (2) hours to 

conduct the business of the parish.  We open our 

meeting with check-in, prayer, and approval of 

previous meeting minutes.  The meeting 

continues with Rector’s report and discussion on 

a variety of agenda topics.  We work hard 

together, have fun together and are there to 

represent the congregation. 
 

Each vestry member serves as a liaison to one of 

the ministry committees.  Serving on the vestry 
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is a way to share your time and talent and 

become involved in support of the mission and 

vision of St. Peter’s Church. 
 

All parishioners are welcome to attend vestry 

meetings. Please know you are welcome to join 

us and see how we work together with Father 

Koshy for the parish.  If you would like further 

information on what it means to be a vestry 

member, please speak to any of the current 

members or Father Koshy. 

 

 

 
 

 

Stewardship Moment, October 29, 2017 
by Jeremy Wenger 

 

When asked for a copy of the brief presentation 

he made to St. Peter’s congregation on October 

29, Jeremy submitted a piece of paper with 

several lines of penciled comments but no 

written speech.  Below is a summary of his 

notes. 
 

Hello, my name is Jeremy Wenger and I am a 

student at Renaissance Academy here in 

Phoenixville.  I thought you might be interested 

to know that in my school we abide by and try 

to practice a number of “core values” which are 

the following:  Wisdom, Justice, Courage, 

Compassion, Hope, Respect and Responsibility. 

 These values differ from the “rules” we need to 

follow each day to be good students such as 

listen to the teachers, get good grades, and don’t 

yell in the middle of a class. 
 

I think three of our values might work well in 

talking about Stewardship here at St. Peter’s 

Church. The first value is Responsibility which 

has to do with taking the moral high path not 

only in school, at work, or in sports but also in 

all our interactions with others and in taking on 

part of the job at whatever we are doing.  The 

next value I think is important is Hope which is 

our human desire for a better future in our 

country, our world and especially in our church 

where our goal is a continuation of a strong and 

generous church.  The final value of importance 

is compassion which is a love and concern for 

friends, family, church, and those in the 

community.   
 

When making a decision about a pledge, we 

should remember our responsibility to others, 

especially in the community; our hope for a 

better tomorrow; and our compassion for all 

those people we know well or do not know. 
 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

December Birthdays  

 
 

[1] John Kostenly 

[2] Sophie Prell 

[3] William De Prado 

[5] Brooks Hobbs 

[6] Sarah Hammaker 

[10] Don Hans 

[11] David Schaefer 

[12] Karen Mitten 

[15] Bryn Hamilton 

[16] Margaret Hobbs 

[22] Ethan Smith, Georgette Griffith 

       Richard Greene 

[23] Charlotte Rothenberger 

[25] Anne Holbrook 

[26] Christopher Hope, Greg Perles 

[27] Tripp Wilson 

[28] Natalie Famous 

[29] Marty Bloem 

[31] Kunal Hivale 
 
 

December Anniversary 

 
[11] Colin and Anne Holbrook 
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December 

Worship Service Participants 
 

 

Greeters - 8:00 am 

3 Glenn Murray 

10 Lisa Scott 

17  James Dallas 

24  Joan Grunwell 

31  Glenn Murray 

 

 

Lectors - 8:00 am 

3 Alexis Wilson lector 

Ron Gaugler chalicist 

10 Anne Holbrook lector 

17  Lisa Scott lector 

24  Ron Gaugler lector 

31  Anne Holbrook lector 

 

 

Greeters – 10:00 am 

3   Anne Andrews, Lady Rennie  

10   Mike Logar, Vernet Spence-Brown 

17  Rosemarie and Michael O’Rourke 

24 3:00 Judi Hans, Kim Thornton 

     8:30 Anne Atlee, Pat Howse 

31  Marva Young 

 

 

Acolytes 

3 Michael Logar 

Collin Parker, Emma Martz 

10   Vernet Spence-Brown 

Mali Warren, Isaac Nagy 

17  James Hammaker 

Katie Parker, Colin Parker  

24 3:00 Ryan Sutter 

Isaac Nagy, M.J. Kirnan 

     8:30 Vernet Spence-Brown 

Emma Martz, Julia Sharpe 

31  Vernet Spence-Brown 

 Phoebe Foerster, Trey Foerster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectors – 10:00 am 

3  Family Service: Lectors to be announced 

Ron Druckenmiller chalicist 

Peter Druckenmiller chalicist 

10   Advent Lessons and Carols 

Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist 

Carol Russell chalicist 

17  Marty Bloem, Sarah Ohanesian 

Curt Quaintance intercessor 

Richard Greene chalicist 

Joyce Paster chalicist 

24 3:00  Children’s Pageant 

 David Brennfleck intercessor 

Vincent Giancaterino chalicist 

Vernet Spence-Brown chalicist 

     8:30 Carol Russell, Asha George-Guiser 

 Georgette Druckenmiller intercessor 

Ron Druckenmiller chalicist 

Richard Greene chalicist 

31  Retta Sparano, Joyce Paster 

Ron Druckenmiller intercessor 

Carol Russell chalicist 

Joyce Paster chalicist 

 

Ushers 

3 Clem Young, Sam Smith 

10   Mark Hammaker, Robert Parker 

17  Curt Quaintance, Carl Rennie 

24 3:00 Participants to be announced 

      8:30 Participants to be announced 

31  John Andrews, Jim Tackett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


