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ECHOES UNITED CHURCH  

May 2022 OF CHRIST 

 GREENAWALDS 
 

 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

What does it mean to be the church? Our UCC poster reminds us that to be the church we 
need to: “Protect the Environment, Care for the Poor, Forgive Often, Reject Racism, Fight for 
the Powerless, Share Earthly and Spiritual Resources, Embrace Diversity, Love God and 
Enjoy This Life.” That’s a tall order for every one of us. 

Recently the four Conference Ministers from Pennsylvania offered pastors an opportunity to 
complete a survey about themselves and their view of their congregations. About 57 of our 
PNEC active pastors completed the survey. Many of the responses were not surprising to 
me, but one I want to share with you this week is the response to the question, “As a local 
pastor, how would you rank your congregation's current priorities?” Responses varied from 
very important, somewhat important, not important, or does not apply. Here, in order of very 
important, are the priorities as shared: 

·      Balancing the Budget – 36 very important, 17 somewhat important 

·      Addressing Building Issues – 28 very important, 24 somewhat important 

·      Maintaining Membership – 28 very important, 24 somewhat important 

·      Serving Community Needs – 21 very important, 26 somewhat important 

·      Responding to the Pandemic – 17 very important, 24 somewhat important 

·      Locating Pastoral Leadership – 16 very important, 11 somewhat important 

·      Clarifying Mission & Purpose – 15 very important, 27 somewhat important 

·      Developing Lay Leadership – 14 very important, 25 somewhat important 

·      Developing Technological Capacity – 13 very important, 28 somewhat important 

·      Practicing Effective Evangelism – 9 very important, 22 somewhat important 

·      Learning about Social Issues – 8 very important, 25 somewhat important 

What do these responses say to you? As I reflect on the responses, I find myself wondering 
how the vitality and growth of the church might change if we pushed Evangelism, Serving 
Community Needs, and Clarifying our Mission and Purpose were moved up the list and 
moved our more inner-focused priorities down the list. What might happen if we stopped 
worrying about the budget and the building and move in faith to serve the community and 
encourage new people to encounter God in our midst? 
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Young people tell us, in research, that one of the reasons they don’t like the church is 
because we are always focused on money rather than mission. Might that attitude change if 
we focus on mission activities and outreach? Maybe the funding would come. What might 
happen if we let go of our buildings, many of which are empty most of the week, and nest in 
or share buildings or turn buildings into centers for community resourcing? 

I bring these questions to you – not because I claim to have the answers, but because I recall 
that Jesus sent the Disciples out with nothing, to invite people into relationship with God and 
with Him. They had no buildings, no money, no extra clothing, and they worked to grow the 
church that still exists today. 

Let’s have these conversations as we contemplate where God is calling us. Let’s pray about 
serving our neighbors. Let’s reflect on what it means to “Be the Church.” 

Blessings, 

     Bonnie Bates 
     PNEC, Conference Minister 

 

 

Discovery Project Update 

“When you surrender your plans and dreams to God so that he can give you his plans 
and dreams for your life, you need to be prepared to walk through a door when he 
opens it.  So choose to get ready today.”                      ~ Rick Warren 
 

The Discovery Project Work Groups held several meetings in April. 

The Pastor Search Work Group 

The Pastor Work Group had several meetings with a pastor currently serving a local 
congregation half time. This Work Group is anticipating a final meeting before making a 
formal recommendation to the Leadership Circle. A pastor sharing model would involve 
several members of both congregations and the pastor meeting to discuss timing and 
logistics of this arrangement. 

The Land and Building Work Group and the Non-Profit Group 

These work groups met with Family Promise representatives to discuss their intended use of 
the building and what might need to be done in anticipation of Family Promise renting some 
part of the facility. 

Both work groups and Family Promise representatives met with South Whitehall Zoning 
Officer and Planning Commissioners to explore necessary requirements for a rent/lease 
arrangement. 
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The Land and Building group also reviewed with the township options for dividing and selling 
some of the church property.  

Further meetings with the work groups and Family Promise are planned to continue exploring 
this relationship. 

The meetings and discussions continue. 

 Please continue praying for these work groups and our congregation. 

“God can do anything, you know – far more than you could ever imagine or guess or 
request in your wildest dreams!  He does it not by pushing us around but by working 
within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.”     Ephesians 3:20 (The Message) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATION *** 

Will be held via Zoom (only) on SUNDAY, MAY 22, at 7:00 PM 

to discuss information from the work groups. 

Please mark your calendar to join this important discussion! 

 

Sunday Worship … 10:30 A.M. – In-person and via Zoom 

 Masks are optional for all parts of service. 
 

 We have resumed using the pew Bibles and hymnals. 
 

 Hospitality counter will be open at 10:00 a.m. (if there is someone  
     available to host – make coffee and put out light snacks). 



4 
 

Sermon by Phone 

 
Sermon by Phone is another worship option.  Try it!  It’s so easy!  Three steps to follow from any 
phone, any day, any time.  
 

1. Pick up your telephone 
2. Dial the number: 610-258-2927                                                                                               
3. The recorded service begins immediately 

 
The number is local with no long-distance charges.  Note, however, that each Sunday’s service is 
available only until the following Sunday when the newest worship service is made available. 

 
            
            
 

  
   

  LaRue Eckroth – at home Doris Shaver – Phoebe Home 
        Robert & Dorothy Foulds – at home Naomi Thomas – at home 
     Eleanor Limpar – at home Geri Yarnall – at home 
       Mae Moyer – at home            
 
 

 
 
 
 

Drena & Kerry Merkel and family on the passing of Kerry’s uncle, Darrell Merkel, on April 2, and 
Drena’s father, Jim Ferguson, on April 11. 

 
Family and friends of Mary Christman, who passed away on April 12.   

Mary was the widow of Dale Christman. 

 
 
Our Little Free Pantry continues to be a blessing to our food-insecure 

neighbors.  We are currently in need of canned chicken, peanut butter and 
jelly, and cereal.  If you are able to donate any of these items, you may place 
them inside the Christian Ed entrance; or, if delivering M-Th between 
9:00 am-noon, you may leave them outside the Christian Ed entrance.  
Please mark the items for the Little Free Pantry.  Thank you. 

 
“A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.”    
Proverbs 22:9 
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The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across 

the United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC.  By your generosity to this offering, 
you build up the Body of Christ. 

The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local 
congregations. Your support of this offering will help the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just 
world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local 
communities.  

As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new 
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop the spiritual life in our youth and 
young adults.  

STC envelopes will be provided in worship bulletins for the next few weeks.  The last day to donate is 
Sunday, May 31, 2022. 

 

NURSERY SCHOOL 
Our May fundraiser is Thomson’s hoagies!  Order/payment deadline is May 12.  Each hoagie is 
$5.50.  Hoagies will be available for pick up on Thursday, May 19, from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon at the 
Christian Ed entrance.  Order forms are available in the narthex on Sunday morning or you may 
contact Sheri Stephens.   
 

Thank you for your support of our April fundraiser, honey from Funny Farm Apiaries, as well as our 
used clothing drive which resulted in the Nursery School receiving $660.15 (we collected 4,401#!).   
 

We have begun another Used Clothing Drive – if you have clothing, shoes, linens, towels, etc. to 
donate, please put them in large plastic garbage bags and bring the items to church any time. Please 
place them in the old youth room on the second floor of the Christian Ed wing or put them on the 
floor (along the wall) in the Christian Ed entrance.+ 
 

REMINDER … Do not enter the Nursery School area for any reason while the school is in operation 
(Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am-12:00 pm).  During this time, should you be in the building for any 
reason and find yourself in need of bathroom facilities, please use the one in the narthex. 
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from the family of Mary Christman (widow of 
Dale Christman) … our mother received a lot of cards and notes 

from your congregation over the years.  She and Dale loved the 
people and the time they spent at UCCG.  Please know she loved 
getting your mail.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

from Pastor Judy Brandon … Thank you, one and all. What a joy and an honor to spend one final 
time of celebration with you this past Sunday. I am overcome by your generosity and good wishes for 
my retirement even as we said our bittersweet goodbyes. Your gifts of presence and good wishes 
warm my heart and provide many fond memories.  
 

I was delighted with the gift of all your smiling faces captured in a puzzle. It will afford me hours of 
delight as I work to complete it once I arrive in NH with a cup of tea beside me. I will find a special 
spot to display the framed story that accompanies the puzzle along with Jayne’s gorgeous wreath. 
Yes, truly we have shared bits of our hearts and that will see us through this time of parting.  
 

Your generous monetary gift has been tucked away for a splurge of travel once I get settled and have 
a destination in mind. I’m hoping to think of someplace special where I might otherwise have spent a 
sabbatical. Several options come to mind and I will remember you and our ministry together when 
that time comes.  
 

Finally, I want to share once more some words of encouragement. We have learned and grown in so 
many ways over the course of our shared ministry. I am confident that relying on God’s grace UCC 
Greenawalds has many opportunities for being the hands and feet of Christ in this community.  
 

Love and Peace to you all, 
Pastor Judy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As of May 1, there are four families in the Family Promise of Lehigh Valley program. 
 
UCCG’s next scheduled hosting week is July 3-9, 2022.   We are hoping to be able to  host in-person! 
 
If you are able to assist with set-up on Saturday, July 2; or make an evening meal during the week; or 
spend time with the families during/after the evening meal; sleep overnight during the week; or 
assist with tear-down on Sunday, July 10, please contact Karen Griffith, 610.703.6826. 
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this important part of our mission.  “Many hands make 

light work!” 
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FREE PRINTER CARTRIDGES! 

If you have an Epson printer and can use Epson 802 XL (B/W) and 802 (3 Colors) cartridges, contact 

Sue Roth, 610.554.2781. 

 
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 

 
Our Leadership Circle continues to meet monthly via Zoom.  Here are some 
highlights from our April 14, 2022 meeting: 
 

 Devotions were offered by Bonnie Marmon.  She read from the UCC stillspeaking Daily 
Devotional, entitled “Jesus, Take the Wheel,” by John Edgerton. 

 We reviewed and accepted the minutes from our March 10 Leadership Circle meeting. 

 We reviewed and accepted the Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports. 

 Reports were received from the Property team, Music & Worship, and the Mission 
team.  All is well. 

 The Pastor’s Report was submitted and reviewed.  Pastor Judy’s last Sunday with us 
will be May 1, 2022.  She will be moving to Durham, New Hampshire in late-May. 

 Our next Leadership Circle meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 12 at 4:00 pm via 
Zoom. 

 
Echoes, Bulletin or Clip-Art Flower Sponsorships for 2022  
We are seeking sponsors for the weekly bulletins and flower clip art in our bulletins for the year 2022. 
The cost for sponsoring weekly bulletins is $10 and the flower clip art is also $10.  The Echoes are fully 
sponsored during 2022.  Your sponsorship helps pay the cost of postage for mailing the bulletins and 
Echoes for those who don’t have email or can’t make it to worship in the sanctuary. Please contact 
Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to pick your date(s). The sign-up sheet will NOT be posted in the narthex 
this year. 
 

 
Our Gifts and Offerings  
During this time of uncertainty and separation, we gather to worship every Sunday morning in-person 
and on Zoom, remembering our connection to one another across time and space. We are grateful 
for your support of the church with your online contributions and offerings mailed to the church 
office. These offerings allow our ministry and mission to continue in this time when we must be 
physically distant.  We assure you that the mailbox is a locked receptacle and that someone is in the 
office every week to receive and open the mail and take the offerings to the bank.  Please feel free to 
drop your envelopes into the mailbox during the week or mail your offering to the church office.  You 
may also make secure contributions online using the following link Make A Gift.   
 
 
 
 

https://uccgreenawalds.org/make-a-gift/
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                                MAY 2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  In-person and 

      Zoom Worship 
       
 10:30 am Worship 
   (communion) 
 
  

2 
 

  

   

 

 7:00-8:30pm 

 Boy Scouts 

3 
 

 

 

  

 7:00 pm – Cub 

 Scouts Com Mtg 

4 
 
  
  
 
 

5 
 

 9:15-10:15 am – 
Nursery School 
Mommy & Me Tea 
Party 

 

 

  

6 
 

 

 

   

 

7 
  

 

 

6:00 pm Cub 
Scout Pack 
Meeting (F.H.) 

8  In-person and 

      Zoom Worship 
       
 10:30 am Worship 
    

9 
   
  

 

 

  

7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

10 
 

 

 

 

  

 7:00 pm – Cub 

 Scouts Com. Mtg  

11 
 

  
 

   

 

12 
  Last day to order 

 Thomson’s hoagies 

  from Nursery 

  School! 

 
  4:00 pm – Zoom 
  Leadership 
  Circle Meeting 

13 
  
 
 
 
 

14 
  
 
 
 
 
 

15 In-person and 

       Zoom Worship 
          
 10:30 am Worship 
 
  

16 
  

 8:30a-7:00 pm Piano 
Guild – Narthex and 
Sanctuary 

 

  

7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

17 
 

8:30a-7:00 pm 
Piano Guild – 
Narthex and 
Sanctuary 

 

  6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

18 
 

8:30a-7:00 pm 
Piano Guild – 
Narthex and 
Sanctuary 

 

  
   

 

19 
  

8:30a-7:00 pm 
Piano Guild – 
Narthex and 
Sanctuary 

 

 9 am-12 noon 

 Nursery School 
 hoagie pick-up 

20 
 

8:30a-7:00 pm 
Piano Guild – 
Narthex and 
Sanctuary 

 

 

 

  

21 
  

2:00-6:00 pm 
(Sanctuary) Piano 
Guild Recital 

22 In-person and 

       Zoom Worship 
          
 10:30 am Worship 

   
  7:00 pm - 

 Congregational 
 Conversation - 
 ZOOM only 
   

23 
 

  

  

 

  

 7:00-8:30 pm 

 Boy Scouts 

24 
 

   

  

 

 

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts 

25 
 

 

  
 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
9:00 am to 12 noon 
Nursery School 
Closing Program @ 
Covered Bridge 
Park 

27 
 

28 
 

 

29 In-person and 
     Zoom Worship 
        
 10:30 am Worship 
 

30 
 

 

  

31 
9:00-12:00 noon 

Nursery School 
Camporee 

  

 

 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Cub Scouts  

  

    

 

“Rivers do not drink their own water; trees do not eat their own fruit; the sun does not shine on itself 

and flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves.  Living for others is a rule of nature.  We are 

all born to help each other.  No matter how difficult it is … Life is good when you are happy; but much 

better when others are happy because of you.”       ~ Pope Francis 
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OUR STAFF       
 

Church Office/Main Phone      610-435-1763 
Susan Borger, Church Secretary    484-695-7954 cell 
Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian    484-524-2070 

             Nursery School      610-435-5467 
                         churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org                  FAX 610-435-0988         
 

 
.                            

 
                    Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.) 
 

Hospital Code   #439 
 

ECHOES is a monthly publication of United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit 

information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at 
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sandy Lakatosh at sjlakatosh@rcn.com. 

 

 

The May 2022 edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Kerry & Drena Merkel in loving memory of Drena’s father, 
 Jim Ferguson, and Kerry’s uncle, Darrell Merkel. 

 
Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot 
attend church regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the 
news, our mission and upcoming activities through this newsletter. 

 
Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members. 
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication 
information. 
 
                                                 Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 

mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:sjlakatosh@rcn.com

