
O U R  2 0 1 9  I M P A C TLaunched in August 2019, our Bridge Housing 
Program provides critical overnight housing to 
single, unaccompanied women who are in the 

process of securing permanent housing. Rather than 
just providing night-to-night shelter, the program works 
to quickly get women off the streets and keep them 
housed, in order to end homelessness for good. 

Every night, staff and volunteers convert our Day 
Center into an area where 25 women can comfortably 
eat dinner, relax, and sleep indoors. The women are 
able to participate in a variety of enrichment activities, 
including meditation and exercise groups. One extra cot 
is always made available for emergency cases, while the 
other cots are reserved for the same 25 women each 
night. 

Every woman in the Bridge Housing Program is paired 
with a Housing Case Manager with whom she meets 
regularly. Once someone secures permanent housing 
and moves out, another woman is able to take her spot.

Bridge
Housing
Program

62 women
served

24 crisis beds
provided

1,623 showers
provided

169 activities 
coordinated

www.DowntownWomensCenter.org



The Bridge Housing Program allowed DWC to start providing additional shelter to many 
unsheltered Day Center participants, several of whom had been sleeping on the sidewalk in 
front of DWC. Through its Bridge Housing Program, DWC is able to expand the services offered 

to Day Center participants, by providing the safety and stability of a place to sleep at night. Beyond 
immediate shelter and assistance with procuring permanent housing, Bridge Housing participants are 
also connected with mental health and medical services, and are provided access to basic supplies 
like clothing and hygiene. In April 2020, Los Angeles City Council approved additional funding for 
DWC’s Bridge Housing Program through June 2021. 

P R O G R A M  B A C K G R O U N D

S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

They never did. I spent three days at the bus 
stop. Then [someone] told me about a shelter, 
they put me on the ground with an air mattress 
with about 100 people on the ground. When I 
went upstairs it was 200 women in a dorm. So I 
was glad when the Downtown Women’s Center 
came along. It’s changed my life great. I was 
very impressed with the night staff in the Bridge 
program. They are the most patient people I’ve 
ever met. And they go out of their way to get 
you things ... it doesn’t make you feel in any way 
humiliated. They treat you with respect. And 
you have a Workforce Development Program 
where you’re taught how to write a resume, how 

to take an interview, and they have recruiters 
come in on the spot hiring. So the Downtown 
Women’s Center is a great benefit to me. It’s 
taught me how to job search, and [write a] 
resume. And believe me, it’s changed my life so 
greatly. 

I’m off the street, I’m not in a shelter, not in a 
tent. And I get housing. I’m trying to do ticketing 
at the airport, and the information technology 
will come in handy. It’s the most important part 
of the job. So that’s my future.” 

— MARJORIE, A BRIDGE HOUSING 
PROGRAM PARTICIPANT

“Here I was, someone invited me 
for a job, to come to LA, they’ll 
pick me up.

#EveryWomanHoused
(213) 680-0600
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