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Cape Hope’s first Art Showcase

raised nearly $2,000 for Cape

Hope efforts to combat

homelessness in Cape May

County. A cooperative effort

with the Christ Child Society.

Shown left to right are: from the

Christ Child Society, volunteer

Kathy Huntsinger, President

Marge Oxley, Past- president

Marilyn Kobik,; and from Cape

Hope, board member and Art

Showcase coordinator Dani

Barnsby, Cape Hope

President/CEO Denise

Venturini-South, and volunteer

Rae Hunt.

Cape Hope Newsletter
Ending Homelessness One Person at a Time

First ever event a cooperation with the Christ Child Society

Spring Art Showcase 

Cape Hope’s first ever Art Showcase, held May 1 outside the Cape Hope
office, was enough to encourage it to continue as an annual event. 
Working in cooperation with the Christ Child Society and a bevy of
volunteers, Cape Hope board member and Bylaws Committee chair Dani
Barnsy organized and orchestrated the first Art Showcase. At least a dozen
volunteers helped tag and display over 300 pieces of art, plus pottery and
jewelry. Cape Hope plans to make the Art Showcase its signature event. 



Operation 1923
Operation 1923 graduated a client during the
winter. She remains housed and her baby is
with her. The program continues to be an
opportunity to network with other agencies
such as the South Jersey Women’s Center in
Galloway and the Hope Pregnancy Center in
Fishing Creek. 

Check presented from Avalon Lions
Cape Hope board chair Christopher South accepted a $2,000
check from Avalon Lions Club president Jim McDermott Jr.
The funds are used for general support of those experiencing
homelessness in Cape May County, which lacks affordable
housing and sheltering opportunities.   

Feeding our neighbors
Cape Hope is now a member of the Harvest Food Program
and is receiving food from Wawa and Chipotle. This is
another opportunity to partner with other agencies; adding to
those such as Family Promise, The Lighthouse Church,
Sword of Fire Christian Church, and the Branches, which all
received food donations from Cape Hope. We have also
become a member of the Vineland Food Bank through the
Southern New Jersey Rural Development Program. 
Cape Hope has received two chest freezers and a full size
refrigerator to aid in the food distribution process. 

Planting a strategy
Cape Hope is always seeking ways to “professionalize” the
all-volunteer organization. Joining the Citygate Network has
gone a long way toward helping Cape Hope refine and define
its mission and how it will be accomplished. This spring, the
Cape Hope Board of Directors saw the need for a Strategic
Plan Committee, under which it will create a capital
campaign for acquiring a facility of its own, from which Cape
Hope will operate. Board chair Christopher South, who is
chairing the new committee, has welcomed new board
member and vice-chair Lori Hamilton on board. Lori has vast
experience working with nonprofits and is planning to further
the ministry of Cape Hope and the vision for a Cape Hope
Community Care Center. Lori is the owner and operator of
Hamilton Virtual Business Solutions, an online provider of
contracted virtual business management services, support and
coaching to entrepreneurs and small businesses. In addition to
working with for-profit businesses, Lori has worked with
non-profits, including working in Development/Fundraising,
Board Development, Operations, Organizational
Development, Facilities Design and Human Resources. 
Lori will be assisting with the development of a capital
campaign aimed at acquiring real property in order to house
the services Cape May currently provides out of its office at
1304 Rt. 47, Unit L, in Rio Grande. 

Employment/internship
Cape Hope established a working relationship with Willow
Creek Winery and our clients in the Set Free Program and
Operation 1923. This program is designed to provide
employment opportunities, which are credited to the housing
expenses paid through Operation 1923 and Set Free. Cape
Hope had one client from the Set Free Program begin the
employment internship, which is to run for six weeks. 
Willow Creek Winery owner Barbara Wilde said she was
thrilled to do this.
 
Educational opportunities
Atlantic Cape Community College offers a variety of
certificate programs which can be made available to our
clients. 



Members of Cape Hope attended a dedication ceremony for a
"Homeless Jesus" statue placed outside the United Methodist
Church in North Wildwood. The statue, which depicts a
person sleeping on a bench, covered with a blanket, with only
his feet showing — the feet bearing the marks of nails. The
church will accept donations from visitors to the statue, and
distribute the money to organizations that help the homeless
in Cape May County. Pictured at left in the photo are Kate
Aaronson, pastor of the North Wildwood UMC and North
Wildwood Mayor Patrick Rosenello.   

Cape Hope 'Live'

Homeless Jesus statue

Hosted by board member Alexander Bland, Cape Hope Live
is a video program taking place on Facebook on the fourth
Thursday of every month. The purpose is to educate the
public and introduce the board of Cape Hope and others to
the community. Board members Christopher South and
Barbara Allison have already participated in the program.    
 

Vaccines
In late April, together with the CMC Health Department were
able to direct people experiencing Homelessness to get
vaccines. 

In memoriam

President/CEO Denise South wishes to extend
her deepest sympathies on the passing of Cape
Hope friend Lorey Bivens. “She will be greatly
missed,” Denise said. “She was a solid supporter
of Cape Hope and many other nonprofits. She
was committed to making this a better
community.”

How to give
You can help Cape Hope address homelessness with your
donations or your time.
Go to www.capehopecares.org and locate the PayPal button.
Send a check to Cape Hope, P.O. Box 1061, North Cape
May, NJ 08204.
Visit our office at: 1304 Route 47, Unit L, Rio Grande, NJ
08242.
Call Cape Hope at 609-997-1794.
Cape Hope is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit
corporation. All donations are tax deductible.

New office hours
New Office Hours: Cape Hope expanded its office hours to
add longer Thursday hours. Office hours are now: Tuesday,
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
Saturday, 2 to 6 p.m. The addition of new volunteers made
this possible. 


