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About the Author

James Alfred Wight (3 October 1916 
– 23 February 1995), known by the 
pen name James Herriot, was a 
British veterinary surgeon and writer, 
who used his many years of 
experiences as a veterinary surgeon to 
write a series of books each 
consisting of stories about animals 
and their owners. He is best known for 
these semi-autobiographical works, 
beginning with If Only They Could Talk 
in 1970, which spawned a series of 
movies and television series.

                                       Lesson-1
               A Triumph of Surgery
                               BY-James Alfred Wight
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                  LESSON-1
      A Triumph  of Surgery 

           Introduction
James Herriot is the author of 'A Triumph of 
Surgery'. He writes mainly about pets and their 
care. In this story, he tells us about Tricki, a pet 
dog of Mrs. Pumpered who is extraordinarily rich. 
She loves her dog very much. But she thinks that 
the only way to satisfy Tricki was to overfeed him 
with the choicest delicacies. Overeating and lack 
of exercise made pet hugely fat. The narrator 
convinces her that Tricki need surgery and had to 
be kept in his place for observation. Mrs. 
Pumphrey is really worried about the welfare of 
Tricki. So he had been sending eggs, delicacies 
and wine forTricki when he was recovering at 
Herriot's place. With Herriot's efforts Tricki is 
transformed into an active and hard-muscled dog. 
Mrs. Pumphrey thanked Mr. Herriot for the 
triumph of surgery.
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KEY POINTS

● Tricki was a small dog and was excessively loved by his mistress, Mrs. Pumphrey.

● He was greedy & loved food, but no exercise.

● As a result he became fat & Mrs. Pumphrey believed that he became lazy because he suffered from malnutrition.

● Mrs. Pumphrey was a wealthy woman. She loved her dog too much.

● She gave him some little extras between meals to build him up, malt, cod-liver oil and a bowl of Horlicks at night.

● She gave him lot to eat but no exercise.

● Once he became ill & she was worried & made a frantic call to Herriot who was a vet.

● James already had given suggestions regarding Tricki’s balanced diet. But she never followed it.

● He was a vet. He was shocked to see Tricki hugely fat, like a bloated sausage with a leg at each corner.

● He advised her to cut down on the sweet things.

● He expected call to come within a few days & it happened. He was called by Mrs. Pumphrey as Tricki refused to 

eat. 

● He told her that Tricki needed immediate hospitalization for keeping under observation at his surgery for a 

fortnight.

● There he gave him no food no medicine but plenty of water.

● Gradually he mixed with other dogs & started playing with them.

He had a lot of exercises & fun at the surgery.

● He was completely recovered & transformed into a hard muscled dog.

● James Herriot treated the dog without medicine or surgery.

● She was happy & filled with gratitude.

● She thanked Herriot & said it was a triumph of surgery.
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                                            Summary
The doctor was really worried about Tricki this time. When he came, he saw Tricki 
with his mistress. He had become hugely fat. His eyes were bloodshot and his 
tongue lolled from his jaws. Mrs. Pumphrey explained that she felt as if Tricki was 
suffering from malnutrition.

Thus he was being fed on cod liver oil and a bowl of Horlicks. The doctor advised to 
cut down on sweet things. Mrs. Pumphrey followed a bit of advice but served cream 
cakes and chocolates to Tricki.

The only fault of Tricki was greed. He had never been known to refuse food. He 
would tackle a meal at any hour of the day. Little walks were given to Tricki. Mrs. 
Pumphrey was advised to harden her heart and keep him on a very strict diet. She 
agreed to follow his advice but at the same time committed that it was very difficult. 
She determined to put a prescribed course of diet into practice immediately.

The doctor was concerned about its progress. Tricki had all range of wardrobe of 
coats for the cold weather and a raincoat for the wet days. In a few days, Mrs. 
Pumphrey was taken aback. Tricki would eat nothing. He even refused to touch 
favourite dishes and he had bouts of vomiting. He spent all time lying on a rug. The 
doctor had planned to take Tricki out of the house for a period. He suggested to 
keep Tricki under observation. The poor lady was shocked and could not imagine 
the situation of Tricki without her.

The doctor was very firm. He knew that the best way to save Tricki was to carry him 
to the car. The entire staff was roused and maids rushed in and out bringing his 
belongings like night bed, cushions, toys, breakfast bowl and supper bowl. The 
doctor was surprised to see that everybody was in tears.
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On the way the doctor glanced at the little animal. He felt pity for him, but Tricki 
couldn't kick due to weight. Mr. Herriot had a satisfaction that at least there was a 
cure for him.

During the surgery, household dogs gathered around him. Tricki looked down at 
the noisy pack. He was motionless on the carpet. The other dogs, after sniffing 
around him for a few seconds, took him to be an uninteresting object and ignored 
him.

The doctor took a personal interest in him. He made up a bed for him in a warm 
loose box next to where the other dogs slept. Mr. Herriot kept on giving him no 
food but plenty of water. At the end of the second day, he began to show some 
interest.

When doctor opened the door, Tricki trotted out and was followed by Joe, the 
Greyhound and his friends. Tricki followed rolling slightly with surplus fat. Tricki 
did not enjoy the food for the first day. It could please itself only when an extra 
bowl was put out for him, he was blessed to enjoy it.

Tricki's progress was rapid. He had no medicinal treatment of any kind and ran 
about with other dogs. Tricki discovered the joys of being bowled over. Tricki now 
became an accepted member of the gang. He now fought like a tiger for his 
share and was hunting rats in the old henhouse at night.
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Mrs. Pumphrey was very anxious about the background. She rang a 
dozen times to get the latest information about the well being of Tricki. 
She started to bring round fresh eggs, two dozens at a time, to build up 
Tricki's strength.

When wine was brought, the whole situation became real. Wine was to 
enrich Tricki's blood. But instead of giving these to Tricki, Mr. Herriot and 
others used to consume it at his place. That is why Mr. Herriot was 
tempted to keep Tricki as a permanent guest. Mrs. Pumphrey was 
suffering and felt compelled to phone and tell that the little dog had 
recovered and was awaiting collection.

Mrs. Pumphrey came to meet the doctor and wanted to enquire if he 
was really better. The doctor promised that he was better, and he would 
go and fetch him. The dog with its ears flapping, tail waving, was the 
little golden figure of Tricki. He had been transformed into a little, 
hard-muscled animal. 

The doctor carried him back along to the passage to the front of the 
house. When Tricki saw his mistress he took off from doctor's arms and 
sailed into Mrs. Pumphrey's lap.

The doctor helped the chauffeur to bring the beds, toys, cushions, coat 
and bowls. Mrs. Pumphrey turned emotional and thanked Mr. Herriot for 
the triumph of surgery.
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    The End                
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