
Staying in Touch
Twice a year, The Friends of Carmel Valley Library sends out this paper newsletter to be sure that 

we keep in touch with you.  In the last 2 years, we have established an internet presence to send 
more frequent updates to our subscribers.  We don’t want to inundate your computer with mail, 
so we only send an average of 2 emails a month. These have kept the library patrons informed of 
vital news like the recent library closures, upcoming programs and events, library and community 
news and book reviews.  If you are not receiving these updates on your computer and would like to 
do so, please visit our website at www.FOCVL.org/contact/. There is a form at the top to send in 
suggestions and in the bottom right corner, there is a box to add your email address to our subscriber 
list.  We welcome all ideas to improve our library and our Friends organization and we hope you 
will sign up to receive our emails.

During the month of 
April, our library under-
went some much needed 
refurbishment. Visit now 
and you’ll see freshly 
painted walls, brand new 
carpeting, and upgrades 
to some well-worn aspects 
of the building. The Buck-
eye still retains its charm 
and eclectic character, but 
is now cleaner, safer, and 
cooler on hot summer days 
(thanks to air conditioning!)

Many thanks to the 
building’s new owners, the local and 
county library staff, and all of those trades 
people who worked diligently to renovate 
this special place. Stop in to take a look for 
yourself!

First Saturdays
First Saturday Program Series is hosted 

by The Friends of Carmel Valley Library. 
Programs take place every month from 
September through June from 10:15 am to 
approximately 11:30 am.  The word is out 
and the attendance is high, but so 

far we have found room for all.  Board 
member and a founding Friend Susan Mc-
Donald organizes these presentations and 
has done an extraordinary job of lining up 
speakers.  The topics have included local 
history (Jo Mora, Ed Ricketts, the Boronda 
Family) nature (acorn woodpeckers, oak 
forest health, Carmel River steelhead), 
music (Girl Scout chorus, Ukelele Club),  
personal growth (art, writing, living ), and 
more…as far flung as Mars exploration. 

Our June 4th presentation will feature 
the history and future of fire in our region 
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Trust) when you pass away. Lifetime gifts are easy to make by writing 
and sending a check payable to Friends of the Carmel Valley 
Library. Every single dollar that you contribute is available right 
away to directly benefit the library.  If your intention is to benefit 
the library immediately, that is the best way to do it. Another possi-
bility for a lifetime gift is to contribute to the Friends of the Carmel 
Valley Library Fund at the Community Foundation for Monterey 
County. When you make a gift to our fund at the Community 
Foundation, the Friends have access to the fund’s annual income 
but the principal remains untouched.  Over time, growth in that 
carefully managed fund generates a long-term endowment, providing 
a source of income in perpetuity for the Friends’ board of directors 
to allocate. If your intention is to strengthen a long-term endow-
ment to benefit your library, that is a good way to do it. Another 
form of lifetime gift is a memorial gift sent to the Friends in the 
name of a friend or loved one who particularly enjoyed this library. 
By contrast, gifts at death –either directly or to the Friends Fund at 
the Community Foundation- take a little more estate planning effort 
to arrange through your Will, a Living Trust, or a Charitable 

Remainder Trust. Both lifetime gifts and gifts at death can result in 
certain tax benefits that accompany contributions to a 501c3 not-for-
profit organization: this is an area your accountant or lawyer can 
help you with. As you choose to make your gift to the Friends, we 
thank you for remembering. 

suMMer reading
”Be Creative @ Your Library” is the theme for the Summer Reading 
Program at the C.V. Branch Library, where weekly activities and per-
formances for children, ‘tweens,’ teens and adults will run from 
June 15 through August 1. Prepare for the Talent Show; make a res-
ervation to participate in Gay Heller’s Annual Silk Painting 
Workshop on July 30; walk in the Fiesta Days Parade on August 1 
and then come right back to the library for Daffy Dave’s magic 
show. If you can help with craft or costume materials, or if you can 
volunteer your assistance, please tell the library staff. 

 Jennifer Smith, Librarian

Plan to stop by the 
Friends’ Fiesta booth on 
Saturday, August 1st.

First saturday series 2009
10:15 am  • At the Carmel Valley Library:  FREE Admission

Saturday JUNE 6  Award-winning economics professor Dr. Moyara “Mo” Ruehsen, will explain “The Economic   
   Meltdown.” Dr. Ruehsen is an economist by training, a certified anti-money laundering specialist   
   (CAMS), and Associate Professor at the Monterey Institute of International Studies, where she   
   teaches about international trade and finance, anti-money laundering, and counter-terrorist 
   financing policies. Her regional expertise is The Middle East, where she spent a year as Fulbright   
   Scholar in Bahrain. Attendance is free but reservations for this event are advised: phone the library 
   at 659-2377.

Saturday SEPT 12  dr. rob Klevan will be at the library to share a bit of history regarding the Monterey Jazz    
   Festival's Jazz education Program (now in its 26th year) and screen a few PowerPoint     
   interviews with such jazz "greats" as dave brubeck, Jim hall, Wayne shorter, and more.

First Saturday Series events are free to the public but reservations are required. 
Phone 659-2377 or sign up at the library desk. 

and modern developments in fire prevention, fire mitiga-
tion, structure protection and wilderness recovery.  The 
speaker, Steve Davis has spent a lifetime observing and re-
sponding to fires. He dedicated his 50-year career as a fire-
fighter to strategic understanding of the Los Padres forest 
area, and other wild forest lands of California. Mr. Davis 
served as a Chief Officer for the US Forest Service, retiring 
in 2012. He had his first structure protection assignment on 
the 1964 “Coyote Fire” in Santa Barbara. He has worked 
on fire engines, hand crews, helicopters, fire investigation, 
and an inter-agency incident management team of wildland 
fires, floods, earthquakes and severe weather. He remains 
active in Los Padres Forest planning and consults with the 
Cachagua Volunteer Fire Department.

Wine Lover’s Delight Fundraiser
Our January Wine Lover’s Delight fundraiser was a great 
success.  The star of the show was Chris Vita, who has spent 
his entire life working in the wine industry, and who con-
sults and assists local wineries in various capacities.  The 

theme of his lesson was how the great diversity of soil and 
microclimates in Monterey County combine to create a 
wide variety of local wines.  Guests enjoyed samples of five 
local wines, and learned how the unique characteristics of 
each are determined by their location.They also enjoyed a 
generous sampling of appetizers from many local eateries. 
Meanwhile, a silent auction was conducted thanks to many 
local wineries who contributed rare and collectible bottles 
for the cause. All of the proceeds from this event allow us to 
continue supporting the Buckeye in so many ways, such as 
purchasing reading material and audiobooks; funding extra 
staff hours, offering special programs, and purchasing need-
ed furniture and equipment.  This year’s event was wonder-
ful by all accounts. We are planning on celebrating our 14th 
Wine Event on January 21, 2017. (Be sure to subscribe to 
receive our emails for the ticket sale announcement or in-
clude a note with the enclosed envelope that you would like 
to be contacted by phone if you don’t “do” email).

Upcoming First Saturdays
June 4 – Steve Davis 
 Wildland Fire

September 3 – Jeff Ohlson & Steve Dorrance  
 Cattle Branding in Carmel Valley

October 1 – Laurie Petkus 
 The Economics of Cattle Raising

November 5
 To be announced

December 5 – Peter Meckel 
 Listening to Great Music: A great way to help 
 support the Friends of the Carmel


