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NOTIFICATION INFORMING PARENTS OF THE PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOLS OF CALVARY 

BAPTIST ACADEMY FOR THE 2020-2021 ACADEMIC SCHOOL YEAR 

 

August 3, 2020 

 

The Administration, School Board, and faculty are genuinely concerned about the spiritual, 

physical, mental, and academic welfare of your child.  We know a child is the most treasured 

possession God can give to parents.  We also recognize that we now live and operate in the 

midst of a pandemic that is potentially harmful and life threatening and needs to be taken 

seriously.  Because the start of the Calvary Baptist Academy school year is quickly approaching, 

we know that you have questions about how we are going to proceed with the opening and 

operation of the school all the while assuring your child’s safety and well-being.  In this letter 

you will find the practices and protocols we are putting into place to ensure your child is safe 

while attending the Academy.  These protocols delineated here are tracings of the more in-

depth procedures the faculty and staff will follow during the school year.  If you have questions 

not addressed in this letter, please contact us and let us know of your concern.   I would like to 

remind you that we have a ZOOM meeting scheduled by the staff with the parents during our 

teacher-in-service session on Tuesday, August 18 at 1:30 P.M.  A special “thank you” goes to 

Heather Rattigan, RN, for compiling CDC, NIH, PDE, and other health organization guidelines 

pertinent to dealing with the Coronavirus in a school setting. 

 

IN HOUSE INSTRUCTION 

At the time of this writing, Calvary Baptist Academy will be instructing your child in house.  We 

feel it is imperative that children are educated with a teacher physically present in the 

classroom.  Of course, there are some online classes we have historically used for certain 

subjects, but these are kept to a minimum.   

QUESTION: What happens if conditions dictate during the school year that in house instruction 

cease because it is not deemed safe to continue doing so? 

ANSWER: We will then proceed with plan B.  This will involve ZOOM instruction as we did at the 

end of the 2019-20120 academic year.  When it is safe to resume in house instruction, we will 

do so.  Hopefully, the ZOOM instruction will be a relatively short-lived alternative until we are 

back in the classroom.  We are not making plans at this point for a hybrid type of education. 
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FACE MASKS 

Every child and faculty member will be required to have a mask while at school.  If the child is 

riding public transportation to and from school, the school district may require the mask to be 

worn.  Children in the academy will only be required to wear masks when times of social 

distancing are not possible.  If a parents insists their child wear a mask at all times, then the 

child will be required to do so. 

WATER BOTTLES/CONTAINERS 

The water fountains will not be used during the school day.  All students must have their own 

water bottle or container to use during the day.  They should be taken home and cleaned at the 

end of each school day.  Plans are being made to have water stations by the drinking fountains 

where students can fill their water bottles. 

LUNCH 

Because we are blessed with excellent facilities at CBA, there will be no need for children to 

have to eat lunch in the classroom.  Our lunch area is large enough to socially distance the 

children as they eat their meals.  Staggered elementary and high school lunch shifts are also a 

possibility but will probably not be necessary. 

SANITATION/DISINFECTION 

Each classroom will have its own sanitation station.  Children will be assigned to the same desk 

and work station during the school year.  Each area will be cleaned/disinfected on a regular 

basis by the teacher and the student if he/she is deemed responsible enough to do so.  The 

classroom will be sanitized daily.  Students will be given their own markers, erasers and other 

instruments of instruction.  When this is not possible, then each time a marker is used on the 

whiteboard, it will be sanitized for the next student’s use.  The playground equipment will be 

regularly and properly sanitized/disinfected as well. 

HYGIENE AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

Every child will be expected to practice good hygiene.  They will be required to wash their 

hands on a regular basis and refrain from close contact with other children and adults.  Social 

distancing will be maintained while entering and leaving classrooms, standing in line with other 

students, and other times when adequate separation is not possible. 

ARRIVING AND DEPARTING SCHOOL 

When students arrive at the Academy, they will have their temperature checked with a no-

touch forehead thermometer to help ensure they are not ill.  They will be seated at a proper 

distance from their peers before heading to their classroom at the proper time.  When they 

depart the school, social distancing will be maintained as they sit and wait for their ride home. 
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LIBRARY 

Children will maintain adequate separation when they are in the library.  Books will be returned 

to a designated place and thoroughly cleaned before being placed back on the shelves for 

circulation. 

VISITORS 

All visitors are required to wear masks (unless social distancing can be maintained) and be 

screened 

PARTIES/BIRTHDAYS/FIELD TRIPS 

Class parties and celebrations will be on hold until it is safe to have them.  Homemade snacks 

will not be allowed in the classroom to celebrate a child’s birthday.  Prepackaged and individual 

sized snacks will be allowed for these occasions. 

Field trips will not be scheduled until the pandemic has abated in our area. 

HOT LUNCHES 

Hot lunches will be provided for the students on Wednesdays during the school year and not on 

Thursdays as in the past.  All hygiene protocols with regard to food preparation, serving, and 

cleanup will be in place. 

ATTENDANCE 

The governor and legislature have not waived the one hundred eighty-day compulsory 

attendance requirement or the 900 hour elementary and 990 hour Jr. high and high school 

attendance compliance.  Children who are absent due to a coronavirus related illness or similar 

malady will be taught via ZOOM, if practical, until they can return to school. 

Students who become ill during the school day will be isolated from the other students in the 

infirmary until their parents/guardians pick them up and take them home or to a health facility.  

Each student must be completely clear of any illnesses before he/she is readmitted into the 

school especially if they have had a temperature of 100.3 or higher.  All children should be 

symptom free for 24 hours without any medication before returning to school.  If your child 

shows symptoms of illness, do not allow them to attend school.  Siblings or members of the 

same household should also remain home. 

COVID- 19 EXPOSURE 

If you travel outside the area, such as during school breaks and vacations, consider quarantining 

your child before returning to school especially if you have visited a “hot spot.”  The 

recommended quarantine period is from ten days to two weeks. 
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The school will notify the parents if their child has had a possible exposure to the coronavirus 

due to another academy student testing positive for COVID- 19.  Anyone who has had close 

contact with someone who has tested positive or is symptomatic for COVID- 19 should be 

tested and stay home until receiving a negative result, or stay home and monitor for symptoms. 

SPORTS PROGRAM 

No decision has been made at this point concerning the sports programs at CBA.  We will 

continue to monitor the state’s requirements with regard to organized sports activities along 

with the PIAA’s recommendations.  Expect a decision as we get further into the school year and 

closer to the sport’s season. 

Again, the above are general guidelines within the framework of more extensive procedures 

and protocols the faculty and staff will administer during the academic school year at CBA.  We 

wanted you to be aware of some of the approaches we are taking at the academy to mitigate 

and prevent possible exposure to the coronavirus for your child.  With your help we are looking 

forward to a safe and COVID- 19 free school year.  We are trusting the Lord to allow this to be a 

reality for us. 

Very Respectfully, 

Daryl S. Jeffers, D. Min. 

Administrator 

 


