


The Seven Churches in the Revelation: 
The Church in SARDIS

Revelation 3:1-6



1  “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The 
words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars.  “‘I know your works. You have the reputation 
of being alive, but you are dead. 

2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight 
of my God. 

3 Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep 
it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a 
thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you.



4 Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who 
have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy.
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white 
garments, and I will never blot his name out of the 
book of life. I will confess his name before my Father 
and before his angels.
6  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.’

Revelation 3:1-6



What Do We Know About Sardis?



The Cities of the Seven Churches
All are in Modern-day TURKEY





A History of Sardis

Archeology in Sardis

 Spirituality in Sardis



“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of 

God and the seven stars. 
3:1



“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of 
being alive, but you are dead. 

3:1



The church of Sardis exists, but the church of 
Sardis has become nominally Christian, 

compromised by worldliness. 
Reminds us of the prodigal son, 

and his father’s comment: 

“For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found.’ 

And they began to celebrate.”  Luke 15:24



Think of it this way:

A church is comprised of people.
The church is not   “them”   
Rather, the church is   “us”

The spiritual dynamic or deadness of a church
is directly related to the body of believers,

not to some organizational entity. 



THE REMEDY FOR SPIRITUAL DEATH:

“Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of 

my God.” (3:2)

• WAKE UP FROM YOUR SPIRITUAL COMA
• OVERCOME THE PHYSICAL ATROPHY

• REMEMER WE OPERATE IN A DIVINE FIELD OF VISION
• FINISH THIS RACE of GOD’S ORDAINED WORKS

• RISE UP, IT’S PERSONAL!  “MY”  GOD



“Remember, then, what you received and 
heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake 

up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know 
at what hour I will come against you.”

3:3



• Remember … what you received

• Remember … what you heard

• Once you rediscover it … keep it (“obey”)

• Repent

Nothing in this text, or anything we have read so far 
promotes the notion of LETTING GO and LETTING GOD.

Rather the weight of the message is this:  
GET A HOLD OF YOURSELF and WAKE UP!



The Thief in the Night

The judgment in focus here is 
probably not the second coming, but

some intervention of God in the church … soon.



CONSEQUENCES of NEGLECTING GOD

“If you will not wake up, 
I will come like a thief, 

and you will not know at what hour I will come 
against you.”

3:3



Hope for the Faithful Remnant at GCC

“Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, 
people who have not soiled their garments, 

and they will walk with me in white, 
for they are worthy.

3:4

What we do in our history has significant 
impact in our eternity!



God’s Celebration of the Conqueror

“The one who conquers: 
> will be clothed thus in white garments, 

> and I will never blot his name out of
the book of life.

> I will confess His name before my Father and 
before His angels” 

3:5



Oh when the saints
Go marching in
Oh when the saints
Go marching in

Oh Lord I want to be in that number
When the saints
Go marching in



The Conclusion for each of us and the body of Christ 
gathered here …

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.”

Revelation 3:6

Are we listening to the Holy Spirit of God?
HOW DO YOU KNOW?  



Did anything ever change in SARDIS after the 
Revelation from JESUS through JOHN was taken to 

them?

ONE EVIDENCE THAT SOMETHING DID HAPPEN …

A man named MELITO




