
The goal of the “Re-Opening The Church” Committee has always been to move forward with a 
workable plan to get us back together in the public worship of Jesus Christ. As it is written: 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:24, 25).  We know that these circumstances 
are the most unusual of recent times, and because of that we are eager to do two things:  
  
(1) Re-open the church for worship; and, 
(2) Use wisdom in doing so 
 
> We have been seeking the wisdom of God’s Word first and foremost, and you will see 
several Scriptures in this proposal.   
 
> We are seeking the wisdom of various agencies in our country, and have let our church 
insurance company (Church Mutual) be our primary source for safety guidelines.  
 
> We have sought the wisdom of our congregation and that is why we did the survey. We have 
been greatly encouraged by the number of people who sent in a survey. (There is quite a 
range in responses, but there is also a large people who are in agreement that if enough 
precautions are taken, and the people who come are willing to abide by those precautions, that 
we are ready to be back together as the people of God, worshipping God).  Some people are 
more cautious, and we acknowledge and respect that and will not expect anyone to come back 
to worship who is not ready to do so, and we will not make anyone feel guilty at all for not 
coming back until they are ready.   
 
Why have we sought so much counsel?  Because it is written:  
 
Proverbs 11:14 > “Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of 
counselors there is safety.” 
  
Proverbs 24:6 >  “for by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of 
counselors there is victory.” 
 
What is our Biblical Framework to make this all work in a way that is commendable, 
practical, and honorable; and, that also promotes unity?     
 
Philippians 2:3, 4 
“3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.” 
 
Romans 14:1-13 
“1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. 2 One 
person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only 
vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does 
not, and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has 
accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, 
servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. 
Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as 
special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to 
God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us 



lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the 
Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with 
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: 
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘every knee will bow before me; 
    every tongue will acknowledge God.] 
12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. 
13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to 
put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.” 
  
What we are expecting from those who attend. We are asking you to commit to: 

1. Avoid shaking hands, hugging, high-fives, fist pumps, etc.   
2. Avoid any physical contact     
3. Avoid crowded hallways 
4. We are asking people to arrive early to the service so that we can handle seating in a 

timely, cautious, strategic manner. 
5. Willingness to wear a face mask (one will be provided if you don’t bring one from home).  

> The purpose of this mask is to protect others.  People may be asymptomatic and 
therefore could pass this on to others.  Reliable studies that have been read by leaders 
in our church show that the decrease in transmission is reduced significantly when 
people are wearing masks. 

6. If you want to have lengthier conversations with people (beyond saying hello, etc.) we 
will encourage people to do that outside the building rather than inside the building. 

7. We are encouraging people to bring their own Bibles. 
8. We are asking people who have any symptoms of sickness to stay home and enjoy the 

online services until you are well. 
9. We are letting people know also that we understand if you are not quite ready to be in 

public places yet, and you will not be made to feel guilty about not returning until you 
are ready to do so. 

10. We ask people to honor these guidelines. The Lord knows we don’t want differences of 
opinions on these issues to cause tensions.  We are asking for cooperation, and 
patience in these unusual conditions.  The goal is to get as many people back together 
to worship the Lord.  We have discovered many are eager to be back as long as some 
precautions are put in place. 

 
What you can expect from those preparing the service 

1. We are using as our guidelines the document provided by our Church Insurance 
Company as it is a good composite of various recommendations.   

2. The lobby will be closed to conversational greetings.  It will only be used for access to 
the sanctuary or access to the restrooms. 

3. There will be no handouts or bulletins, but we will begin information on weekly emails 
(information such as birthdays, monthly financial updates, and other announcements). 

4. We will ask the ushers to seat people beginning at the front of the sanctuary and 
moving toward the back of the sanctuary (families will of course be encouraged to sit 
together).  The ushers will function more intentionally, similar to what you would expect 
at weddings in terms of actually seating people, with the focus of strategic spacing. 

5. We will postpone communion until later in the summer. 
6. There will be an offering box available if people want to deposit their donations.  
7. There will social distancing in sanctuary seating. 



8. Families will be allowed to sit together in the sanctuary. 
9. We would like to plan for about 50-60 people to be in the sanctuary on our first Sunday 

back (this is what we expect will be a likely number based on the survey results). 
10. We will prop doors open so people do not have to touch handles. 
11. We will have a procedure of movement for entering and exiting the sanctuary.  
12. For movement into and out of the sanctuary, we will be using the main entrance doors 

into sanctuary and the side door next to the parking lot to enter and exit the service to 
reduce congestion and improve our efforts at social distancing.  

13. We will provide hand sanitizer stations.    
14. Discourage shaking hands and hugging.     
15. We are suspending children/nursery ministries on Sunday mornings for a few more 

weeks; but we are encouraging those families who are comfortable to allow their 
children to worship in the sanctuary with us. 

16. We are suspending coffee and refreshments for a few more weeks. 
17. We will continue online services. 
18. Proposal: Our first Sunday back will be Sunday, JUNE 14, 2020 at 9:45am.  

(Approved by the Session Monday, May 25, 2020) 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
The “RE-OPENING GCC COMMITTEE” 
  
 


