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STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, April 4, 2022 

RE:  Agenda Item 7: Water Resiliency Planning 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are to (a) Secure reliable and available sources of water; (b) Use 
water to its highest and best use as a public resource through management; (c) Advocate in the security 
and use of water beyond our direct authority; and (d) Administer District resources in alignment with the 
District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of the upper Russian River for the 
benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Grant Funding Application  
In January 2022, the District submitted a grant application to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) 

for an On-Farm Groundwater Recharge Multi-Benefit Demonstration Project. The District did not 
receive the grant funding for the project. However, a partnership between the Dry Creek Rancheria of 
Pomo Indians, neighboring vineyard owners, fisheries agencies and Sonoma County were awarded $7 
million to pursue an innovative effort to recharge the Alexander Valley groundwater aquifer through 
diversion of high winter Russian River flows onto agricultural fields when the vines are dormant. The idea 
is to capture flows that would otherwise head out to the ocean and use them to flood the land, allowing 
the water to seep in and filter into aquifers below, which will benefit Lake Mendocino and the Upper 
Russian River. 
 
Water Storage Project 
The District hired a consultant to conduct a water supply analysis that will benefit both the water storage 
project and the water rights applications. Several meetings have been held and the work is moving 
forward. The Ad Hoc Committee will provide a further update on the water storage project at the 
meeting. 
 
Water Right Applications 12919C and 12920B 
The District hired a consultant to conduct a water supply analysis that will benefit both the water storage 
project and the water rights applications. Several meetings have been held and the work is moving 
forward. There is no other update on the water rights applications. 


