
 

 

 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, April 4, 2022 

RE:  Agenda Item 6: Water Supply Conditions Update & District Response 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer water 
resources in alignment with the District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of 
the upper Russian River for the benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Overview of Water Supply Conditions 
Lake Mendocino storage level gained slightly from February’s 42,000 acre feet (af) to 43,631 af by March 
21st. The Army Corp website with real-time data has been down for several weeks but Sonoma Water 
Agency continues to provide weekly updates (see chart below.) Some precipitation was received after this 
graph and an update can be provided during the meeting. 
 
Minimum instream flows continue at 25 cubic feet per second (cfs) in the Upper Russian River and an 
uptick in reach losses was noticed, particularly around mid-March when the State Water Board was 
expected to reinstate curtailments. However, curtailment suspension was extended to May 1, 2022 and will 
likely impact Riparian rights and potentially the most junior of Appropriative water rights, depending on 
April precipitation.   
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Transfers from the Eel River through the Potter Valley Project are supplying the Potter Valley Irrigation 
District water supply contract with PG&E as well as meeting East Fork Russian River instream flow 
requirements of 35 cfs. PG&E reports the total East Fork Russian River release is 62 cfs as of March 29, 
2022. No announcement has been received by PG&E regarding reconvening of the Drought Task Force 
and preparation of a flow variance request to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC.) 
 
State Water Board 
As mentioned above, curtailment suspension was extended to May 1, 2022, due to sufficient natural and 
imported flows to meet anticipated Riparian and Appropriative water right demand without supplemental 
releases of stored water from Lake Mendocino. However, without significant precipitation in April and 
May, it is expected that curtailments will be reinstated in May and June which will likely first impact 
Riparian rights and the most junior of Appropriative water rights. State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) staff have reported Russian River watershed curtailments will be earlier and deeper in 2022 than 
they were in 2021.  
 
At a recent State Water Board meeting, Staff again reported on Russian River stream depletions believed 
to be caused by groundwater pumping, increasing the previous estimate of 2,000- 3,000 af per month to 
3,000 – 4,000 af per month. In comparison, RRFC used approximately 3,500 af total during the entire 
2021 calendar year, and only 2,300 af in the period of June through October 2021. SWRCB staff 
considered proposing groundwater curtailments and engaged with stakeholders on the matter. However, 
in late March, SWRCB staff reported the Draft Emergency Regulations will not include addressing 
groundwater curtailments for 2022. The District and Sonoma Water will be monitoring potential impacts 
to reservoir storage closely through the year. 
 
The Draft Emergency Regulations for 2022 are expected to be considered by the State Water Board on 
May 10, 2022, with the draft being released prior and a workshop tentatively scheduled for April 14th. 
Responding to feedback from stakeholders, SWRCB staff are considering making it an in-person meeting 
in the Upper Russian River with a virtual component. 
 
Voluntary Conservation Program  
As previously reported, the State Water Board is supporting a facilitated process to develop a voluntary 
conservation program in the Russian River watershed. The District has been participating since the 
inception of this effort, along with other stakeholders and water user representatives. The intent is to 
develop a consensus-based program to implement as soon as the 2022 summer season.  
 
Three options for the Program were being considered and in early March, the option with stages of 
conservation by water right type and priority was selected. The Steering Committee has continued to 
refine the proposal, including a draft written legal agreement. Unfortunately, the rates of conservation in 
this program are based on level of participation so it is difficult to pinpoint the final conservation levels at 
this time.  
 
The District is moving forward with the intent to participate in the Program for its direct diversion of 
natural/imported flows while using stored water to supplement demand, as needed. Tentative calculations 
indicate 30%-50% reduction in the baseline demand of 2017/2018/2019 monthly averages for the 
District. Conservation rates for water rights junior to the District range from 65% - 77% but it is difficult 
to account for alternative sources of water available to water users holding these rights, which could 
include more senior water rights, recycled water, groundwater, and/or stored water through District 
contracts or the 10k reserved pool in Sonoma County. Further refinement continues. 
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District Response 
In addition to continued participation in the Russian River Drought Response Group and Steering 
Committee described below, the District and Sonoma Water Agency have an executed Memorandum of 
Understanding on reservoir allocations and operations. In practical terms, the MOU outlines the process 
in which the two agencies will determine the amount of stored water available to meet instream flows, 
RRFC licensed use, and the Sonoma County 10,000 acre foot reserved pool. Meetings have begun and 
preliminary forecasts discussed, though further refinement is needed. 
 
Staff is considering a customer workshop to provide updates on the 2022 water supply conditions and 
responses, including the voluntary conservation program efforts and available stored water for RRFC 
customers. This may be combined in some way with the proposed SWRCB workshop, if possible. 

 
Suspension of Contract Change Moratorium  
From Declaration #21-03 approved May 17, 2021: 

The Board hereby adopts a moratorium on applications for new water supply contracts, including 
increased contract quantities to existing Uniform Water Supply & Purchase Agreements, until the 
Board determines water supply conditions have improved. 

 

The Board approved a temporary suspension of the moratorium on Uniform Water Supply & Purchase 
Agreement increases imposed by Declaration #21-03 for a period of 30 days in order to allow customers 
to adjust their contract quantity to better prepare for 2022 water use. At the time of this report, reductions 
equal 400 af and increases equal 780 af, equating to a 380 af increase to total contracted water supply. 
Additional increase requests are expected before the deadline by Willow and Millview County Water 
Districts to prepare them for the anticipated curtailments of their own water rights. A breakdown can be 
seen in the Water Worksheet for March 30, 2022 in the Consent Calendar financial reports, though these 
numbers are preliminary. Staff can provide an update during the meeting. 
 
Health & Safety Water for Redwood Valley County Water District (RVCWD) 
The Board authorized Redwood Valley County Water District to pump approximately 30 acre feet of 
water from Lake Mendocino under the RRFC District water rights license to support fire suppression 
activities by May 6, 2022. Most of this pumping is complete. Further discussions with RVCWD GM 
Walker revealed the precarious nature of the ability of Millview  County Water District to provide 
RVCWD with surplus water through the intertie to meet human health and safety supplies while 
maintaining the same for Millview. Staff will work together to develop proposals to increase security. 
 
Recommended Action: 
Receive report and provide feedback and/or direction to Staff.  
 
 
 
 
 


