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General Manager’s Report for March 2022 
Presented at Regular Meeting of Monday, April 4, 2022 

 
 

Priority 1, Secure: Ensure reliable and available sources of water. (Water rights license, Reservoirs, PVP) 

See also: Agenda Items on Water Supply Conditions and Water Resiliency Planning 
 

Potter Valley Project: Several letters were posted by the FERC: (1) NOAA/NMFS to FERC regarding fish 
flows in in the Eel River. (2) The Lake Pillsbury Alliance submitted a letter in response to Representative 
Huffman’s letter, making sure FERC understands Representative Huffman doesn’t represent all interested 
parties. (3) A FERC order approving change in land rights. (2) A FERC response to Representative Huffman’s 
letter regarding PVP, however it is listed as “privileged” on the FERC site. 
 

Priority 2, Use: Ensure water is managed to its highest and best use as a public resource. 

(Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.)  

Groundwater Sustainability Agency: Both the Technical Advisory Committee and the Board met. 
Consultants presented feedback from DWR on the first round of Groundwater Sustainability Plans for Critical 
Groundwater Basins They reviewed the DRAFT first annual report to be submitted by April 1st which showed 
some alarming reductions in groundwater elevations around the Talmage area. West Yost was confirmed as the 
new GSA Administrator. Opportunities for grant funding to implement the GSP and potentially conduct some 
projects and management actions were reviewed. 

Water Sales: By the time of the April 4, 2022 meeting, customer verification of 2021 water use under their 
RRFC contract will be complete and the District’s annual water right reporting submitted by due date, April 1, 
2022. A number of annual customer invoices remain outstanding and payments are expected throughout April. 

Priority 3, Advocate: Participate as an active stakeholder in the security and use of water beyond our 

direct authority. (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 
 

Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA): The Region 1 Board met regarding regional event 
planning and review of the ACWA Board Agenda Packet. The ACWA Board held a hybrid in-person/virtual 
meeting discussing many California water supply issues, including infrastructure and climate change.  

State Water Board UPWARD Program: UPWARD is the State Water Board’s program for Updating Water 
Rights Data for California. GM Salomone was invited to participate in the small stakeholder group that 
provided in depth discussion, feedback, and refinement toward development. This is a three year process and 
more information can be found on this website: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/upward/  

Priority 4: Administer: Foster sustainable leadership and management of agency resources.  
(GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 
 

General Manager Professional Development: (1) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
implementation webinar through Maven’s Notebook. (2) Participated in Updating Water Rights Data 
(UPWARD) for California advisory group. UPWARD is a new project to improve the way the state 
collects and manages its water rights data and information. (3) Attended the State Water Board meeting 
(virtually.) (4) Attended ACWA Board meeting (virtually.) (5) Attended the all day, multi-stop UC Davis 
Extension watershed tour as a presenter. 
 
Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public.  

 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/upward/


Community Meetings Attended This Month 
 

Upper Russian River Water Agency (URRWA) (3/2/22): An Ad Hoc committee was formed to engage 
with the City of Ukiah related to various annexation plans. URRWA GM Walker and City Director of Water & 
Sewar Sean White have met several times recently to discuss a regional water and wastewater entity. Discussion 
was held regarding a desire to bring the City into the JPA and work towards a consolidated water agency. 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (3/7/22): MSR/SOIs for inland water agencies are 
expected to begin in the next fiscal year. The Commission discussed how to move forward with the City of 
Ukiah and the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District MSR/SOIs, taking comments from both agencies’ staff. LAFCo 
staff recommended conducting the studies in-house rather than the previous plan to engage consultants and 
both agencies agreed, noting the increased efforts and early but delicate success at cooperation and 
collaboration. 

Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (3/10/22): Cancelled 

Hopland PUD (3/10/22): No one from the District attended. 

Sonoma County Drought Town Hall (3/10/22): Mostly a review of SCWA projects and management 
actions to address water supply. Grant Davis, SCWA GM, gave a shout out to RRFC for our outreach on 
water supply conditions. Recording here on Sonoma Water's website. 

Willow County Water District (3/14/22): Staff reported Millview’s new 90 gallons per minute well is coming 
on line, needs filtration. The first URRWA and City of Ukiah ad hoc committee meeting is March 17th in which 
GM Walker will recommend a regional water and wastewater entity that contracts to City and Districts for 
services, though rates will remain as they are now.  

Board of Supervisors (3/15/22): (1) The Board heard a report from consultants working on the re-
establishment of a stand-alone County Water Agency. Funding the water agency has not yet been confidently 
identified and raised concerns from some Supervisors. A steering committee is being established. (2) 
Regulations of water extraction/mining and water hauling were considered and approval withheld for further 
development. (3) Carmel Angelo was honored in recognition of her retirement. (4)  On the consent calendar, 
the Board renewed its declaration of a local emergency due to drought conditions and imminent threat of 
disaster and approval an Agreement with Redwood Valley County Water District in the Amount of $200,000 
from One-Time Pacific Gas and Electric Disaster Settlement Funds for Purchase and Installation of Two 
Drive Pump Control Panels, and Maintenance of One Transfer Pump at the Lake Mendocino Pump Site, 
Effective Upon Full Execution through June 30, 2023. 

Millview County Water District (3/15/22): The Board postponed adoption of Neg Dec for annexation of 
Masonite property until August meeting. Board Member Jones resigned, Jim Pierce was present and interested 
in being considered for appointment to the board. Well 35 is ready to go once the electrician returns from 
vacation and does the electrical work.  An easement is being acquired to have access to the well site. Well 6 
pump house will require engineering before it can be built, so that process is to be undertaken. 

City of Ukiah (3/16/22): The City Council adopted an ordinance update addressing CA model water efficient 
landscape ordinance. 

Calpella County Water District (3/16/22): No one from RRFC attended. 

Redwood Valley County Water District (3/17/22): Meeting cancelled.  

Redwood Valley County Water District SPECIAL Meeting (3/29/22): The Board interviewed two 
candidates and appointed Adam Gaska to the open seat on the Board, encouraging the other candidate, 
Deborah Hughes, to run for the Board in November to fill the final empty seat. As an added urgent item, the 
Board discussed the recently awarded grant and gave staff direction to move forward on engaging a consultant 
Project Manager. 

*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 

https://www.sonomawater.org/drought

