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Priority 1, Secure: Ensure reliable and available sources of water. (Water rights license, Reservoirs, PVP) 
 

See also: 

Agenda Item 4: Water Supply Condition Update & District Response. 
Agenda Item 5: Water Resiliency Planning 

 
Potter Valley Project: The Partners in the relicensing effort submitted a status update to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) reporting that a regional entity and other required tasks are not complete, and 
a final license application will not be filed. A number of public comments have been submitted to FERC 
regarding the relicensing project, including a letter from Congressmember Huffman. 
 
RRFC Water Right License: The State Water Resources Control Board continues to request follow up data 
from the 2021 SB88 and Emergency Regulation Curtailment compliance inspection. It is anticipated the final 
requested information will be complete around mid-April and the inspection will close. 
 
RRFC Water Right Applications: The Administrative Hearing Office Status Conference was held February 
15th. The submitted timeline was slightly amended, praise given to RRFC for continued outreach to protestants, 
and overall encouragement for recognition that capturing surplus water rather than firm yield is the way 
forward for the watershed. The three project protestants spoke highly of the efforts RRFC has taken to meet 
with them to address concerns and generally supported the projects. A follow up conference was scheduled for 
August 19, 2022. Progress is being made on the timeline submitted including engaging a firm to conduct the 
water supply analysis. 
 

Priority 2, Use: Ensure water is managed to its highest and best use as a public resource. 

(Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.)  

Water Sales: Customer verification of 2021 water use under their RRFC contract is nearly complete. The 
District’s annual water right reporting is due April 1, 2022 and is scheduled to be submitted on time. Annual 
customer invoices have also been issued, with payments coming in throughout February and March. 

Groundwater Sustainability: The Ukiah Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Board met and 
selected West Yost for GSA Administrative Services, approved the 2022 meeting calendar, appointed Adam 
Gaska as the alternate Ag representative, and received an update on the progress of the first annual GSP 
update report due in April. 

Priority 3, Advocate: Participate as an active stakeholder in the security and use of water beyond our 

direct authority. (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 
 

Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA): The Region 1 Board met this week and member GM 
Salomone was appointed the Alternate Vice Chair, able to sit in on required Committee and Board meetings on 
behalf of the Vice Chair. 
  



 

Priority 4: Administer: Foster sustainable leadership and management of agency resources.  
(GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 
 

General Manager Professional Development: A number of the conferences, webinars, and workshops were 
attended this month: (1) Women in Water met with a presentation on partnership strategies towards 
maximizing and promoting resilient watersheds. Water infrastructure, stormwater capture, storage, recharge, 
maximizing use and reuse of local water resources and working together regionally across various water 
suppliers were topics discussed. (2) Participated in Updating Water Rights Data (UPWARD) for 
California advisory group. UPWARD is a new project to improve the way the state collects and manages 
its water rights data and information. (3) Attended part of the Division of Drinking Water system partnership 
workshop focusing on two areas in Mendocino County (Fort Bragg, and Ukiah Valley.) (4) Attended webinar 
on How to run a Groundwater Sustainability Agency. (5) Attended and offered public comment at State Water 
Board and North Coast Region Water Quality Control Board meetings. 
 
Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public.  

 

Community Meetings Attended This Month 
 

Upper Russian River Water Agency (URRWA) (2/2/22): GM reported that maintenance projects 
proceeding apace. *Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) has made additional requests for funding the 
Potter Valley Project relicensing efforts. *Voluntary Conservation Program options were discussed to provide 
feedback to the GM and the Steering Committee. *Groundwater Sustainability Agency monitoring wells 
completed. *City of Ukiah and URRWA staff met to discuss a dual service water/sewer agency. URRWA 
Board members LaRue and Cardoza were appointed to an ad hoc to meet with City of Ukiah Water & Sewer 
Director to explore. *The Board voted to adopt a biannual audit instead of an annual one for the cost savings. 

City of Ukiah (2/2/22): Nothing to note. 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (2/7/22): Nothing water related to note. 

UV Sanitation District (2/9/22): Discussion was held regarding interest and progress toward regional water 
and/or wastewater entities. Sean White, City of Ukiah Director of Water & Sewer, and Jared Walker, URRWA 
General Manager, both spoke in support of continued efforts to discuss region cooperation. UV San District 
Chair Ernie Wipf and Sean White agreed that consolidating every entity completely was important, without 
leaving areas out of the service area. 

Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (2/10/22): The Commission voted in support of IWPC Chair 
and Legal Counsel attending member agency closed sessions to provide updates and Q/A. (2) Member 
funding:  County of Mendocino approved a $50,000 contribution. Potter Valley Irrigation District to consider 
at the February Board meeting. Redwood Valley County Water District requested further information before 
committing. City City of Ukiah Councilmember Jim Brown noted the uncertainty that the City is getting its 
money’s worth, and was yet to be seen if Council would approve it. From City agenda: Consideration of 
Financial Contribution in the Amount of $50,000 to the Inland Water and Power Commission for Legal 
Services Related to the Potter Valley Project. Staff recommends Council request a written proposal from IWPC 
Board that details a revised fund request including an updated scope, use and need. It was reported RRFC 
approved $25,000 plus a request for an update.  

Hopland PUD (2/10/22): No one from the District attended. 

Willow County Water District (2/14/22): All service contracts with other water districts were approved by 
their Boards. It was reported the City of Ukiah staff were interested in talks regarding a new regional water and 
sewer district. Voluntary Conservation Agreement proposals were discussed.  Willow planning to swap out 
large old pump in well field for smaller more efficient pump. 

Resource Conservation District (2/15/22): Some discussion of water issues, mostly in the Navarro River 
and Anderson Valley. Updates provided on Russian River and Potter Valley Project issues. 



Millview County Water District (2/15/22): (1) The public hearing for the adoption of a negative declaration 
for Masonite site annexation was postponed after comments from City of Ukiah water rights attorney, Phil 
Williams, drawing attention to procedural issues of noticing and available documentation. (2) GM provided 
updates and received feedback on several operational issues. (3) Well 35 is likely to be running for the summer 
of 2022. (4) GM explained the three options for the voluntary conservation program and received feedback.  

Calpella County Water District (2/16/22): No one from RRFC attended. 

Redwood Valley County Water District (2/17/22): (1) IWPC Chair Janet Pauli made a presentation asking 
for continued funding. The Board was ready to vote to fund the requested $50,000, but it had not been 
agendized. (2) Ad Hoc Committee for interviewing prospective Board members will make a recommendation 
at the next meeting. (3) GM Walker reported on discussion with City of Ukiah Water & Sewer Director Sean 
White regarding water supply to the District from the City. Ag water would not be included. (4) Staff noted 
that Ag water for Redwood Valley this year from RRFC was unlikely based on low Lake Mendocino storage 
levels. 

*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 




