
 

 

 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, March 7, 2022 

RE:  Agenda Item 4: Water Supply Conditions Update & District Response 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer water 
resources in alignment with the District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of 
the upper Russian River for the benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 

In this update: 

• Overview of water supply conditions 

• Russian River watershed voluntary conservation program development 

• District response to the water supply conditions 

• Request for action: temporarily suspend the moratorium on Uniform Water Supply & Purchase 
Agreement increases imposed by Declaration #21-03 for a period of 30 days 

• Request for action: authorize a limited diversion of water to Redwood Valley County Water 
District for health & safety purposes. 

 
 
Overview of Water Supply Conditions 
Lake Mendocino storage level held steady again in February at around 42,000 af.  This is a due both to the 
lack of precipitation and reservoir releases to meet required instream flows, which were 75 cfs in February. 
As a reminder, water supply is bypassed through the reservoir for water right holders senior to those of 
RRFC and Sonoma Water and this is done through maintaining the minimum flow requirement as 
measured by the stream flow gages. When there is water in excess to the downstream demands of senior 
right holders, that excess is stored in Lake Mendocino and provides for summertime releases. 
 
At the end of February, reservoir releases were temporarily increased to 75 cfs to promote the smolt 
release from the Lake Mendocino hatchery. Step down decreases began on March 1st and the minimum 
instream flow requirement dropped from 75 cfs to 25 cfs as per the Temporary Urgency Change Order. 
As of March 2nd, stream flow readings are as follows: 

East Fork  54 cfs 

West Fork 17 cfs 

Talmage 74 cfs 

Hopland 77 cfs 

 
No additional flows above the minimum requirements have been transferred from the Eel River through 
the Potter Valley Project. This contributes to the Russian River watershed’s incredibly vulnerable position 
for 2022. Additionally, it is likely PG&E will reconvene the Drought Task Force and begin preparation of 
a flow variance. Like in 2021, all reductions in stream flow are expected to be shouldered by the Russian 
River watershed. 
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The State Water Board has continued the suspension of the current emergency regulations until March 
15th but Staff announced in the March 1st Water Board Meeting that curtailments are expected to be 
reinstated March 16th. It is not yet known to what priority date curtailments will cover. This is a very early-
in-the-year implementation of curtailments and indicates the dire position of water supply in the Russian 
River Watershed. 
 
At a previous State Water Board meeting, Staff reported that in 2021, stream depletions caused by 
groundwater pumping in the Russian River were estimated at 2,000- 3,000 acre feet per month. In 
comparison, RRFC projected using no more than 4,400 acre feet total during the 5 month period of June 
through October 2021, and may have used even less. 
 
 
Voluntary Conservation Program  
As previously reported, the State Water Board is supporting a facilitated process to develop a voluntary 
conservation program in the Russian River watershed. RRFC has been participating since the inception of 
this effort, along with other stakeholders and water user representatives. The intent is to develop a 
consensus-based program to implement as soon as the 2022 summer season.  
 
At the February RRFC Board meeting, staff reviewed the three options being developed. Feedback was 
received by various focus groups and shared at the Steering Committee meetings. A meeting is scheduled 
for March 7th to decide whether to proceed with program development. It is possible the options will be 
narrowed down to one at that point. Staff will provide an update during the RRFC Board meeting. The 
timeline is set to present the proposed plan at the May 1, 2022 State Water Board meeting to potentially 
be approved for incorporation in the new Emergency Regulations.  
 
 
District Response 
In addition to continued participation in the Russian River Drought Response Group and Steering 
Committee described below, the District and Sonoma Water Agency are putting final touches on a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the two agencies that will be submitted to the Deputy Director 
of the State Water Resources Control Board. The 2021 Emergency Regulations required this agreement to 
specify the amount of water stored in Lake Mendocino pursuant to License 13898, the amount of water 
that will remain stored in Lake Mendocino for use in 2022, and a methodology acceptable to the Deputy 
Director for determining how inflows to Lake Mendocino are attributed to the Flood Control District and 
SCWA’s respective water rights. In practical terms, the MOU outlines the process in which the two 
agencies will determine the amount of stored water available to meet instream flows, RRFC licensed use, 
and the Sonoma County 10,000 acre foot reserved pool.  
 
Staff is considering a customer workshop to provide updates on the 2022 water supply conditions and 
responses, including the voluntary conservation program efforts and available stored water for RRFC 
customers. It is proposed that this be an outdoor in-person meeting at a central location in mid to late 
March.  
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Suspension of Contract Change Moratorium  
From Declaration #21-03 approved May 17, 2021: 

The Board hereby adopts a moratorium on applications for new water supply contracts, including 
increased contract quantities to existing Uniform Water Supply & Purchase Agreements, until the 
Board determines water supply conditions have improved. 

 

Staff recommends a temporarily suspension of the moratorium on Uniform Water Supply & Purchase 
Agreement increases imposed by Declaration #21-03 for a period of 30 days in order to allow customers 
to adjust their contract quantity to better prepare for 2022 water use. Currently, the requested increases 
equal requested decreases and it is anticipated overall increases will likely be less than several hundred acre 
feet, if that. A breakdown can be seen in the Water Worksheet for March 1, 2022 in the Consent Calendar 
financial reports.  
 
No applications for new water supply contracts will be considered at this time due to the lack of available 
irrigable acreage in the District’s water rights license.   
 
If the temporary suspension is approved, Staff will communicate with customers, assess requests, and 
implement appropriate Agreement updates.  
 

Recommended Action: 
Move to approve the temporary suspension of the moratorium on Uniform Water Supply & 
Purchase Agreement increases for a period of 30 days between March 8, 2022 and April 6, 2022. 

 
 
Health & Safety Water for Redwood Valley County Water District (RVCWD) 
Lake Mendocino is the only source of water for the RVCWD storage pond that supplies the fire hydrants 
on the agricultural line. RVCWD GM Walker has requested authorization to purchase 30 acre feet to be 
pumped from Lake Mendocino to begin the summer season with a full pond to provide a source of water 
for fire suppression activities. All treated water supply for RVCWD is being purchased as surplus from 
Millview County Water District. It is transferred to Redwood Valley through the emergency intertie that 
was put into place as a result to the 2014-15 drought and has continued to remain in operation. RVCWD 
is currently enforcing a 55 gallon per person per day limit to municipal supply customers and a full 
mortarium on all agricultural water supply. These conditions are expected to remain in place through 
2022. 
 

Recommended Action: 
Move to approve authorization to the Redwood Valley County Water District to pump 
approximately 30 acre feet of water from Lake Mendocino under the RRFC District water rights 
license to support fire suppression activities.  

 
 
Attachment: 
 
Lake Mendocino Storage graphs: 

o State Water Resources Control Board staff update on Lake Mendocino storage as of 2/24/22 
o Sonoma Water Agency update on Lake Mendocino storage, 2/28/22 

  



 

 

 
 

 
Screenshot from March 1, 2022 State Water Board meeting  
 
 
 

 

 
 

Graph taken from Sonoma Water’s website: https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels  

https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels



