
 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, January 10, 2022 

RE:  Agenda Item 6: Water Resiliency Planning 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are to (a) Secure reliable and available sources of water; (b) Use 
water to its highest and best use as a public resource through management; (c) Advocate in the security 
and use of water beyond our direct authority; and (d) Administer District resources in alignment with the 
District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of the upper Russian River for the 
benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Grant Funding Application  
In December 2021, the Board approved a Service Agreement with LACO Associates for Funding Analysis 
and Grant Writing, including the ratification of Exhibit A to develop funding opportunity 
recommendations and development of a grant application.  It also authorized the Grant Application, 
Acceptance, and Execution for the On-Farm Groundwater Recharge Multi-Benefit Demonstration 
Project and directed GM Salomone to finalize and submit the grant application. 
 
GM Salomone, President Watt, and LACO consultants met with the Department of Water Resources 
regarding the grant application and in addition to being notified of a submission deadline extension that 
was approved the prior day, received feedback on the parameters of the grant program that allowed 
further refinement of the application. The new deadline is January 14, 2022.  
 
Water Storage Project 
In December 2021, the Board approved an updated project description and heard a report out from the 
ad hoc committee on its meeting with CA Fish and Wildlife representatives. A fisheries habitat evaluation 
is underway and the State Water Resources Control Board Deputy Director is standing by with Permitting 
Team staff to meet, hopefully later in January 2022, to discussion an exception to the requirements of 
Section 2.4 of the State Water Resources Control Board’s Policy for Maintaining Instream Flows in Northern 
California. LACO is conducting funding analysis for the first steps in the project. 
 

Water Right Applications 12919C and 12920B 
On August 20, 2021, the Administrative Hearings Office (AHO) of the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) issued a Notice of Status Conference regarding the petitions for partial assignment of 
State-Filed Applications 12919 and 12920 and water-right Applications 12919C and 12920B of the 
District. The AHO held a status conference on November 2, 2021 and on November 9, 2021 issued a 
ruling and notice of a further status conference. In addition to meeting with identified protestants, the 
District is directed to develop a draft initial schedule with interim deadlines to include actions toward 
amendment and/or completion of the project. The next scheduled Status Conference is February 15, 2022 
with additional conferences to be scheduled at regular intervals to monitor progress. GM Salomone and 
President Watt are working closely with Legal Counsel to move forward on the projects and prepare for 
the upcoming status conference. 


