
 

 

 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, January 10, 2022 

RE:  Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Conditions Update & District Response 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer water 
resources in alignment with the District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of 
the upper Russian River for the benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Overview 
Lake Mendocino storage has increased from around 21,000 acre feet (af) at the beginning of December 
2021 to over 40,000 af by the end of the calendar year. The current storage as of January 5, 2022 is 42,500 
af, with additional precipitation expected within a week.  
 
The increase in storage has provided a slight respite yet the uncertainty of continued winter precipitation 
and Eel River water transfers through the Potter Valley Project leave the Russian River watershed in an 
incredibly vulnerable position for 2022. 
 
It is worth remembering that a significant storage target threshold for October 1st of each year provides 
some security for the following year if precipitation falls short. This means water leaders are looking ahead 
to October 1, 2022. In 2021, desperate conditions forced the region to strive for a 20,000 af storage target 
by October 1, 2021 and it failed, dipping below 20,000 af weeks ahead. A target level for 2022 has not yet 
been identified, though Decision 1610 identifies 30,000 af and reservoir operators aim to maximize 
storage. This means that while the current levels indicate 42,500 af, this likely does not yet secure 2023 
carryover and 2022 minimum instream flows, let alone municipal and agricultural demand. 
 
State Water Resources Control Board staff reported the temporary suspension of the current emergency 
regulations is expected to be extended until at least the end of January 2022. New emergency regulations 
are expected to be considered for approval in April, with implementation expected in May 2022. As 
previously reported the State Water Board is supporting a facilitated process to develop a voluntary 
conservation program in the Russian River watershed.  
 
District Response 
In addition to continued participation in the Russian River Drought Response Group and Steering 
Committee described above, the District continues to meet with Sonoma Water Agency regularly as per 
the jointly submitted executed agreement of the two agencies to the Deputy Director of the State Water 
Resources Control Board. The 2021 Emergency Regulations required this agreement to specify the 
amount of water stored in Lake Mendocino pursuant to License 13898, the amount of water that will 
remain stored in Lake Mendocino for use in 2022, and a methodology acceptable to the Deputy Director 
for determining how inflows to Lake Mendocino are attributed to the Flood Control District and SCWA’s 
respective water rights. 
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Lake Pillsbury storage is 59,375 as of January 4, 2022. 


