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See also Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Condition Update & District Response. 
 

Priority 1: Secure Ensure reliable and available sources of water. (Water rights license, Reservoirs, PVP) 
 

Potter Valley Project Relicensing: *The Partnership submitted a status report to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission on November 22, 2021 on forming the regional entity that will be filing the 
application and a plan for gathering the information needed to support the license application, including 
completing the required studies. The Partners reported pursuing of funds from private, state, and federal 
entities and indicate it is highly improbably that a license application will be submitted by April 14, 2022, 
though efforts continue to meet the water supply needs and improve fisheries and water quality in both river 
basins. *Mendocino County Supervisor McGourty reported at the November 1st Local Agency Formation 
Committee meeting that Congressperson Huffman’s ‘Two Basin Solution’ ad hoc meeting met in late October. 
No reportable action was noted though the Congressperson has been quoted in the press recently regarding 
the relicensing. *The Mendocino County Farm Bureau organized a letter to the Congressperson with over 700 
signatories representing several counties and numerous interests beyond agriculture. As of yet, no formal 
response has been made public. *The District continues to support the future of the Potter Valley Project 
operations through membership in Inland Water & Power Commission, one of five partners in the relicensing 
Partnership. * The Sequoia Park Zoo hosted Friends of the Eel River Executive Director in their lecture series. 
It can be seen on Facebook on the Sequoia Park Zoo page and at some point on their website and YouTube 
page. 

Priority 2: Use: Ensure water is managed to its highest and best use as a public resource. 

(Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.)’Potter Valley Project  

District Customers: Meter data downloads will be conducted over the next couple of months. This data is 
shared with the customers for their own water rights reporting as well as the District’s (due April 1, 2022.) The 
District remains under Declaration #21-03: Water Shortage Emergency which established a moratorium on 
increased contract quantities to existing Agreements and no surplus water availability.  

 

Priority 3: Advocate: Participate as an active stakeholder in the security and use of water beyond our 

direct authority. (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 
 

Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA):  *The quarterly ACWA Board meeting covered updates 
from the Legislative Committee on a proposal that would address the rise in unlicensed commercial cannabis 
operations throughout California and a proposal related to nonfunctional turf reduction for water savings. 
*The hybrid in-person/virtual conference was held the last week of November with some technical difficulties. 
All sessions were recorded and will be made available to registered attendees to review. Both Vice Chair 
D’Adamo and Chair Esquivel of the State Water Board presented.  
 
California Water Commission: At its November meeting the Commission received a report on groundwater 
trading workshop results. 
    
County of Mendocino: The Drought Task Force staff held the monthly inland water leaders update meeting 
as well as a public meeting. It was reported the County has engaged with GEI Consultants to develop a 
strategic plan and scope of work for the CoM Water Agency, including identification of a mission, structure 
development, and how to generate sustainable revenue. It is expected to take 4-6 months with a target of June 



2022 for the potential launch date for the reinvigorated County Water Agency. Larry Walker and Associates 
has been engaged to write a grant for funding to conduct a Countywide Resiliency Plan that would include, 
among other things, increased monitoring and assessments of human health and safety water supply.  
 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA):  The GSA Board approved an amendment to the consultant 
contract to include preparation of the first year annual report, due only months after original submission. The 
Board also discussed options for increased groundwater elevation monitoring and the Resource Conservation 
District will provide more detailed information for approval at the December meeting. DWR sponsored 
facilitators reviewed the work they are undertaking, mostly in Plan adoption support and Communication and 
Engagement Plan Update. Facilitator consultants will be meeting with all representatives in the Technical 
Advisory Committee and related agencies to enhance engagement and assist in adoption of the Plan. All 
financially contributing members have confirmed commitment for the first 5 years Plan implementation except 
URRWA whose representative determined each URRWA member board needed to approve. Interest was 
shown in an ad hoc committee to explore a recommendation to the GSA Board for submitting a grant 
application to the DWR Urban and Multibenefit Drought Relief Grant Program. The GSA Board will meet on 
Wednesday December 15, 6:00-7:30 PM where, among other topics, the final Plan draft will be up for 
approval. GSA leadership has been focusing on the final stages of Plan development, submission in January 
2022, and implementation of monitoring, obtaining a GSA Administrator, considering grant application 
development, and other required actions. 
 
The California Department of Water Resources released its next round of assessments of groundwater 
sustainability plans (GSPs) developed by local agencies to meet the requirements of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). This release includes eight basins. While some GSPs were approved, 
DWR also notified four GSAs that their GSPs lack specific details and are not yet approved. DWR is notifying 
these agencies of the deficiencies in their plans, and final determinations will be made in January 2022. To 
provide additional information and context on these GSP assessments and notification letters, DWR has 
prepared a press release providing an overview of these assessments and has a GSP Evaluation fact sheet 

summarizing SGMA’s determination pathways for GSPs. SGMA lays out a process for 

continuous improvement, gathering information to fill data gaps, updating plans, and promoting science-based 
adaption to ensure GSAs are on track to meet their basins sustainability goals in 20 years. DWR encourages all 
SGMA interested parties to review the assessments and notification letters, and related materials. 
 
The State Water Board adopted a resolution committing to advance racial equity in policy and practice. “In 
the resolution, the Board explicitly recognizes white supremacy as an institutionally perpetuated system of 
exploitation and oppression of nations and people of color by white people for the purpose of maintaining and 
defending a system of wealth, power and privilege. Among several other points, it acknowledges that the 
impacts of this system, including forced relocation and enslavement, on Black, Indigenous and people of color 
gave rise to the environmental inequities these communities experience today.” - E. Joaquin Esquivel, Chair of 
the State Water Board 
 

Priority 4: Administer: Foster sustainable leadership and management of agency resources.  
(GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 
 

General Manager Professional Development: A number of the conferences, webinars, and workshops were 
attended this month:  (1) A California-EU-Australia groundwater sustainability workshop was held with State 
Water Resources Control Board Deputy Director Erik Ekdahl as one of the moderator. (2) Maven’s Notebook 
hosted a 3 day program, Climate Science and Resilience: Programs, Plans and Partners. A major theme in the 
program was a modernization of the approach to flood control to flood water management, such as storm 
water capture and storage through FloodMAR. From DWR staff presenter Jennifer Morales: “FloodMAR is the 
future.” (3) Forecast Informed Reservoir Operations workshop in which ways of improving current results were 
discussed, including increasing the thresholds and more accurate forecasting. The challenges in updating 
operation manuals were presented, as well. (4) Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) hosted the three day 
Seizing the Drought: Water Priorities for Our Changing Climate – Making our Water Infrastructure Climate-
Ready workshop. Immediate actions state leaders may take to boost California’s resilience to drought, climate 



change and water supply challenges were discussed.  (5) ACWA Conference including the following Committee 
meetings: Groundwater, Agriculture, & Water Management. (6) ACWA Leadership to Leadership Listening 
Session on the next generation of water leaders and preparing for the ‘sliver tsunami’ of retirees from the 
industry. (7) DWR Sustainable Grant Management Grant Program workshop. 
 
Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public.  

Community Meetings Attended This Month 
 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (11/1/21): The Commission received updates on 
Sustainable Agricultural Lands Committee Grant Project and CALAFCO White Paper: “The Metamorphosis 
of Special Districts: Current Methods for Consolidation, Dissolution, Subsidiary District Formation and 
Merger.” A Special meeting was held November 8th for a Protest Hearing for the Ukiah Valley Fire 
Department Annexation to the City of Ukiah. 
 
Upper Russian River Water Agency (URRWA) (11/3/21):  *Member updates were provided: Millview’s 26 
parcel annexation progresses and the well filtration project is complete and the well will start up in a month or 
two. Redwood Valley’s infrastructure project is progressing. Calpella has ordered a replacement booster pump 
for the one destroyed in the Hopkins fire. *The URRWA Board discussed consolidation efforts. *The 
URRWA Board wants Huffman to come and explain Scott Dam removal.  They will contact him. *GSA 
financial support was approved with discussions of how URRWA members will contribute. 
 
City of Ukiah Council (11/3/21): The City had to continue their meeting to Monday, November 8, 2021 due 
to technical difficulties.  
 
City of Ukiah Council (11/8/21): The City had to continue their meeting from last week Monday due to 
technical difficulties. Water and Sewer Department Director White reported demand has dropped to 1 million 
gallons a day, almost a quarter of summertime demand. “Wells are recovering… rebounded beautifully” and 
maintenance on wells that have been running 24/7 has begun with Well # 7 being taken offline to finish up 
rehab work started in the season. 
 
Willow County Water District (11/8/21): GM did not attend. 
 
Ukiah Valley Sanitation District (11/10/21): *The Board discussed participation in the Upper Russian River 
Water Agency, noting the difference in goals and objectives of water districts and the Sanitation District. * The 
Board supported continuing to work with the City of Ukiah in improving their relationship and working 
through issues. No formal or informal position was provided on continued URRWA membership. 
 
Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (11/9/21): GM did not attend. 
 
Millview County Water District (11/16/21): Only three board members attended, with one member having 
moved but not formally resigned and another that has been appointed but hasn't attended any meetings 
yet. Staff reported pulling river pumps, having enough water in groundwater wells to meet demand for the 
winter. Despite the removal of curtailments, mandatory water use reductions remain at 50% because the 
drought is not over. The Board was not willing to approve the Vineyard Crossings Subdivision a 10-yr water 
guarantee because the future is too uncertain with the PVP in jeopardy.  The developer is considering whether 
to plant vineyards on the property instead. A Notice of Intent to adopt Negative Declaration for the Millview 
Annexation has been completed. The Board approved the requested $27,225 for their portion of the URRWA 
GSA invoice.  The amount was determined by service connections.  Sanitation District is not participating 
contributing financially after legal counsel advice they are not legally able to do so.  It was noted the Willow 
Board will hold a special meeting to approve their portion since they didn't have a quorum at their regular 
meeting. 
 
City of Ukiah Council Meeting (11/17/21): No updates or agenda items regarding water at this meeting. 



 
Calpella County Water District (11/17/21): No one from RRFC attended. 
 
Redwood Valley CWD (11/18/21): Two Trustees attended, GM did not 
 
Upper Russian River Water Agency (12/1/21): *Staff reported that the Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
monitoring wells are being installed by DWR.  The one at Willow’s Norgaard well field is completed to 270 
feet.  The Redwood Valley well is being finished as of the meeting.  The monitoring infrastructure will be 
installed next. * Concern was expressed about the lack of full participation in the funding of the GSA.  “Non-
members of URRWA are getting a free ride.  What happens if URRWA pulls out of GSA.  How can the GSA 
be funded in a more equitable fashion.”  No movement in the direction of leaving the GSA, just expressions of 
concern about the apparent lack of fairness. *It was reported Willow held a special meeting to approve paying 
their portion of the member contributions for URRWA on the GSA.  All members have approved and 
contributed now. *Staff was directed to send a letter of support for Sonoma Water's TUCP. 
 

*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 


