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STAFF REPORT 
 

To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, November 1, 2021 

RE: Agenda Item 8:  
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Update and Financial Commitment 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer water 
resources in alignment with the District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of 
the upper Russian River for the benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Background: 
In 2017, RRFC joined in the formation of the Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(GSA.) Through years of collaborative effort, the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is being 
prepared for submission in January 2022, in accordance with the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014. A hydrogeologic 
conceptual model, water budget, and a fully developed integrated hydrological model have been developed 
for the Basin which will be instrumental in the water availability analysis and further project development.  
 
Discussion: 
Staff will provide a brief update on progress of GSA activities during the meeting. 
 
In development of the GSP, adequate funding source(s) must be described that will finance the steps to 
secure and document groundwater sustainability in the basin. GM Salomone participated in the GSA 
Funding Ad Hoc to develop a preliminary working budget and a suggested annual contribution from GSA 
members for budgeting purposes. This resulted in a request for a commitment to contribute $68,750 
annually for five fiscal years from the four Member Agencies. See the attached request memorandum 
from the Ukiah Valley GSA. 
 
The District Board approved the 2021-22 Fiscal Year Budget on July 6, 2021 prior to the GSA Board 
decision to fund the activities of the GSA through member contribution. RRFC does have a Water Supply 
Reliability Reserve to address expenses such as the GSA contribution and Staff recommends using funds 
from the Reserve over an operating budget amendment for the current fiscal year. The GM and Treasurer 
will assess future recommendations during budget development. 
 
Recommendation: 
Move to approve the commitment to contribute $68,750 annually for five fiscal years and direct Staff to 
expend the funds from the District’s Water Supply Reliability Reserve for the current fiscal year. 
 
Attachments: 

 Ukiah Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency Memorandum 
  



UKIAH VALLEY BASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
340 Lake Mendocino Dr.  Ukiah  California 95482  (707)463-4363  fax (707)463-5474 

 

 

DATE:  Tuesday, August 17, 2021 

TO:  Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (UVBGSA) Member 
Agencies 

SUBJECT:  Additional Member Contributions from Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (UVBGSA) Member Agencies 

Dear Member Agencies: 

On August 13, 2021, the Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (UVBGSA) 
Board of Directors met to discuss funding for the implementation of the Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) and ongoing administrative costs of the UVBGSA.  Following a 
presentation by the Financial Ad Hoc Committee, the Board adopted the Committee’s 
recommendations including funding by member contributions in the immediate future, subject 
to commitment of funds by the respective Boards and Councils, until such a time that fees can 
be imposed.  We also discussed conducting a study in order to implement a regulatory fee for 
ongoing funding.  The estimated average annual costs for GSP implementation and UVBGSA 
administration, including funding for the fee study, are $275,000, or $68,750 for each of the 
four Member Agencies. 

 Additionally, the Board approved a budget augmentation for immediate additional groundwater 
monitoring in Fall 2021, subject to funding from additional member contributions.  The Board 
discussed the lack of data currently being collected to analyze the impacts of the 2021 drought 
on groundwater conditions and the need for additional monitoring to study these conditions. 
Upon consideration, the Board authorized staff to expend funds up to but not exceeding 
$16,000. This is $4,000 for each member agency if divided evenly.  

Based on our projected budget, the Ukiah Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency respectfully 
requests each Member Agency commit to additional   contributions in the annual amount of 
$68,750, beginning in Fiscal Year 2021/22, until such a time that a regulatory fee can be 
implemented for ongoing funding of the UVBGSA.  It is anticipated the fee study and 
implementation of a regulatory fee will take 2-3 years, although no timeline is guaranteed.  
Additionally, it is requested each Member Agency contribute $4,000 immediately to perform 
additional groundwater monitoring to study the effects of the current drought emergency on the 
groundwater levels in the Ukiah Valley Basin. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Glenn McGourty  
Chair, UVBGSA 


