
 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, November 1, 2021 

RE:  Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Conditions Update & District Response 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer water 
resources in alignment with the District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of 
the upper Russian River for the benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Lake Mendocino Water Supply Conditions & Operations 
The storage level was 17,617 acre feet as of Thursday, October 28, 2021 and continuing to gain. This 
increased followed a Category 5 atmospheric river received October 23rd and 24th which resulted in an 
average of around 8 inches of rain in 2 days. The gain in storage level is expected to continue for up to 
two weeks after the storm, due to runoff. Additional precipitation is forecasted in the first week of 
November.  
 
Staff can provide real time storage conditions during the meeting.  Operators, regulators, and stakeholders 
continue to monitor conditions closely, paying particular focus on concerns for water quality, storage 
target, and environmental impacts. https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels 
 
Sonoma Water Agency continues to operate Lake Mendocino releases as per the June 14, 2021 State 
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued Temporary Urgency Change Order. Weekly reports can 
be found on Sonoma Water’s website here: https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp  
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Lake Pillsbury Water Supply Conditions  
The storage level was 45,464 acre feet on October 27, 2021 and continuing to gain. This is an increase of 
24,000 acre feet over five days.  PG&E is no longer operating Potter Valley Project under the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) approved Drought Flow Variance Due to Limited Water 
Availability. However, due to the inoperability of the power generation bank at the Potter Valley 
Powerhouse, water transfers from the Eel River in the range of 270 cfs will not resume. PG&E is 
currently assessing the practicality of repairs that would take 18-24 months and cost $5-10 million. PG&E 
is also considering the legal, economic, and political implications of any discretionary flows beyond the 
Potter Valley Irrigation District contracted water supply and the minimum flow requirements of 45 cfs on 
the East Fork Russian River, which equates to about 8,000 acre feet. Any amount of inflow in excess of 
bypass requirements can be stored in Lake Mendocino. Russian River watershed water users are facing a 
potential deficit of tens of thousands of acre feet in Eel River transfers in 2022 and beyond. It will take an 
exceptional rainy season to make up any or all of this deficient through rainfall runoff.  
 
State Water Resources Control Board Response 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued curtailment orders in early August 2021 which 
were temporarily suspended just prior to the atmospheric river. The suspension will remain in effect until 
the historically reported water demand exceeds the availability of non-stored water in the system.  
 
The SWRCB continues to host the Russian River Drought Response Group and Steering Committee. A 
facilitator has been guiding the steering committee in the development of Voluntary Conservation 
Agreements with a target of March 2022 for first phase implementation.   
More drought information on the SWRCB website here: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/ 
 
Mendocino County Response 
Mendocino County assigned Supervisors Haschak and McGourty to a Drought Ad Hoc and reports are 
given during regular Board of Supervisor meetings in addition to monthly public meetings and smaller 
focus area meetings. The Mendocino County Water Agency continues to coordinate the Task Force and 
additional meetings, including a Drought Funding Workshop. More information here: 
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/mendocino-county-water-agency/drought-water-
conservation  
 
District Response 
The District continues to work closely with the SWRCB staff, Sonoma Water Agency (reservoir 
operators), watershed stakeholders, and customers in the drought and water supply response. Under 
curtailment suspension and with recent precipitation, the District is no longer managing customer’s water 
diversions, though outreach continues. Planning efforts continue through participation in the above 
mentioned efforts. 
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