
 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, September 13, 2021 

RE:  Agenda Item 6: Water Supply Conditions Update & District Response 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer water 
resources in alignment with the District’s Mission Statement to proactively manage the water resources of 
the upper Russian River for the benefit of the people and environment of Mendocino County. 
 
Lake Mendocino Water Supply Conditions & Operations 
The storage level was 18,177 acre feet as of September 8, 2021, down from 25,543 acre feet on July 29, 
2021. Staff can provide real time storage conditions during the meeting.  Operators, regulators, and 
stakeholders continue to monitor conditions closely, paying particular focus on concerns for water quality, 
storage target, and environmental impacts. https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels 

 
From Sonoma Water Agency, September 7, 2021 
 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued a Temporary Urgency Change Order to 
Sonoma Water Agency on June 14, 2021. Terms include a continued minimum instream flow requirement 
of 25 cfs in the Upper Russian River, a reduction from 85 to 35 cfs in the Lower Russian River, and a five 
day moving average of minimum instream flow measurements. Also required are weekly updates which 
can be found on Sonoma Water’s website here: https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp  
 
 

https://www.sonomawater.org/current-water-supply-levels
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp


The figure below shows cumulative reach losses in acre feet during 2020 and 2021 from the Forks (just 
below Coyote Valley Dam) and Healdsburg (just above the confluence of Dry Creek) as measured by 
stream flow gages. 

 
From the August 27-September 2, 2021 Russian River Hydrologic Report by Sonoma Water Agency 
 
Lake Pillsbury Water Supply Conditions  
The storage level was 25,026 acre feet on September 7, 2021, down from 29,511 acre feet on July 28, 2021. 
Staff can provide real time storage conditions during the meeting. The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) upheld the Drought Flow Variance Due to Limited Water Availability with minor 
changes to water accounting for Potter Valley Irrigation District. Within the variance, PG&E requested 
FERC approval to apply critically-dry water-year minimum flow requirement of 5 cfs in the East Branch 
Russian River instead of the dry water-year requirement (25 cfs minimum flow). In addition, PG&E 
requested FERC approval to decrease its maximum release to the Potter Valley Irrigation District to the 
exceptionally-low requirement of 25 cfs through October 15, 2021, instead of the maximum release of 50 
cfs. On October 16th, the allocations to Potter Valley Irrigation District will be limited to an average of 
3cfs. More information on East Fork Russian River flows can be found here: 
https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp 

 
From Sonoma Water Agency, September 7, 2021 

https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp


State Water Resources Control Board Response 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) issued curtailment orders in early August 2021 and 
implemented field inspections on curtailment order and SB 88 compliance. The SWRCB continues to host 
the Russian River Drought Response Group and a Steering Committee. A facilitator for the development 
of Voluntary Drought Agreements in the region has been retained and the work is expected to commence 
soon. More information on the SWRCB website here: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/ 
 
Mendocino County Response 
Mendocino County assigned Supervisors Haschak and McGourty to a Drought Ad Hoc and reports are 
given during regular Board of Supervisor meetings in addition to monthly public meetings and smaller 
focus are meetings.  
 
The Mendocino County Water Agency hosted the first the Drought Coordination Meetings including 
water managers and user representatives, Cal OES, Tribal representatives, and County staff & consultants. 
One meeting is arranged for Coastal reps and another for Inland. The Water Agency is also gathering 
potential projects illegible for drought relief funding and providing assistance in developing applications. 
 
District Response 
The District continues to work closely with the SWRCB staff, Sonoma Water Agency (reservoir 
operators), watershed stakeholders, and customers in the drought and water supply response. The District 
developed and implemented a management plan that was used by the State Water Board in the emergency 
regulations to manage the rediversion of previously stored water in Lake Mendocino for the District.  
 
As required in the curtailment orders, RRFC and Sonoma Water Agency entered into a legal agreement 
specifying the amount of water stored in Lake Mendocino pursuant to RRFC’s License 13898, the amount 
of water that will remain stored in Lake Mendocino for use in 2022, and a methodology acceptable to the 
Deputy Director for determining how inflows to Lake Mendocino are attributed to RRFC and Sonoma 
Water Agency’s respective rights. The Agreement specifies that RRFC will not exceed its diversion 
schedules through October 31st and will continue to work with customers to limit uses. It estimates 20,000 
acre feet will remain in storage and outlines a schedule of meetings between RRFC and Sonoma Water to 
develop a methodology for determining inflows attributed to each water right with a final report February 
15, 2022 to the SWRCB. 
 
Document of the Curtailment of Diversions to Protect Water Supplies and Threatened and Endangered 
Fish in Russian River Watershed can be found here: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/docs/regul
ationsubmission.pdf  
 
 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/docs/regulationsubmission.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/russian_river/docs/regulationsubmission.pdf


 

 MENDOCINO COUNTY RUSSIAN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL  

 & WATER CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

 

 POLICY #01-221-____ 

 A POLICY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MCRRFC & WCID 

 

 REGARDING ILLEGAL DIVERTS DIVERSIONS  

WITHIN THE DISTRICT RUSSIAN RIVER WATERSHED 

 

IT IS THE POLICY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MENDOCINO COUNTY RUSSIAN 

RIVER FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

(DISTRICT), FROM DATE OF ENACTMENT UNTIL CHANGED, AMENDED OR 

CANCELED, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

WHEREAS this Board is charged with the responsibility of providing for the industrial, 

municipal, recreational, and agricultural water needs of in the District residents; and 

 

WHEREAS this Board is charged with improving reliability of water resources within 

the District improvement of water resources for the District; and 

 

WHEREAS this Board is charged with managing its water right License 13898 for beneficial 

use of direct diversion and rediversion of stored water up to 7,940 acre feet per year and 82,600 

acre feet to storage per water year; 8000 acre-foot water right under Permit #12947B 

(Application #A012919B); and 

 

WHEREAS these responsibilities must be accomplished with a view of protecting its the 

District’s water rights and water supply availability to its contractors and the rights of the 

existing appropriators within the District; and 

 

WHEREAS the California State Water Resources Control Board holds the District responsible 

for the accounting and management of its water right; and 

 

WHEREAS the Russian River has been declared fully appropriated from July 1 through 

October 31
st
; and 

 

WHEREAS the State Water Resources Control Board has declared stream tributary to the 

Russian River fully appropriated from April 1 through December 14; and 

 

WHEREAS the District has put its 8000 7,940 acre feet of water to beneficial use, 

 

THEREFORE, while carrying out its obligations, it shall be the policy of this Board to 

file a complaint to the State Water Resources Control Board against any individual, company, 

corporation, resident, partnership, water district, or other who is diverting, rediverting, and/or 

storing water illegally from in the Russian River watershed without a legal right.   This 

references any diverter who does not have a valid appropriative permit from the State Water 

Resources Control Board or a contract with this District. 

 

Adopted this 22nd day of June, 2001, by the Board of Trustees of the Mendocino County Russian 

River Flood Control & Water Conservation Improvement District. 

 


