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General Manager’s Report for August 2021 
Presented at Regular Meeting of Monday, September 13, 2021 

 

See also Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Condition Update & District Response. 
 

Priority 1: Secure (Water rights license, Reservoir, PVP) 
 

Potter Valley Project: *As reported by the Mendocino County Farm Bureau, Mendocino County Inland 
Water and Power Commission et. al submitted a request for abeyance in the schedule until May 31, 2022 for 
licensing the Potter Valley Project. In a letter dated September 2, 2021, the partner entities (IWPC, Sonoma 
Water, Cal Trout, Humboldt County and Round Valley Tribes) submitted a request to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for an abeyance (temporary suspension) in the current schedule for the 
licensing as provided by FERC until May 31, 2022. Within the notice, it is stated:  

"In sum, the NOI Parties request an abeyance in this proceeding until May 31, 2022, so that the parties may 
further evaluate how the Project would best contribute to a comprehensive strategy to manage the emerging 
crises in fisheries and water resources management in both basins. The NOI Parties respectfully request that 
the Commission use its authority under 18 C.F.R. § 5.29(f)(2) to suspend the Process Plan and Schedule as 
proposed here." 

Also included in the notice are a series of technical memorandums discussing sedimentation analysis from 
possible dam removal scenarios and an overview of work completed to date by the partners on the license 
related studies. 

Priority 2: Use (Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 
 

Contracts & Water Sales:  The customer diversion schedule for September was submitted as required by the 
curtailment orders and reflects a reduction in water use throughout the month. Lower flows and water quality 
are proving to be problematic for some customer diversions.  

Priority 3: Advocate (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.) 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA):   
The Ukiah Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency's Groundwater Sustainability Plan is now available for 
public review through September 24, 2021. For the GSP Draft and reviewing instructions, please visit: 
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/affiliated-agencies/ukiah-valley-basin-gsa/groundwater-
sustainability-plan  
 
The GSA issued a letter to member agencies, included in Item 10 Correspondence. This District Board of 
Trustees reaffirmed its commitment to continue participating and funding the GSA efforts at the July 6, 2021 
meeting, noting that if expenses become extraordinary the Board will reexamine the District’s level of 
participation. The proposed member contributions in the letter are within the scope expected. 
 

Priority 4: Administer (GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 
 

Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public.  

Public Meeting Regulations: Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-29-20  temporarily amending the Brown 
Act to allow public agencies to hold remote meetings without in-person public participation since last March will 
be lifted on September 30. Any local agency meetings taking place after that time must ensure physical public 
access to all meeting locations. This does not preclude agencies from allowing the public to participate in meetings 

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/affiliated-agencies/ukiah-valley-basin-gsa/groundwater-sustainability-plan
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/affiliated-agencies/ukiah-valley-basin-gsa/groundwater-sustainability-plan
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf


by telephone or through online systems like Zoom, though pre-amendment Brown Act regulations for Trustees 
telecommuting in will be in effect. It is expected that due to the recent surge in COVID cases, an extension will be 
issued and Zoom meetings will continue.  

Financial: Fiscal Year 2020-21 Year End Reports will be brought to the Board after the FY 2019-20 Audit 
Adjustments are received and entered. 

Community Meetings Attended This Month 
 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo): The August meeting was cancelled. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joM5lAV-jCI  

Mendocino County Board of Supervisors (8/3/21): A thorough update was provided by staff on the 
County’s water supply response. Staff presented potential future plans for water resiliency such as raising 
Coyote Valley dam to increase storage in Lake Mendocino and allowing the County to become a water 
wholesaler, increase connectivity between RR water suppliers, and working on evolving water management 
based on real-time information systems. https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/board-of-
supervisors/agendas-and-minutes\ 

Upper Russian River Water Agency (URRWA) (8/4/21): *The Board heard a presentation from BBK 
consultants regarding consolidation efforts. *Staff provided an update on Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
funding discussions. *The Board appointed Ross La Rue to the Ground Water Sustainability Agency. 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/urrwa 

Willow County Water District (8/9/21): *Staff provided an update on infrastructure repairs and service 
contracts. *A review of last week’s Upper Russian River Water Agency JPA meeting was provided including 
information provided by BBK consultants of options for the JPA including consolidation. *Staff reported 
Willow and all the other water suppliers it manages met their conservation goals for July. *The Board directed 
staff to increase the mandatory conservation for customers to 50% and to include restrictions on watering 
lawns. *Mark Hildebrand gave a presentation on the water rate study process and first draft proposed rate 
changes. The Board will consider and discuss at future meeting. http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/willow 

UV Sanitation District (8/11/21): Meeting was cancelled due to evacuations from a local fire. 
https://www.uvsd.org/ 

Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (8/12/21): *Updates were provided on regional water issues 
including the water supply impacts of drought. *A discussion was held regarding the RFP for consultants to 
lead a ballot measure to raise funds with various water projects, particularly the Potter Valley Project. 
https://mendoiwpc.com/  

Hopland Public Utility District (8/12/21): Unable to attend – same time as IWPC. 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/hopland 

Millview County Water District (8/17/21): *Ackerman Creek Bridge project to start next spring, 2 yr 
project, Millview will have to redo their water supply lines during the construction. *The District met their 25% 
water reduction goal for July. *Millview Apartments (48 units) and Vineyard Crossing Subdivision (140 homes) 
moving through the red tape.  Developer will be installing major water infrastructure and storage tanks to 
accommodate the needs. *A field inspection was conducted by SWRCB on curtailment and SB 88 compliance 
and satisfied inspectors. *Auditor needs more money (3-5K) for second review required because of the 
Masonite purchase loan.  *The Board voted yes to URRWA consolidation moving forward. The URRWA 
members are considering the same item; Willow approved at their August meeting and Sanitation District is 
holding back at this time due to their complicated relationship with the City, though they do support 
consolidation. *The Board agreed with asking for 50% reduction over 2020 water use going forward and 
sending out a letter to that effect. *Board agreed to pay their share to URRWA for the UVBGSA budget. 
*Michael Dimartini was appointed to fill the vacancy left by James Green on the Millview board. 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/millview 
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Calpella County Water District (8/18/21): The Board approved 50% mandatory reduction, received updates 
on URRWA, GSA, operations, water supply conditions * Calpella getting new pump and up pipe for their well 
soon. http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/calpella  

Redwood Valley County Water District (8/19/21): Unanimous support was given to continue talks with 
RRFC regarding annexation. The Board received updates on URRWA, GSA, operations, water supply 
conditions, retrofit project, etc. http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/agendas 

City of Ukiah Special Meeting (8/30/21): The City Council approved a Mutual Aid Agreement that 
provides a streamlined process regarding water supply support in the current drought emergency. It seemed as 
though staff indicated specific action of providing water to the coastal communities would require an 
additional City Council approval in the future. http://www.cityofukiah.com/meetings/  

Board of Supervisors (8/31/21): The BoS approved the $4,000 contribution to the GSA to conduct 
groundwater elevation monitoring during the current drought emergency and the Mutual Aid Agreement 
providing for assistance among the County, City of Ukiah, Ft Bragg or Special Districts. A prohibition of water 
hauling from one source to another expect for human health and safety or permitted businesses was approved 
in the hopes of preventing water supply to unpermitted cannabis grows. The Drought update was provided 
and covered several topics. https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/board-of-supervisors/agendas-
and-minutes\ 

Upper Russian River Water Agency (9/1/21): *Staff provided updates on consumer water use, State Water 
Resources Control Board field inspections, reservoir status & operations, facilitation for future voluntary 
drought agreements. *The Board approved the $4,000 contribution to the GSA to conduct groundwater 
elevation monitoring during the current drought emergency *Discussion was held regarding potential 
consolidation of the URRWA members. An all Board member workshop is being planned on the 
consolidation. http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/urrwa 

City of Ukiah (9/1/21): Staff reported that they intend to turn on the Ranney collector 1 x per week for 16 
hours each time in order to divert surface water, treat, and store it for transport to Ft Bragg under a mutual aid 
agreement. http://www.cityofukiah.com/meetings/  

 

*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 
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UKIAH VALLEY BASIN GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 
340 Lake Mendocino Dr.  Ukiah  California 95482  (707)463-4363  fax (707)463-5474 

 

 

DATE:  Tuesday, August 17, 2021 

TO:  Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (UVBGSA) Member 
Agencies 

SUBJECT:  Additional Member Contributions from Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (UVBGSA) Member Agencies 

Dear Member Agencies: 

On August 13, 2021, the Ukiah Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (UVBGSA) 
Board of Directors met to discuss funding for the implementation of the Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) and ongoing administrative costs of the UVBGSA.  Following a 
presentation by the Financial Ad Hoc Committee, the Board adopted the Committee’s 
recommendations including funding by member contributions in the immediate future, subject 
to commitment of funds by the respective Boards and Councils, until such a time that fees can 
be imposed.  We also discussed conducting a study in order to implement a regulatory fee for 
ongoing funding.  The estimated average annual costs for GSP implementation and UVBGSA 
administration, including funding for the fee study, are $275,000, or $68,750 for each of the 
four Member Agencies. 

 Additionally, the Board approved a budget augmentation for immediate additional groundwater 
monitoring in Fall 2021, subject to funding from additional member contributions.  The Board 
discussed the lack of data currently being collected to analyze the impacts of the 2021 drought 
on groundwater conditions and the need for additional monitoring to study these conditions. 
Upon consideration, the Board authorized staff to expend funds up to but not exceeding 
$16,000. This is $4,000 for each member agency if divided evenly.  

Based on our projected budget, the Ukiah Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency respectfully 
requests each Member Agency commit to additional   contributions in the annual amount of 
$68,750, beginning in Fiscal Year 2021/22, until such a time that a regulatory fee can be 
implemented for ongoing funding of the UVBGSA.  It is anticipated the fee study and 
implementation of a regulatory fee will take 2-3 years, although no timeline is guaranteed.  
Additionally, it is requested each Member Agency contribute $4,000 immediately to perform 
additional groundwater monitoring to study the effects of the current drought emergency on the 
groundwater levels in the Ukiah Valley Basin. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Glenn McGourty  
Chair, UVBGSA 



MENDO CINO  
Local Agency Formation Commission 

Ukiah Valley Conference Center | 200 South School Street | Ukiah, California 95482 
Telephone: (707) 463-4470 | E-mail:  eo@mendolafco.org | Web: www.mendolafco.org 

 

 

 
Date:  July 23, 2021 

To:  Cities and Independent Special Districts of Mendocino County 

From:  Uma Hinman, Executive Officer  

RE:  Emergency Water Supplies, Out of Agency Services and Government Code §56133 

 
As local agencies seek solutions to continue providing adequate water to their customers during the unprecedented 
drought conditions we are experiencing, we applaud the County and water service agencies’ efforts to support each 
other in addressing water shortages for residents in our County. We are aware that a number of options are being 
considered for inland agencies to support some of their coastal neighbors in providing hauled water, as well as inter-
agency support for some of the inland water agencies. 
 
As you may not be aware of the regulations under which Local Agency Formation Commissions (LAFCo) operate, 
Government Code (GC) §56133 mandates that LAFCo review and provide authorization for any provision of services 
outside an agency’s boundaries. LAFCo review pursuant to GC §56133 involves a number of steps, first of which is to 
determine whether the services to be extended qualify as an exemption. For example, while transfer of raw, non-potable 
or untreated water is an exemption under §56133(e)(2), the transfer of potable water outside a provider’s jurisdiction 
requires LAFCo approval. Please be advised that GC §56133 and Mendocino LAFCo Policy 12.2.5 requires LAFCo review 
for either a determination of exemption or approval before any such extensions of service are provided. 
 
Please understand that LAFCo is supportive of the important effort to expeditiously provide temporary water deliveries 
to agencies and their customers affected by the emergency drought conditions. If your agency is considering providing 
or receiving supplemental water supply outside of your jurisdiction, please contact me to discuss options being 
considered so that we may advise on LAFCo process and requirements.  
 
It is important to note that while the agencies and County have met regularly to address water supply issues during this 
drought emergency, LAFCo has not participated in this dialogue. I am confident that if the County, LAFCo and the 
agencies work together, a plan can be developed that will allow temporary out-of-agency supplemental water deliveries 
to address emergency conditions.   
 
I look forward to working with the County and water service agencies in addressing these emergency conditions. In the 
meantime, it is a State mandate that the County and agencies seek necessary LAFCo review and approval before 
providing out-of-agency water deliveries. Please contact me at eo@mendolafco.org or (916) 813-0818 with any 
questions. 
 
Regards, 

 
Uma Hinman 
Executive Officer 
 
 
cc: Josh Metz, Program Manager, Mendocino County Water Agency 
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