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Elizabeth Salomone

Subject: FW: Sonoma Water:  Dry Weather Condition Update

From: Grant Davis, General Manager - Sonoma Water Agency  
Sent: Thursday, April 1, 2021 3:57 PM 
Subject: Sonoma Water: Dry Weather Condition Update 
 
Dear Sonoma Water Stakeholders and Friends: 
 
We need to continue demonstrating that saving water in Sonoma County is a way of life. No, this is not an April Fool’s 
Day joke. It is time to put into practice all the many ways you know how to save water.  While there may be additional 
rain this month, it will not be enough to take us out of the extremely dry weather conditions that are continuing to 
challenge our local water resources.  The Russian River basin is experiencing a second consecutive year of severely 
below-average rainfall.  As a result, water supply levels at Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma are at historic lows.   
 
I want to let you know that Sonoma Water’s Board and staff, as well as our retail Water Contractors, are working in 
collaboration with our federal, state and local partners to ensure we have the tools needed to best manage our local 
water resources during these dry conditions.  This includes making sure our community is aware of current conditions 
and how they can save water. If you or your organization would like a presentation from Sonoma Water on the water 
supply conditions and methods to save water, please let me know.  I also encourage our community to keep updated on 
water supply conditions by visiting our website at  Sonoma Water - Current Water Supply Levels.   
 
I do want to share with you how Sonoma Water has been working to save water since dry weather conditions started in 
2020 and what our future plans include: 
 

 In early 2020, Sonoma Water saved 11,000 acre-feet of water in Lake Mendocino (20% of its water capacity at 
the time) by implementing a deviation request that allowed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to use Forecast 
Informed Reservoir Operations (FIRO) decision support tools.  This was a huge water supply reliability effort and 
the first of its kind in the nation. The development and implementation of FIRO was a direct result of the last 
drought we faced in 2013/2014.  

 In early 2020, due to dry weather conditions, Sonoma Water filed a Temporary Urgency Change Petition to 
preserve water in Lake Mendocino.  This effort is estimated to have saved over 10,000 acre-feet of water in Lake 
Mendocino through the end of 2020.  We also implemented a public service announcement campaign alerting 
our community of the dry weather conditions and the need to use water wisely. 

 In early 2021, Sonoma Water received approval to reduce water releases again from Lake Mendocino through 
a Temporary Urgency Change Order approved by the State Water Resources Control Board.  Read the press 
release here.   At this point, Sonoma Water is making the minimum release of water from Lake Mendocino; we 
are currently releasing 25 cubic-feet-per-second at Lake Mendocino. 

 In early 2021, the Sonoma Marin Saving Water Partnership launched an aggressive public outreach campaign to 
emphasize the need to save water by highlighting actions customers can take to reduce water use and improve 
water use efficiency. This is in addition to the Partnership’s year-round conservation campaign efforts.  The 
Partnership’s current regional water use of 107 gallons per capital per day (GPCD) represents a 37 percent 
reduction in water use, well ahead of the State’s required 20 percent reduction in per capita per day water use 
by 2020.   

In the near future, as dry weather conditions worsen, Sonoma Water will very likely: 
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 File another Temporary Urgency Change Petition with the State Water Resources Control Board to continue 
reduction of releases from Lake Mendocino and seek approval to reduce releases from Lake Sonoma.  This will 
also include a reduction in diversions from our Russian River water supply pumping facilities, which will translate 
to a request by our water contractors to reduce consumer water use.  The exact amount of conservation 
required by a city or water district will depend on that entity’s local water supplies and drought contingency 
plans.  

 We will continue to coordinate public education efforts through multi-media opportunities, such as radio, print 
and social media.  Educating our residents about current conditions and the need to save water is very 
important.  

I encourage you to please reach out to me with any questions you have on the dry weather conditions and how we can 
work together to save water this year.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Grant Davis, General Manager 
404 Aviation Boulevard 
Santa Rosa, CA  95403 
(707) 547-1911 office 
(707) 322-9227 cell 
 

 
Clean. Reliable. Essential. Every Day. 
 
 


