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Priority 1: Secure (Water rights license, Reservoir, PVP) 
 

License: *Meter downloads are complete and water use worksheets are flooding in (pun completely intended) 
to the District. Annual reporting is on track for compliance with the District’s water rights license.  
 

Reservoir: See Agenda Item 4: TUCP & Water Supply Condition Update 
 

Potter Valley Project (PVP): The Partnership is still waiting for a response from the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) addressing the recent round of public comments to their application for 
relicensing the Project. FERC response was expected mid-January 2021. *See also Agenda Item 6: Inland 
Water & Power Commission Update & Funding Request.  *More information and history of the Potter Valley 
Project relicensing can be found here: https://mendoiwpc.com/our-shared-water/ , 

https://www.mendofb.org/advocacy/potter-valley-project-licensing/  and https://www.twobasinsolution.org/ . 
 

Priority 2: Use (Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 
 

Water Sales: *Customer annual invoices and water use worksheets were issued in early February. Additionally, 
the revised Exhibits A-B of the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreements were issued to customers, as 
needed. *See also Agenda Item 7b: Project Water Worksheet. 
 

Regional Water Issues: *See below for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month. *See 
also Agenda Item 4: TUCP & Water Supply Condition Update 
 

Priority 3: Advocate (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.) 
 

The Water Resiliency Task Force, focused on the Mendocino County portion of the Russian River 
watershed, continues to meet with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to further discuss water 
supply conditions and potential curtailments in 2021. *A focus group on public outreach of drought conditions 
was formed and will start meeting soon. *See also Agenda Item 4: TUCP & Water Supply Condition Update 
 

Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA): *GM Salomone was appointed to the Region 1 Board 
in January to complete the remainder of a term expiring December 2021 and is eligible to apply for reelection. 
*The Region 1 Board met prior to the full ACWA Board meeting to review agenda items and provide 
feedback. It later met for the regular Region 1 Board meeting and GM Salomone was asked to present on the 
local water supply condition and to review the work of the Water Resiliency Task Force. *The ACWA Board 
met with guest speaker Laurel Firestone, Board Member of the State Water Resources Control Board. 
Firestone noted the need for SWRCB cooperation with water users to collect correct and useful data. She also 
spoke on the need for financial and developmental support from SWRCB to address small water systems that 
need to consolidate, including the need of not burdening one entity with the debt of another in the process. 
Firestone stated “this administration is dedicated to Voluntary Agreements” and it is the “preferred option.” 
She fielded some challenging questions regarding the economic impact of water rights structures. 
 

California Special District Association (CSDA): The CSDA Elections and Bylaws Committee is looking for 
District Board Members or their General Managers who are interested in leading the direction of the California 
Special Districts Association for the 2022 - 2024 term. Deadline for nominations is March 29, 2021. 
 

  

https://mendoiwpc.com/our-shared-water/
https://www.mendofb.org/advocacy/potter-valley-project-licensing/
https://www.twobasinsolution.org/


Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA): *The Technical Advisory Commission (TAC) held a focus 
group meeting on Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDEs) and surface water/ground water 
interconnection and another on Project & Management Actions to consider for the final Plan. *The regular 
TAC meeting covered discussions on project and management actions, interconnected surface and 
groundwater dependent ecosystems analyses, groundwater elevation and water quality monitoring networks, 
and the water budget. *At the GSA Board meeting, member representatives were confirmed and an update 
received from consultants. *The GSA Board met and a public engagement meeting was held.  *Article on 
groundwater sustainability from Maven’s notebook here. 
 

Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo): Treasurer Matt Froneberger was appointed to LAFCo on 
Monday, February 1, 2021 as a Special District Representative. See below for more information on the 
February meeting. 
 

Public Outreach: *ABC 7 News broadcast a news piece early in February with interviews by GM Salomone 
and Pam Jeane from Sonoma Water Agency: https://www.dropbox.com/s/u5jjp5vjse3t39n/2021%2C%201-

28%20ABC%207%20News%20piece.mp4?dl=0  *GM Salomone made a presentation to the Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCo) in February, providing an update on water supply conditions for Special Districts in the 
Ukiah Valley. *Weekly email updates are being distributed to customers and interested parties with the title 
“WATER SUPPLY CONDITIONS UPDATE.” These cover the reservoir storage levels, resources, notices, 
etc. Recipients are encouraged to forward the email and share the information received. *See also Agenda Item 
4: TUCP & Water Supply Condition Update 
 

State Water Resources Control Board: *The Board meeting of SWRCB on February 16th included staff 
presentations on the Water Rights Drought Effort Review (WARDER) and Water Rights Response to Climate 
Change. Agenda: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2021/feb/02_16_21_agenda_links.pdf 

Meeting recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjOEU0Sq1Dk * At the Water Rights Fees Stakeholder 
Meeting SWRCB Staff reported they are recommending 5- 8% increase in fees. It was clarified that water rights 
fees will not be refunded if mandated restrictions (curtailments) are implemented. A participant offered to 
sponsor legislative changes to reduce the requirements of SB88. Agenda materials found here: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/stakeholder/   Recording may be available at a later date. 
 

Priority 4: Administer (GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 
 

Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public. 
 

GM Professional Development: *Webinar by PPIC Water Policy Center on building resilience for cities and 
farms with water partnerships. This was great, with examples of how water suppliers are adapting. It was only 1 
hour and well worth the watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmyewhPonKE  *Cutting Green Tape 
Webinar on regulatory efficiencies for a resilient environment and a related workshop on grant solicitation. 
https://scc.ca.gov/about/webinars/ *CalPERS webinar. * "Leveraging Leadership: Partnership in time of a 
Pandemic - Executive Director Leadership Institute Webinar Series" hosted by Community 
Foundation.*Bureau of Reclamation webinar on funding available for development of water marketing 
strategies to increase water supply reliability. https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/watermarketing/index.html  
 *State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Stream Gaging Plan outreach meeting. *SWRCB & 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) webinar on Sustainability Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 
that provided an update on how the State is moving forward with the Groundwater Sustainability plan 
evaluations, the timeline, and approach to releasing assessments for GSPs submitted in January 2020.  They 
provided an overview of state assistance to support locals moving forward with SGMA implementation. 380+ 
people were in attendance. The webinar presentation slides are available HERE and a video recording will be 
posted on DWR’s Assistance and Engagement webpage in the near future. *Board meetings of CA Water 
Commission and SWRCB. * "Leveraging Leadership: Partnership in time of a Pandemic - Executive Director 
Leadership Institute Webinar Series" hosted by Community Foundation. *Ecological Drought: Planning for 
Resilience webinar. Link to recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zD32aCqlmAk&t=3s  *Bureau of 
Reclamation Water Marketing Strategy Grants funding webinar. 
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Community Partner Meetings Attended This Month 
 

 Sanitation District Special Meeting (1/26/21):  *The Board approved their annual audit. 
 

 Redwood Valley County Water District Special Mtg on Rate Study (1/27/21): Was cancelled due to 
loss of electricity in storm. 

 

 Upper Russian River Water Manager’s Meeting (1/27/21): *Don Seymour, Sonoma Water Agency 
(SWA) provided an update on Lake Mendocino operations and the Temporary Urgency Change Petition 
(TUCP) which was approved soon after. He noted that if in April storage is less than 40,000 acre feet in the 
Lake, there will definitely be reductions to flows and restrictions on demands (via curtailments) expected.” 
* Grant Davis, SWA GM, called for more consistent and better communications and encouraged conserve 
actions now by all. *Brad Sherwood (SWA) suggested a “solid regional message.” 

 

 City of Ukiah Special Mtg to appoint a new Councilmember. Mari Roden was 
selected.  (http://www.cityofukiah.com/meetings/) 

 

 Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (2/1/21):  *New Commissioners were sworn in, 
including RRFC Treasurer Matt Froneberger. Tony Orth, Scott Ignacio, and Jerry Ward were appointed 
Chair, Vice, and Treasurer respectively. *GM Salomone presented a Water Supply Condition update, 
sparking a lengthy discussion. *More information: https://www.mendolafco.org/2020-12-07-commission-
meetings-regular  Video Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXVMK6_AAoQ  

 

 Redwood Valley County Water District Special Mtg on Rate Study (2/4/21): Rate study consultant 
presented preliminary working results, incorporating additional information from Board and staff. The 
methodology was reviewed and justification discussed. If eventually approved, changes include elimination 
of the tiered system to be replaced with a uniform rate structure, elimination of the minimum water usage 
requirement, and adopting service charges based on meter size. Additionally, the domestic allocation 
charges for customers waiting for the next available water connection will be eliminated, reducing income 
by $16,000 pa. Further discussions on financial planning to secure RV’s water supply, contributions and 
costs of potential consolidation with URRWA, IWPC & PVP contributions, etc. were continued. The 
Board members and staff recognized the need for additional long term planning. Another meeting will be 
held later in February once the Board is able to review materials and consider.  

 

 Upper Russian River Water Agency (URRWA) (2/4/21): Janet Pauli from IWPC presented on the 
history, current status, and projected future of the PVP. The intent was to justify Redwood Valley’s request 
to the other water districts to assist in their IWPC contributions. They are currently $50,000 in arrears and 
there is now another $50,000 being requested from all IWPC members. During public comment, URRWA 
members were challenged to, at the very least, budget contributions for the 2021-22 Fiscal Year but to also 
consider their current finances for available funds. They were reminded that while RRFC represents all 
customers at IWPC, those Districts who hold their own surface water rights should also represent 
themselves at IWPC, at least financially. There was general consensus to contribute. *James Green 
(Millview) was appointed to the GSA Board.  

 

 Willow County Water District (2/10/21): *The Board approved a contribution to IWPC for $22,500 and 
adopted a resolution for their new rate structure. 

 

 Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Council (RV MAC) (2/10/21): GM Salomone provided a brief 
update on Redwood Valley water supply conditions. More information: https://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/ 

 

 Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (2/11/21): *Still waiting for FERC response. *Adding 
additional IWPC members was introduced and will be brought forward on a future meeting agenda. *The 
feasibility study for raising Coyote Dam was discussed. *It was noted the City of Ukiah delivered 700 acre 
feet to agricultural users in 2020. . *See also Agenda Item 6: Inland Water & Power Commission Update & 
Funding Request.  More information: https://mendoiwpc.com/  
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 Hopland Public Utility District (2/11/21): This meeting is at the same time as IWPC. More 
information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/hopland 

 

 Millview County Water District (2/16/21): * Janet Pauli presented on IWPC and the Potter Valley 
Project. *The Board approved a contribution to IWPC for $30,000. *A review of the price of surplus water 
sold to Redwood Valley County Water District was conducted and an increase of approximately 15% was 
approved. (From $400 per acre foot to $470 per af.) *A discussion of the District conducting public 
outreach was held. *Board received updates on operations and approved maintenance expenses. More 
information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/millview 

 

 CA Water Commission Board: (2/17/21): Staff provided a summary of the recent round of conveyance 
workshops throughout the State. *A number of guests presented on funding programs and financing 
opportunities, including SWRCB and US Bureau of Reclamation. This meeting is recorded and available 
here: https://cwc.ca.gov/Meetings/All-Meetings/2021/Meeting-of-the-California-Water-Commission-Feb-17-2021  

 

 Redwood Valley County Water District (2/18/21): *A lengthy discussion was held regarding water 
supply conditions, including legal use of water, the physical constraint of infrastructure, and public 
outreach efforts. *Mary Camp spoke on behalf of the Redwood Valley Rancheria regarding cooperative 
actions with the District for water reliability. *The Board approved the issuance of the $25,000 check 
approved in 2020 as a contribution to IWPC. *Staff shared the price of surplus water purchased from 
Millview is increasing approximately 15% from $400 per acre foot to $470 per af. *The Board directed 
Staff to contact the County of Mendocino staff regarding the infrastructure retrofit project to discuss the 
concern over the required use of water to complete the project during drought conditions. *Staff provided 
an update on the increasing failure of meter transmitters and the replacement plan. *It was reported there 
have been multiple inquiries regarding private well monitoring and was clarified this is not under the 
umbrella of the RV District. Information was provided on the Groundwater Sustainability Agency public 

meeting in February where more information will be provided. http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/redwood-

valley 
 

 Calpella County Water District (2/17/21): *Basic operations update was provided by Staff. *Updates on 
URRWA, PVP, and drought conditions were also provided. The Board approved a $7,500 contribution to 
IWPC. More information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/calpella 

 
*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 
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