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& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, March 1, 2021 

RE: Agenda Items 5: Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC)  

Update & Funding Request  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priority is to (a) Secure by ensuring reliable and available sources of water by 
continued participation and support in the operations and development of the Potter Valley Project. 
 
Background  
IWPC, a Joint Powers Authority in which MC RRFC & WCID is a member agency, has been in 
partnership with Sonoma Water Agency, the County of Humboldt, California Trout, Inc. and the Round 
Valley Indian Tribes in efforts to relicense of the Potter Valley Project since PG&E withdrew from the 
relicensing process.  
 
IWPC engages consultants and legal counsel to represent Mendocino County interests in the partnership. 
Historically the five IWPC members contribute $2,000 per year however, the costs incurred during this 
unexpected opportunity to relicense the project under local direction led to the agreement of additional 
member contributions. RRFC has made the following financial contributions: 

  November 2018:  $20,000 
  May 2019:  $50,000 
  February 2020:  $25,000 
  July 2020:  $50,000 
     $145,000 Total so far 

Discussion 
At the January 2021 IWPC meeting, members were asked to return to their Boards to discuss an 
additional $50,000 contribution each to cover consultant and legal fees through the end of the 2020-21 
Fiscal Year. Discussion was held on planning future contribution needs to incorporate into member 
Annual Budgets. It was estimated that during the relicensing application phase of the PVP, IWPC will 
incur approximately $500,000 per year in consultant and legal counsel fees to be covered by contributions 
from its members or other currently unidentified funding. The partnership is currently awaiting a 
determination on amendments to the study report and possibly an updated scoping document before 
beginning to conduct the necessary studies and file an updated Study Report in September 2021. 
 
At the February 1, 2021 RRFC Board meeting, directed the General Manager to develop a FY 2020-21 
Budget Amendment to accommodate for the proposed contribution and present to the Board at the 
March Board meeting for approval. Item 6 of this Agenda presents the requested Budget Adjustment to 
support the recommended action. 
 
Recommendation 

(1) Move to approve the proposed contribution of $50,000 from the District’s Operating Budget to 
Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission for Potter Valley Project consultant and 
legal counsel relicensing application fees. 
 


