
Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

General Manager’s Report for January 2021 

Presented at Regular Meeting of Monday, February 1, 2021 
 

Priority 1: Secure (Water rights license, Reservoir, PVP) 
 

License: *Meter downloads continued in preparation for annual reporting and in compliance with the 
District’s water rights license.  
 

Reservoir: See Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Condition Update 
 

Potter Valley Project: The Partnership is waiting from a response from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), addressing the recent round of public comments to their application for relicensing the 
Project. FERC response was expected mid-January 2021. *Up to date information and history of the Potter 
Valley Project relicensing can be found here: https://mendoiwpc.com/our-shared-water/ , 

https://www.mendofb.org/advocacy/potter-valley-project-licensing/  and https://www.twobasinsolution.org/ . 
 

Priority 2: Use (Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 
 

Water Sales: *Customer invoices and water use worksheets will be issued late January/early February. For 
more information, see Agenda Item 7b: Project Water Worksheet. 
 

Regional Water Issues: *See below for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month. *See 
Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Condition Update 
 

Priority 3: Advocate (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.) 
 

The Water Resiliency Task Force, focused on the Mendocino County portion of the Russian River 
watershed, continues to meet with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to further discuss water 
supply conditions and potential curtailments in 2021. *A focus group on public outreach of drought conditions 
was formed and will start meeting soon. * See Agenda Item 5: Water Supply Condition Update 
 

Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA): *GM Salomone was appointed to the Region 1 Board 
complete the remainder of a term expiring December 2021 and is eligible to apply for reelection. *See 
attached ACWA Executive Director’s Report for more information on ACWA activities. 
 

Priority 4: Administer (GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 
 

Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public. 
 

Statements of Economic Interests (Form 700): Must file by April 1, 2021. 
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html  
 

Community Partner Meetings Attended This Month 
 

 Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (1/4/21):.*Staff reviewed the work of the Policies & 
Procedures Committee on the update to the SOI policy. *A mid-year budget review was conducted. Staff 
made recommendations for significant changes that included using Operational reserves to meet 
anticipated needs. The ramifications of utilizing operational reserves would possibly be to increase 
apportionment fees in the future. The Commission is awaiting response from the UV Sanitation District 
regarding a financial contribution to their MSR/SOI update, which would impact the LAFCo budget for 
20/21. A budget amendment was approved. *More information: https://www.mendolafco.org/2020-12-07-
commission-meetings-regular  
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 Upper Russian River Water Agency Joint Powers Agency (URRWA) (1/6/21): *The Board elected 
Theresa McNerlin as their President for 2021. *Theresa McNerlin and Ross Larue were appointed as 
liaisons for the City of Ukiah. This will include, but not be limited to, the ad hoc committee with City 
Council members to discuss the City’s interest in joining URRWA. *Staff indicated the scope of work 
toward consolidation will be more accurately identified once talks with the City of Ukiah have progressed. 
*URRWA member agencies were once again asked to consider helping Redwood Valley CWD with their 
financial contributions to Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC.) The Board asked staff to provide a 
report with more clarity in the amount of contributions requested and expectations of continued requests. 
*Appointment to the Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board was postponed until February 2021 when 
Millview CWD will have appointed their representative to URRWA. *Updates on the Potter Valley Project 
and current drought conditions were provided. More information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/urrwa 

                                                                                             

 Willow County Water District (1/11/21): *Willow approved a rate increase at Special Meeting by 
eliminating the inclusion of 4,500 gallons in their $20 per month base rate. They states this brings them 
more in line with other regional water suppliers. *GM Walker provided an update on drought conditions 
and how Willow is likely to be impacted. *Discussion and general support for financial contributions to 
IWPC for Potter Valley Project relicensing. Staff will bring item back to Board for approval. More 
information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/willow 

 

 CA Water Commission Nor Cal Workshop (1/12/21): *The Commission held this workshop to gather 
information from stakeholders on assessing how the State will develop its role in financing conveyance 
projects. Several Mendocino County participants provided feedback. More information: 
https://cwc.ca.gov/Meetings?page=2  

 

 Groundwater Sustainability Agency Technical Advisory Committee (GSA TAC) (1/13/21): *GM 
Salomone was appointed the Chair. *The integrated model, preliminary water budget, & interconnected 
surface water and groundwater dependent ecosystems were presented by consultants. *Consultants are now 
ready to facilitate discussion on Projects and Management Actions (PMAs) which should be identified in 
the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) and models. PMAs do not need to be fully defined or vetted for 
inclusion. The advantage to early identification and inclusion in the GSP is to obtain funding for the 
projects and actions that will support the sustainability goals. *More information: 
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/affiliated-agencies/ukiah-valley-basin-gsa/technical-advisory-
committee/tac-agenda-and-materials   
 

 Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Council (1/13/21): *GM made a presentation on Redwood Valley 
water supply. More information: https://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/ 

 

 Ukiah Valley Sanitation District (1/13/21): *The Board discussed policy updates. *Staff reported talks 
with the City of Ukiah have been productive and supporting action. The Board will appoint members to an 
ad hoc committee to continue the relationship. More information: https://www.uvsd.org/  

 

 Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (1/14/21): *Discussion was held on funding needs for the 
continued efforts of IWPC to engage consultants and legal counsel that represent Mendocino County 
interests in the Partnership and negotiations with FERC and PG&E. An estimate of $200,000 would cover 
costs through June 2021. Redwood Valley County Water District has yet to contribute the match of 
$50,000 that the other four IWPC members made in July of 2020.  See Agenda Item 6 of this meeting for 
more information. *Funding for studies is still under development and IWPC member Boards are 
encouraged to share any information or ideas. *Janet Pauli was appointed Chair, John Reardan appointed 
Vice Chair, and Glenn McGourty was appointed as the alternate Commissioner for the Partnership group. 
*Updates were provided on a variety of other regional water issues. More information: 
https://mendoiwpc.com/  
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 Hopland Public Utility District (1/14/21): Unable to attend as it is at the same time as IWPC. More 
information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/hopland 

 

 North Coast Resource Partnership (1/15/21): This quarterly meeting is well attended. Multiple County 
Supervisors (Mendo, Sonoma, Humboldt, etc.), tribes, and various organizations are represented. The 
Partnership reviewed several support requests. More information:  
https://northcoastresourcepartnership.org/partnership/   
 

 Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (1/19/21): *The regular meeting scheduled has 
been changed from morning to evening meetings. A schedule is available upon request. *RCD staff has 
been coordinating with County Supervisors on legal cannabis permit issues, such as CEQA. More 
information: https://mcrcd.org/about/agendas  
  

 Millview County Water District (1/19/21): *Board received GM report on operations. *GM provided an 
update on drought conditions including Lake Mendocino releases. *A review of URRWA goals and an 
update of consolidation efforts were provided as an introduction to appoint a Millview Board 
representative to URRWA. New Board member James Green was appointed. *GM reported RVCWD is 
looking for support in making their financial contributions to IWPC. *A report on Well 35 was given and 
looks hopeful as a groundwater resource, testing at 90-100 gallons per minute and could be working in 
summer 2021. Consultants estimate it could provide 400 homes with water over a year. A proposal was 
approved for the testing for filtration project required to bring the well up to appropriate production. 
*PG&E has requested an easement on the Masonite site. GM and Legal Counsel will meet with them to 
work out details of the proposal and bring back to the Board. *The RRFC contract update to account for 
wheeling water was approved.  More information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/millview 

 

 Calpella County Water District (1/20/21): *Basic operations update was provided by Staff. *Updates on 
URRWA, PVP, and drought conditions were also provided. More information: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/calpella 

 

 Redwood Valley County Water District (1/21/21): *The Lake Mendocino intake is only 15 feet below 
the water level. Staff is not sure how long they will be able to continue drawing water from the Lake. It was 
decided a post card mailer will be sent out in the next couple of weeks to put RVCWD customers on alert 
to the current and expected water supply situation. *An update on the rate study was provided. *Discussion 
was held regarding the infrastructure retrofit project and some of the obstacles. *Tom Schoeneman was 
elected as President, Ken Todd as Vice President. *A long discussion was held regarding financial 
contributions to IWPC in support of Mendocino County interests in the relicensing of PVP. More 
information: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/redwood-valley 

 
*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 
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 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 

III. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Meeting Date: January 29, 2021 Prepared By: Dave Eggerton 

 

ALL-OUT PUSH FOR FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING 

Anyone who has attended an ACWA Federal Affairs Committee meeting at any point over the last 
several years knows the pursuit of federal legislation that comprehensively invests in our nation’s aging 
infrastructure, and most importantly water infrastructure, has, and will continue to be, one of the 
highest priorities of the Association and our team in D.C. Almost two years ago in April of 2019, I had the 
great honor of testifying before the House Subcommittee on Water, Oceans and Wildlife on behalf of 
ACWA and the National Water Resources Association (NWRA) to emphasize the criticality of including 
water facilities in any legislative package to address the needs of our nation’s backbone infrastructure. 
We were optimistic then that there was growing interest in Congress to make a long overdue run at 
passing a comprehensive legislative package to help address our nation’s mounting infrastructure needs. 
I recall pointing to estimates from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other federal agencies with 
subject matter jurisdiction that the total near-term investment needs for water infrastructure across the 
nation approached $800 billion. While I believed the actual need to be greater, it still seemed like a 
massive figure that would help draw attention to the vast capital needs of our aging water systems. In 
retrospect, it almost seems modest in comparison to the trillions of dollars contemplated for COVID-
relief. 

While much has changed since our efforts on a federal legislative package for infrastructure began in 
earnest with the global crisis of a raging pandemic and so many other challenges filling every headline, 
we as water managers know the undeniable need for comprehensive investments by all interested 
parties, state and federal, in our nation’s water supply infrastructure grows each day. Each capital 
improvement plan of a local water agency shows the backlog of projects that must be performed to 
maintain reliable service to customers and avoid the very serious consequences of system failure. The 
men and women of our local agencies who live with the risks and stress of managing systems in need 
best tell this story. Thanks in large part to the many efforts of ACWA members helping us do just that by 
supporting the work of the Federal Affairs Committee; attending the Washington D.C. Conference; 
joining us for meetings with members of Congress and the Administration; sending letters on behalf of 
each local utility; and meeting with elected officials at home and in D.C. to show the impacts on their 
community, we are much closer to realizing substantial federal legislation. 

Led by our superb team at ACWA East working hand-in-hand with our member agencies across the state 
and in partnership with our friends throughout the western United States at NWRA, we have helped 
build the foundation for what we expect and believe will be a very productive year in Congress for 
meaningful legislation on infrastructure. This coalition continues to grow in number and influence as we 
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have partnered with approximately 200 associations, agencies and other entities across the West in 
submitting letters to President-elect Biden and the leadership of both houses of Congress earlier this 
month emphasizing the essential need for prompt action on water infrastructure for the well-being of 
our nation’s food supply, municipal water supplies and to help invigorate our nation’s ailing economy at 
this critical time. Initial reports are that President-elect Biden’s transition team for Interior and his 
nominee for Secretary of Agriculture are very pleased with the timing and substance of our letter. 

President-elect Biden ran on a platform of investing trillions in infrastructure and clean energy to create 
millions of jobs for Americans. He expressed a strong commitment to investing in our nation’s water 
systems and clean water. According to political pundits, with the serious political fractures in our 
country and the slimmest of margins for the Democrats in the Senate, infrastructure investments may 
be one the few policy areas that gains early bi-partisan support in Congress. I have no doubt this will be 
a very hot topic at our virtual Washington D.C. Conference, beginning on February 24, as members of 
our delegation to Congress and the new Biden Administration will join us again. We look forward to 
broad participation by our membership in this very important and timely program. It is certainly time for 
all-hands-on-deck as we make a final push for what could be a very significant federal investment in 
water infrastructure in 2021. 

PREPARING FOR DRY CONDITIONS 

As we well know, and have heard in many of our conversations with members, the lack of precipitation 
and modest snowpack this season have sharpened everyone’s focus on what may lie ahead should this 
in fact turn out to be a dry year. While there is still time for atmospheric rivers to deliver substantial 
water resources in the next few months, our member agencies and ACWA work continuously to prepare 
for whatever conditions arise. This requires continuous, comprehensive planning and investments in 
each and every water system to maintain operational reliability and the flexibility to respond to 
changing conditions and extreme variability. Fundamentally, it requires the foresight and conviction to 
envision and implement sophisticated strategies to increase resiliency such as the construction of new 
storage with vitally important projects like Sites Reservoir and the comprehensive, collaborative 
ecosystem and water supply investments of the Voluntary Agreements. Regulatory and legislative 
decisions that limit flexibility and undervalue precious assets such as stored water that can be released 
at the ideal time and temperature for salmonids must be rejected. It is with this understanding and 
commitment that we as ACWA and our local water agencies call on the state and federal government to 
partner as investors and the champion of sound policies to empower resiliency for all beneficiaries, both 
human and environmental, in the face of the growing effects of climate change. Like with our 
continuous efforts in support of federal infrastructure legislation, a state general obligation bond for 
water resource investments, and the successful completion of the vitally important Voluntary 
Agreements, we must clearly and convincingly convey to stakeholders and decision-makers at every 
level the imperative need for prompt action in support of the needs of local water managers to achieve 
greater resilience. At the same time, we will work closely with our members in advocating for sound 
administrative actions should dry conditions continue into the future. 
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WATER RESILIENCE PORTFOLIO 

In many ways, the successful implementation of Governor Newsom’s Water Resilience Portfolio will be 
key to this effort in further preparing for variable conditions. For that reason, we worked very hard with 
our members to submit extensive comments on the Executive Order that launched this effort and each 
draft of the Portfolio as they were released. The resulting product includes many of our 
recommendations and has opened the door for our continued work with officials such as Nancy Vogel, 
Director of the Governor’s Water Portfolio Program, on its implementation. Given the expansive scope 
of the Portfolio and its comprehensive goals, we have a broad platform to work on many issues of 
mutual concern such as the success of the Voluntary Agreements, a cornerstone of the Portfolio and its 
successful implementation, and coordination with state agencies on fundamental issues such as the 
State Water Board’s actions related to water rights in times of declared drought emergencies. I look 
forward to reporting to the Board on the progress of these efforts and feel confident based on the 
dedication and sincerity of Ms. Vogel in her brilliant leadership of this effort that we are and will 
continue to be seen as a valued partner in the work to achieve successful implementation of the 
Portfolio and its ambitious goals. 
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