
Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

General Manager’s Report for November 2020 

Presented at Regular Meeting of Monday, December 7, 2020 
 

Priority 1: Secure (Water rights license, Reservoir, PVP) 

 
Reservoir: *For the most recent weekly update on Lake Mendocino and Russian River releases: 
https://www.sonomawater.org/media/PDF/Environment/BiologicalOpinion/TUCP/2020/Weekly%20Upd
ate%20Report/Russian%20River%20Hydrologic%20Status%20Report%20112620%20Weekly.pdf   *For more 
information on the Temporary Urgency Change Petition (TUCP):  https://www.sonomawater.org/tucp and 
https://www.sonomawater.org/news/post/9340/  

Lake Mendocino Update: 

 
 
Water Supply:  *The Water Resiliency Task Force, focused on the Mendocino County portion of the Russian 
River watershed, met with the State Water Resources Control Board to discuss how data is collected and used 
in the design of their water supply and demand analysis tools. This information will be used for calculating the 
need for and the specifics of curtailments in 2021. Russian River watershed water leaders generally believe that 
unless there is significant rainfall in winter 20/21, curtailments will be implemented. (See Agenda Item 9 of this 
meeting.) The Task Force is meeting again in December. *A customer communication letter was sent to 
proactively manage the 2021 water supply. (See Agenda Item 4 of this meeting.) 
 
License: * Meter downloads began in preparation for annual reporting, in compliance with the District’s water 
rights license. 
 
Potter Valley Project: For up to date information and history of the Potter Valley Project relicensing, visit 
https://mendoiwpc.com/our-shared-water/ and https://www.twobasinsolution.org/ . The next steps 
deadlines include December 14, 2020: Responses to disagreements/study requests and January 13, 2021: FERC 
to issue Study Plan Determination.  
 

Priority 2: Use (Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 

 
Water Sales: *Several more customers transitioned from ‘old’ contract to the ‘new’ contract in November. 
Three have asked for changes to their contracts (see Agenda Items 7d-f of this meeting.) *The proposed 
Surplus Water Agreement with Redwood Valley CWD has now been converted to an Agreement to Terms of 
Service. RVCWD’s legal counsel is reviewing and the Agreement is expected to be approved by their Board in 
December. (See Agenda Item 7g of this meeting.) 
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Surplus Water: *Additional water supply was secured for Redwood Valley County Water District through 
customer changes to contract quantities as well as agreements to make unused contracted quantities available 
for transfer. (See Agenda Item 4 of this meeting.) Redwood Valley CWD is expected to have enough surplus 
supply to meet 2020 needs. Discussions are underway to explore the options for 2021 water supply 
management.   
 

Priority 3: Advocate (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.) 
 

Associated California Water Association (ACWA) Region 1 Board Vacancies: Nominations are being 
accepted for two vacancies.( See Item 6 of this meeting.) 
 

Priority 4: Administer (GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 

 
Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public. 
 
Professional and Board Development: *Attended the CA Association of Resource Conservation Districts 
Conference with dozens of sessions covering a wide range of topics. 
 

Community Partner Meetings Attended This Month 

 

 Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (11/3/20): *Update on the RFP process and 
proposals received for the City of Ukiah and the UV San Dis MSR and SOI updates. No decisions made, 
just informational. *A policy on inactive applications was approved that will limit the time to a maximum 
of 3 years. *The Commission is anticipating a high turnover of Commissioners for 2021, with 7 seats 
potentially being vacated due to various reasons. *Some discussion was held regarding the many complex 
issues developing in the Ukiah Valley, including expected competing applications for the annexation of the 
Masonite area, the City’s SOI update, and possible consolidation of URRWA members. More information 
on LAFCo here: https://www.mendolafco.org/  
 

 Upper Russian River Water Agency Joint Powers Agency (URRWA) (11/4/20):  *Discussion 
regarding recommitment to consolidation of the URRWA members. The Board approved to adopt the 
staff recommendation to “move forward in providing the Board with a scope of work, cost proposal, and 
timeline for producing a report with sufficient information to allow for a decision to be made on whether 
to move forward with the filing of an application with LAFCo for full consolidation.” They did not discuss 
the financial impact of developing this information. *The Board addressed the City of Ukiah’s application 
to join URRWA. They moved to reject - without prejudice- the City’s application to become a Constituent 
member of URRWA and, instead, propose to the City that an Ad Hoc or Standing Committee be formed 
with the URRWA Board members and the City Councilmembers. After discussion, it was decided not to 
include staff or attorneys, initially. Chris Neary, Legal Counsel, noted that this “rejecting” is not turning 
them away permanently but putting conditions on the process (committee.) *Carre Brown was in 
attendance and provided an update on PVP. *Redwood Valley CWD has asked JPA members to assist in 
the payment of their IWPC contribution ($50,000.) More information on URRWA here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/urrwa  
 

 Willow County Water District (CWD) (11/9/20):.*The Board welcomed Jesse Schreiner, a potential 
Board member, as a guest. *GM reported on the recent URRWA meeting and the progress on 
consolidation efforts. *Staff was directed to move forward with rate increase process. *Ratification of the 
3rd Amendment to the URRWA  JPA Agreement as approved. *The RRFC Agreement was discussed and 
continued to a future meeting. *The Board discussed assisting Redwood Valley CWD in their contribution 
to IWPC toward PVP. They decided to table the issue until they receive more information on the long 
range expenses and operating budget of IWPC. *The LAFCo Special District Representative seats were 
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reviewed and a Special Meeting scheduled for Monday, November 16th at 6 pm to vote. More information 
on Willow CWD here: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/willow  
 

 Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Committee (RV MAC) (11/11/20):  *Granville Poole of the 
Redwood Valley County Water District Board provided information on the water supply for Redwood 
Valley. Questions included ‘What can Redwood Valley do?’ The answer was mostly to be involved with the 
RVCWD Board, public relations, etc. More information on the RV MAC here: 
https://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/  

 

 Ukiah Valley Sanitation District (11/11/20):  *Staff recommended that the CSDA membership for each 
of the individual URRWA members be cancelled and one membership for URRWA be established instead. 
The JPA membership to CSDA would be a non-voting membership. The Board approved it and is going 
to bring the matter to URRWA. More on UV Sanitation District here: https://www.uvsd.org/  

 

 Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) Board (11/12/20):  * The consultants reviewed the progress 
of Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) chapters and review opportunities, including future scenarios to 
consider in the GSP development. The GSA is focused on meeting the requirements of the law and 
monitoring expansion beyond the requirements as directed by the budget.  *Update on monitoring 
network. *Report on recent outreach and working group meetings. This was Carre Brown’s last meeting of 
the GSA Board before the end of her term as Supervisor and she was appreciated for her many efforts and 
hard work. More information on GSA here: https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/affiliated-
agencies/ukiah-valley-basin-gsa/agenda-and-minutes  

 

 Inland Water & Power Commission (IWPC) (11/12/20):  *Updates were provided on URRWA JPA, 
Upper RR Water Manager’s Meeting, SWRCB supply & demand analysis, GSA, Reservoirs, and D1610. *A 
thorough update on the City of Ukiah Recycled Water project has been requested for the December 
meeting. *Members provided information on water supply issues and conservation measures. Public 
outreach was stressed as essential in the current drought conditions. *An update on the relicensing of PVP 
was provided. It was noted that the most recent IWPC contributions are expected to carry through the 
IWPC funded legal counsel and consultants work through early Spring of 2021. When additional funds are 
next requested, a clear schedule of the expenses and timeline will be provided to IWPC members. *This 
was Carre Brown’s last meeting of IWPC before the end of her term as Supervisor. Gratitude was given for 
her incredible support, efforts, and hard work over many years. More in IWPC here: 
https://mendoiwpc.com/  

 

 Hopland Public Utility District (11/12/20):  *This meeting is at the same time as IWPC and I was 
unable to attend both. More information on Hopland PUD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/hopland  
 

 Willow CWD (11/16/20): *SPECIAL meeting. The Board approved the RRFC contract and voted on the 
LAFCo Special District representative seats. More information on Willow CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/willow  
 

 Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MC RCD) (11/17/20): * CA Association of 
Resource Conservation Districts Conference sessions overlapped the Board meeting and my attendance 
was brief. Staff shared a video on the Willits Bypass that was being presented at the conference. Link will 
be distributed when finalized – well worth the watch! More information on MC RCD here: 
https://mcrcd.org/  
 

 Millview CWD (11/17/20): *James Green is being appointed by the Board of Supervisors to the Millview 
CWD Board. Green ran for Supervisor of District 1 in the preliminaries and during his campaign, attended 
many water-related meetings. He is well versed in IWPC matters including PVP. *The Board noted with 
the recent closing of the purchase of Masonite, the cost of water to Redwood Valley CWD needs to be 
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reevaluated, and raised. *SHN Consulting presented an overview of the recent meeting with LAFCo and 
process for annexation of the area known as Masonite. A Resolution for Annexation is estimated to be on 
the January 2021 Millview Board agenda. SHN estimates a 6 month period for LAFCo to make a decision 
on the proposed annexation. *An update was provided by Legal Counsel on short and long range planning 
for bringing Well 3 online. * Reimbursement to a property owner from the Masonite area for main line 
extension was approved. *An update on URRWA meeting was provided, including the status of the city of 
Ukiah application to join and Redwood Valley CWD’s $50,000 IWPC contribution. No decision was made 
to assist Redwood Valley with their contribution. * A request for water service to Vineyard Crossing 
Subdivision was considered. Staff was directed to contact the County to confirm the claim they are 
requiring a will-serve letter to progress with the subdivision approval. *The Board voted on the LAFCo 
Special District Representatives. *Ken Budrow was reelected as President of the Board, with Jerry Cardoza 
as Vice President. It was suggested James Green be the Millview representative to URRWA. *During 
Board Reports, each Director indicated their concerns for future development of water storage capacity 
and improvements to the treatment facilitates. *Richard Mack was appreciated for his service as a Board 
member. It was his last meeting. More information on Millview CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/millview  
 

 Groundwater Sustainability Agency Technical Advisory Committee (GSA TAC) (11/18/20): 
*Consultants Larry Walker & Associates reviewed the following areas and took comments and questions: 
Monitoring networks, data requests, future scenario developments, initial design of monitoring networks 
for chronic lowering of groundwater levels, and initial sustainable management criteria development for 
chronic groundwater level decline. The next TAC meeting is in January 2021. More information on the 
GSA TAC here: https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/affiliated-agencies/ukiah-valley-basin-
gsa/technical-advisory-committee  
 

 Calpella CWD (11/18/20): *An update on the recent URRWA meeting was given which included wider 
ranging water supply and water rights issues. * A discussion was held regarding Redwood Valley CWD’s 
request to other URRWA members to assist in their contribution of $50,000 to IWPC for PVP. Staff was 
directed to bring back a proposal to the next Board meeting. *The Board voted on the LAFCo Special 
District Representatives. More information on Calpella CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/calpella  
 

 Redwood Valley CWD (11/19/20): * The Board was notified that Millview CWD will be reassessing the 
cost of delivering surplus water supply to RV. *Treatment Plant is running well. One pump in the intertie 
from Millview to RV is broken and needs to be repaired as soon as possible. Cooperation with the 
Redwood Valley Rancheria may assist with funding on this or other projects. * 2021 Water Supply and 
possible curtailment was discussed. A community meeting with RVCWD Agriculture customers was 
discussed and planning began. *The Surplus Water Supply Agreement with RRFC has been reduced to a 
Terms of Service Agreement. Legal Counsel is reviewing and the Board is expected to approve it at the 
next meeting. *The contract with Hildebrand Consulting to conduct a Water Rate Study at the rate of 
$43,0350 was approved. The study is expected to be complete in April of 2021 and the Board could then 
approve and implement the new rates in May/June of 2021. *The Board voted on the LAFCo Special 
District Representatives. More information on Redwood Valley CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/redwood-valley  

 
 

*   *   *   * 
 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 
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Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control & 
Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, December 7, 2020 

RE: Agenda Item 9:  General Manager’s Report – Drought Conditions Update 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
The Strategic Plan relevant priorities include all four: (a) Secure (b) Use (c) Advocate & (d) Administer   
 
Short-Term  
The Ukiah region is experiencing below average rainfall and the third driest water year on record. The 
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has made it clear they are taking a close look at the 
Russian River watershed to evaluate current conditions and plan for continued drought. This includes 
further defining the natural flow of the Russian River to identify appropriate diversions of water. They are 
asking for a proactive involvement with local stakeholders in preparation, including a more robust analysis 
of available data and development of an approach to conservation and related solutions.  
 
The SWRCB is asking for assistance in communicating with diverters to conserve, perhaps even 
implementing local voluntary action to reduce impacts. Local water leaders have been working together 
and with the SWRCB to review data and prepare. It is a general assessment that unless there is significant 
rainfall this winter, there will be SWRCB issued curtailments in 2021, though the extent is unknown. The 
SWRCB indicted more would be known as soon as March/April 2021.  
 
Cooperative public outreach on conservation is a must, both regional and with the SWRCB. Collaboration 
with the Farm Bureau, County Water Districts (especially Redwood Valley), City of Ukiah, County of 
Mendocino, Resource Conservation District, Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Council, and 
Mendocino Winegrowers Association have been initiated. However, there is still some reluctance across 
the board to declare the current conditions as a drought, engage in public outreach, or implement 
restrictions of any kind. 
 
Long-Term  
The water industry publications all indicate droughts are likely to become more frequent and persistent in 
the 21st century.  Intense rainfall events, periodically ones with larger than historical runoff, will continue 
to affect California with more frequent and/or more extensive flooding.  These can be incredibly 
damaging to natural and manmade infrastructure. Droughts bookended with intense rain is the future. 
 
Consider 
How can RRFC participate to proactively manage available water resources to support conservation and 
reliability? What resources should be dedicated? Who can be encouraged to participate more actively and 
how? 

 
For more Drought and Water Conservation Resources: 
 
Visit Mendocino County Resource Conservation District’s website: 
https://mcrcd.org/resources/drought-water-conservation-resources and 
https://mcrcd.org/resources/flow-enhancement  
 
And Sonoma Water Agency’s website: http://www.savingwaterpartnership.org/  
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MENDOCINO 
Local Agency Formation Commission 

Ukiah Valley Conference Center | 200 South School Street | Ukiah, California 95482 
Telephone: (707) 463-4470 | E-mail:  eo@mendolafco.org | Web: www.mendolafco.org 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS 
Carre Brown, Chair 
County Board of Supervisors 
 

Tony Orth, Vice Chair 
Brooktrails Township CSD 
 

Gerald Ward, Treasurer 
Public Member 
 

Gerardo Gonzalez 
Willits City Council 
 

Vacant  
Regular Special District  
 

Scott Ignacio 
Point Arena City Council 
 

John McCowen 
County Board of Supervisors 
 

Jenifer Bazzani, Alternate 
Ukiah Valley Fire District 
 

Will Lee, Alternate 
Fort Bragg City Council 
 

Richard Weinkle, Alternate 
Public Member 
 

John Haschak, Alternate 
County Board of Supervisors 
 

 
STAFF 
Executive Officer 
Uma Hinman 
 

Analyst 
Larkyn Feiler 
 

Commission Clerk 
Kristen Meadows 
 

Counsel 
Scott Browne 
 
REGULAR MEETINGS 
First Monday of each month 
at 9:00 AM in the  
Mendocino County  
Board of Supervisors 
Chambers 
501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah 
 

 

Date:         November 24, 2020 

To:   Presiding Officers of Independent Special Districts in Mendocino County 

From:  Uma Hinman, Executive Officer  

Subject: Official Independent Special District Election Ballot - EXTENSION 

 
Announcement of extension of the election for the special district regular member seats on 
LAFCo. For an election to be valid, at least a quorum of the special districts must submit valid 
ballots. A quorum was not achieved by the initial ballot deadline of November 23, 2020. Per 
Government Code (GC) §56332(f)(6), if a quorum of ballots is not received by the due date, 
the Executive Officer shall extend the date to submit ballots by 60 days and notify all districts 
of the extension.  
 
The election will fill one vacancy that is the remainder of an unexpired term ending on 
December 31, 2022, previously held by John Huff of the Mendocino Coast Recreation and 
Park District. The other special district regular seat is a four-year term ending on December 
31, 2024. 
 
The process for selecting special district members to LAFCo is set forth in GC §56332. 
Consistent with that section of code, both the nominating process and the election itself is 
being conducted by mail by the LAFCo Executive Officer on behalf of the Independent Special 
District Selection Committee. 
 
A request for nominations was sent via certified mail on August 7, 2020, announcing the 
vacancy and soliciting nominations from independent special district boards for candidates 
to fill the remainder of the special district regular member vacancy. The nomination period 
was extended on September 18, with notification via certified mail to include a regular four-
year term for 2021-2024, which ended on October 19, 2020, with a total of seven (7) 
nominations received by the deadline.  
 
Enclosed is an official ballot to elect one candidate each to serve as regular special district 
members on Mendocino LAFCo. Please mark selection directly onto the ballot, voting for no 
more than one (1) candidate per seat. Ballots must be returned to Mendocino LAFCo at 200 
South School Street, Ukiah, CA, 95482, or by email to eo@mendolafco.org, on or before 
January 25, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Any ballots already received by LAFCo remain valid; there is no need for further action.  

The candidate receiving the most votes shall be deemed elected. Any nomination and ballot 
received by the Executive Officer after the date specified is invalid.  

An election schedule with information about the counting of ballots and successful 
candidate notification is enclosed.  
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Election Schedule 

LAFCo request for nominations mailed to independent special 
districts via certified mail 

Sent August 7, 2020 

Nomination notice expanded to include special district regular 
seat four-year term and period extended  

September 18, 2020 
 

Nomination deadline October 19, 2020 by 5:00 p.m. 

Ballots mailed to independent special districts via certified mail October 20, 2020 

Ballots due to LAFCo November 23, 2020 by 5:00 p.m. 

Notice of ballot deadline extension, due to lack of a quorum November 24, 2020 

Ballots due to LAFCo  January 25, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 

Ballots tallied at LAFCo office; successful candidate notified January 26, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. 

Election results mailed to independent special districts No later than January 29, 2021 

Confirmation of election results  
February 1, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
Regular Meeting of the Commission 

 

Current Special District Members on LAFCo 

Designation Current Member Term Ends 

Regular Member Tony Orth, Brooktrails Community Services District December 31, 2020 

Regular Member Vacant December 31, 2022 

Alternate Member Jenifer Bazzani, Ukiah Valley Fire District December 31, 2022 

 

Independent Special Districts of Mendocino County 

 
Albion-Little River Fire District 
Anderson Valley Cemetery District 
Anderson Valley Community Services District 
Brooktrails Township Community Services District 
Calpella County Water District 
Caspar South Water District 
Cemetery District of the Redwoods 
Comptche Community Services District 
Covelo Community Services District 
Covelo Fire Protection District 
Covelo Public Cemetery District 
Elk Community Services District 
Elk County Water District 
Fort Bragg Rural Fire Protection District 
Gualala Community Services District 
Hopland Cemetery District 
Hopland Fire Protection District 
Hopland Public Utility District  
Irish Beach Water District 
Laytonville County Water District 
Leggett Valley Fire Protection District 
Little Lake Fire Protection District 
Long Valley Fire Protection District 
Mendocino City Community Services District 
Mendocino Coast Health Care District 

Mendocino Coast Recreation and Park District 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District 
Mendocino Fire Protection District 
Mendocino-Little River Cemetery District 
Millview County Water District 
Noyo Harbor District 
Pacific Reefs Water District 
Piercy Fire Protection District 
Potter Valley Cemetery District 
Potter Valley Community Services District 
Potter Valley Irrigation District 
Redwood Coast Fire Protection District 
Redwood Valley-Calpella Fire District 
Redwood Valley County Water District 
Round Valley County Water District 
Russian River Cemetery District 
Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation 

Improvement District 
South Coast Fire Protection District 
Ukiah Valley Fire Protection District 
Ukiah Valley Sanitation District 
Westport County Water District 
Westport-Ten Mile Cemetery District 
Willow County Water District
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