
Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

General Manager’s Report for December 2020 

Presented at Regular Meeting of Monday, January 4, 2021 
 

Priority 1: Secure (Water rights license, Reservoir, PVP) 

 
Reservoir: *On 12/16/2020, Sonoma Water requested a reduction in flow of 20 CFS from Coyote Dam. 
NCPA made a 10 CFS reduction at 11:45 Hrs. and another 10 CFS reduction at 12:45 Hrs. This changed 
current releases from 115 CFS to 95 CFS. (See also Agenda Item 7: Drought Conditions Update.) 

Lake Mendocino Update: 

 
Russian River watershed water leaders generally believe that unless there is significant rainfall in 

winter 20/21, curtailments will be implemented. 
 

*For the most recent weekly update on Lake Mendocino and Russian River releases: 
https://www.sonomawater.org/media/PDF/Environment/BiologicalOpinion/TUCP/2020/Weekly%20Upd
ate%20Report/Russian%20River%20Hydrologic%20Status%20Report%20112620%20Weekly.pdf    
 
License: *Meter downloads continued in preparation for annual reporting and in compliance with the 
District’s water rights license. The final downloads will be completed in early January 2021 and water use 
reporting forms issued to customers.  
 
Potter Valley Project: The Partnership filed responses to public comment to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), addressing the recent round of public comments to their application for relicensing the 
Project. FERC response is expected mid-January 2021. *See IWPC & URRWM Meeting notes below. (See also 
Agenda Item 7: Drought Conditions Update.) *Up to date information and history of the Potter Valley Project 
relicensing can be found here: https://mendoiwpc.com/our-shared-water/ and https://www.twobasinsolution.org/ . 
 

Priority 2: Use (Contracts & water sales, monitor & respond to regional water issues) 

 
Water Sales: *The final customers transitioned from ‘old’ contract to the ‘new’ contract in December. *Due to 
the implementation of the Water Transfer Addendum and unexpected customer contract reductions, adequate 
surplus water supply is secured for Redwood Valley County Water District through 2020. The Project Water 
Worksheet (see Agenda Item 8b) is updated monthly to reflect the uncontracted amount of water, anticipated 
changes, water transfer availability, and provide RVCWD a tool for water supply availability in the coming 
months. 
 
Regional Water Issues: *Invitations have been received by the Redwood Valley Grange and Redwood Valley 
Municipal Advisory Council to present at their January 2021 meetings regarding the water supply for Redwood 
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Valley. Coordination with Redwood Valley County Water District is underway. RVCWD issued a notice to 
their approximately 200 agricultural use customers notifying them of the uncertainty of 2021 water supply. 
*The City of Ukiah is contracting with West & Associates to prepare their Urban Water Management Plan 5 
year update. More information can be found here: www.cityofukiah.com/meetings/ 
 

Priority 3: Advocate (Stakeholder positions, participation with community partners, website, legislation) 

(See last page of this report for updates on all community partner meetings attended this month.) 
 

The Water Resiliency Task Force, focused on the Mendocino County portion of the Russian River 
watershed, met with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) again to further discuss how data is 
collected and used in the design of their water supply and demand analysis tools. This information will be used 
for calculating the need for, and the specifics of, curtailments in 2021. The Task Force submitted the attached 
letter to the SWRCB Staff that helped focus the discussion and move toward further understanding for all 
parties.  
 
Russian River watershed water leaders generally believe that unless there is significant rainfall in winter 20/21, 
curtailments will be implemented. The Task Force and SWRCB Staff plan to continue meeting, which will 
allow local water diverters to stay up to date and informed as early as possible. The attached joint press release 
was issued. 
 

Priority 4: Administer (GM, Trustees, systems, financial) 

 
Operations: The District Office continues to be closed to the public. 
 

Community Partner Meetings Attended This Month 

 

 Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) (12/7/20): *Carre Brown and John McCowen 
received Distinguished Service Awards from LAFCo. Their last meeting will be January 4, 2021. 
*Commission approved a consultant selection to conduct the City of Ukiah and Ukiah Valley Sanitation 
District MSR/SOI Updates and negotiation with both entities to fund the consultant costs. *The SD 
Representatives Election was postponed due to lack of quorum on the votes. Tony Orth will continue to 
serve until the results are verified by LAFCo. *Development of a policy regarding Sphere of Influences was 
discussed. The Cities of Ukiah and Willits have requested additional time to express their concerns and 
work with LAFCo staff. *More information here: https://www.mendolafco.org/2020-12-07-commission-
meetings-regular  

 

 City of Ukiah General Plan Public Meetings (12/7 and 12/8/20): The City of Ukiah held two public 
workshops on the General Plan update. More information can be found here: 
http://ukiah2040.com/participate.html 
 

 UV Sanitation District (12/9/20): *The Board voted for Matthew Froneberger and Ross Larue as the 
Special District Representatives on LAFCo. *Staff is developing a will-serve letter policy. *Staff reported on 
cooperative meetings with the City of Ukiah on several operational issues. * A rate study review will be 
conducted by consultants in the next few months. 

 

 ACWA Region 1 Meeting (12/10/20): * ACWA was able to contribute/provide feedback to the State’s 
Water Resilience Portfolio ( https://waterresilience.ca.gov/ ) * Committees provided updates.  

 

 IWPC (12/10/20): * A consultant was hired to conduct studies on the impact of fires to Lake Pillsbury. 
*The Water Resources Development Bill of 2020, which identifies where funding should go, includes 
proposals for the modifications to increase the height of the Coyote Dam. It was passed in the house and is 
now in front of the Senate. https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/issue/water-resources-
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development-act-of-2020  *City of Ukiah reported 650 acre feet of recycled water has been produced so far 
this year, equaling 40% offset. They are expecting up to 1,400af at project completion. *A report was 
provided on CalCannabis, noting that the County is considering reclassifying cannabis from an agricultural 
product to an agricultural activity. The development of the Hemp Ordinance was briefly discussed. 
[Ordinance development was postponed due to COVID.] *PVP: Final comments of initial study report 
were prepared and filed with FERC. Next steps will be a determination from FERC in January with their 
comments on the studies, addressing public concerns. Partnership discussions include prioritizing the 
studies and finding funding to conduct them. The local Monetization Committee continues to explore 
funding options to support the Mendocino County contributions to the relicensing as well as operations 
and maintenance post licensing. *An update on reservoir flows was provided. It was noted that both the 
IWPC and Farm Bureau websites are exceptional resources: https://mendoiwpc.com/  and 
https://www.mendofb.org/advocacy/potter-valley-project-licensing/  
 

 Upper Russian River Water Manager’s Meeting (12/16/20): *Don Seymour (Sonoma Water Agency) 
presented on water supply conditions. (See Agenda Item 7: Drought Conditions Update.) * An update was 
provided on the Potter Valley Project relicensing efforts. The Partnership has filed responses to comments 
and is now waiting for FERC’s response, expected mid-Jan 2021. $11 million is needed for studies and 
prioritization is under way. Grant Davis (Sonoma Water Agency) called for “leaning in” to help in the 
cause to secure funding and to assist with outreach and education. *Round Table Reports on water supply 
issues led to increased coordination on resources and shared ideas. 
 

 Russian River Watershed Association (12/17/20): *Two presentations: Update on Streets to Creeks by 
Nick Sudano, City of Santa Rosa and part of Dr. Claudia Luke, PhD, Sustainability Programs Director, 
Center for Environmental Inquiry, Sonoma State University, “Rising Waters Project Update— Exploring 
the Nexus of Water Quality and Community Members Experiencing Homelessness.” 

 

 Drought Working Group (12/17/20 & 12/29/20): *With the forecast not hopeful for rain events in the 
coming weeks, PG&E is preparing to file a Drought Variance and provided background, current status, 
and possible variance scenarios. Discussion was held and updates suggested. A second meeting was held 
12/29/20 and significant changes were suggested by stakeholders. A follow up meeting is scheduled for the 
first week of January, as this is a very time sensitive matter. 

 
Meetings CANCELLED for December 2020:  
 

 Upper Russian River Water Agency Joint Powers Agency (URRWA) (12/2/20):  CANCELLED. 
More information on URRWA here: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/urrwa  

 Redwood Valley Municipal Advisory Committee (RV MAC) (12/9/20):  CANCELLED. More 
information on the RV MAC here: https://www.redwoodvalleymac.com/  

 Hopland Public Utility District (12/10/20):  CANCELLED. More information on Hopland PUD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/hopland  

 Willow County Water District (CWD) (12/14/20):.* CANCELLED. More information on Willow 
CWD here: http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/willow  

 Millview CWD (12/15/20): CANCELLED. More information on Millview CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/millview  

 Calpella CWD (12/16/20): CANCELLED. More information on Calpella CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/calpella  

 Redwood Valley CWD (12/17/20): CANCELLED. More information on Redwood Valley CWD here: 
http://willowcountywaterdistrict.org/redwood-valley  

 
*   *   *   * 

Prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by:  Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CONTACTS:  Shannon Riley, Deputy City Manager, City of Ukiah  

   Phone: (707) 467-5793   |    Email: sriley@cityofukiah.com  

 

Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager, Russian River Flood Control & Water 

Conservation Improvement District 

Phone: (707)462-5278    |    Email: districtmanager@rrfc.net  

 

 

“MENDOCINO COUNTY WATER RESILIENCY TASK FORCE” WORKING WITH STATE 

OFFICIALS TO PROTECT UKIAH VALLEY WATER USERS IN LOW-SUPPLY CONDITIONS 
 

Ukiah, CA. December 16, 2020.  – Several local agencies and water policy experts have joined together to 

form the Mendocino County Water Resiliency Task Force. The purpose of the Task Force is to 

strengthen regional water resources through discussion, coordination, and shared information. 

Currently, the Task Force is working to advocate for fair and accurate water resource planning as state 

officials prepare a response to drought conditions in the Upper Russian River. 

Task Force members, including the City of Ukiah, the Russian River Flood Control & Water Conservation 

Improvement District, and the Mendocino County Farm Bureau are working together to provide 

information to the State Water Resources Control Board (“State Water Board”). The State Water Board 

began a process in June to look at water supply and demand levels in the Upper Russian River 

Watershed.  Getting this analysis right is important as it will influence any actions taken by the State 

Water Board in 2021 to curtail water use in the region.  

“The Task Force can bring many voices together as one, to represent our unique water supply system 

in cooperative actions with the rest of the County, our downstream neighbors, and State Water Board 

staff,” said Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager for the Russian River Flood Control & Water 

Improvement District, and lead for the Task Force. 

In particular, the Task Force is advocating for the State Water Board to use a water model based on the 

realistic, rather than “unimpaired”, flows in the area.  Employing a realistic model would account for 

real-world system components such as the Coyote Valley Dam and the reservoir it creates in Lake 

Mendocino, inflows from the Potter Valley Project, in-stream uses, and various diversion points along 

the Russian River that are accessed by different water users. 
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As part of its engagement with the State Water Board, the Task Force sent a letter on December 8, 

2020. Advocating for the interests of the entire region, the Task Force noted: “The use of an 

unimpaired flow model appears to contradict the water rights regime by and through which all water 

users on the Upper Russian River exercise their various rights to divert and put Russian River water to 

beneficial use.” The Task Force is holding regular meetings with the State Water Board to discuss these 

concerns, among others. These discussions have been helpful and constructive, and the Task Force 

looks forward to continued dialogue. 

“Accurate water resource planning is essential for the farming and ranching businesses that help keep 

Mendocino County strong,” said Devon Jones, Executive Director of the Mendocino County Farm 

Bureau.  “There needs to be an improved understanding of both water inputs and outputs if we are 

looking to refine water use in the future.”  

“In the short term, the Task Force can explore methods to enhance conservation in the Russian River 

watershed. Longer term, it could develop a locally designed plan for resiliency in the event of extended 

drought,” said Salomone. “The hope is to show the State Water Board a unified position and a 

representative voice for the Mendocino County portion of the watershed.”  

California’s 2019–2020 water year was the third driest in the Upper Russian River watershed in 

recorded history. Without a significant and immediate increase in rainfall, it is likely that the State 

Water Board will take action in 2021, which may include curtailments of water diversions. With 

possible restrictions on the horizon, the Task Force is working together now to ensure the broadest 

and most reasonable protection of water resources for the Upper Russian River, including the Ukiah 

Valley. 

“The City of Ukiah plays a critical role in water resource planning at the regional level,” said Sean 

White, Director of Sewer and Water for the City of Ukiah. “We are working with the Task Force to 

protect the interests of the entire Ukiah Valley – looking not only at strategies for 2021, but also at 

longer term solutions that will secure our water supply reliability and ensure ongoing affordable 

service.” 

 

#   #   # 

 


