
 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, December 7, 2020 

RE:  Agenda Item 4: Water Transfer Amendment  
to the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are (a) Secure: to ensure reliable and available sources of water; and  
(b) Use: to ensure water is managed to its highest and best use as a public resource. 
 
Background 
On November 23, 2020, customers were notified via a communication letter of measures being taken to 
proactively manage the available water supply (see attached.) As per the Uniform Water Supply & 
Purchase Agreement, customers were asked for a schedule of water use for 2021 and notified of the 
anticipated uncontracted and surplus water supply for 2021. These two measures will assist the District in 
complying with the 1980 Stipulated Judgement No. 42059 between the District (RRFC) and Redwood 
Valley County Water District (RVCWD) as well as in putting the District’s licensed water to full beneficial 
use. (Stipulated Judgment available here: https://www.rrfc.net/meetings/materials/ ) 
 
The Stipulated Judgement identifies the conditions under which RVCWD is entitled to RRFC water that is 
surplus to the needs of RRFC water users for their beneficial use. It also provides the formula for 
calculating the cost of surplus water supplied to RVCWD. The price per acre foot is determined by 
dividing the annual operational costs, less water acquisition capital improvement costs not benefitting 
RVCWD, by the total RRFC water right (7,940 acre feet.) 
 
Discussion 
Through implementation of these two contract terms, RRFC will be able to provide RVCWD the total of 
uncontracted water supply for 2021 early in the year. Additionally, RRFC will be able to estimate potential 
unused water within its contractual commitments. Using the updated Draft Water Transfer Amendment 
(see attached,) this unused water can then be made available throughout a calendar year to meet the water 
supply needs of RVCWD. Using the Customers’ schedule of water use responses, RRFC will request 
transfers of unused contract quantities for the calendar year period, as needed. Proposed Water Transfer 
Amendments will be presented to the Board for final approval. Any RRFC Customer that enters into the 
Water Transfer Amendment will receive a reduction in their annual payment by the amount recouped by 
the District from the sale of their returned water. The transfer does not alter the original Agreement or 
impact the full contract quantity for subsequent years.  
 
Recommendation 

(1) Move to approve the Water Transfer Amendment to the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase 
Agreement and reduction of Customer annual payment by the amount recouped by the District 
from the sale of returned water. 

 
Attachments 

(1) Water Supply Management Notification Letter to District Customers 
(2) Water Transfer Amendment to the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement 

https://www.rrfc.net/meetings/materials/
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November 23, 2020 

 
Dear Valued Customer, 
 
RE: 2021 Water Supply 
 
In response to the third driest year on record in our region and in preparation for continued dry conditions, 
the District is taking measures to proactively manage the available water supply. Please review the following 
carefully. 
 
1. Schedule of Use for 2021 

 
Please confirm the contract quantity you anticipate using in the 2021 calendar year by return email, text, or 
phone call. If it is less than your full contract quantity, the District may later request a transfer of any unused 
quantity to other customers of the District and Redwood Valley County Water District, as per the 1980 
Stipulated Judgement No. 42059. The transfer would not alter your Agreement or full contract quantity for 
subsequent years. Furthermore, your annual payment will be reduced by any amount recouped by the 
District from sale of your returned water. 
 

From the Uniform Water Supply & Purchase Agreement: 
 

4.7. Schedule. Customer shall submit, in writing, to the District, prior to February 15 of 
each Year, a schedule, in a form satisfactory to the District, of water to be made available to the 
Customer during that Year. 

 
 
2. Uncontracted Supply Available for 2021 

 
It is projected that 1,243 acre feet of Project Water will be uncontracted for the 2021 year. This amount plus 
any surplus as identified through the Schedules (see #1) is available for purchase by Contractors as per the 
Agreement term below. The deadline to indicate interest in writing to District is December 31, 2020. 
 

From the Uniform Water Supply & Purchase Agreement: 
 

3.2. Surplus Water. There may be temporarily available during any Year a quantity of 
Project Water in excess of the amounts necessary for the District to meet its obligations under this 
Agreement and to other Contractors. Each Year in which there is such surplus water available, the 
District may offer, at rates not to exceed those specified herein, all or a portion of such Project Water 
to Contractors, but not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of any Customer's Contract Quantity. The 
Contractors may purchase all or part of such surplus Project Water so offered; provided, that in the 
event the Customer does not indicate to the District, in writing, its desire to accept and pay for such 
surplus Project Water offered, within fifteen (15) days after receiving written notice from the District 
of its availability, Customer's right to purchase such water shall terminate for that year. If the 
Contractors express a desire to purchase more surplus Project Water than has been determined to be 

mailto:DistrictManager@rrfc.net


available, the District shall apportion the available surplus water among all Contractors in such 
manner as the District shall determine to be equitable. Notwithstanding the above, Customer may 
elect to receive surplus water pursuant to this Section no more than three (3) times during the Term 
(Original Term and any Extended Term) of this Agreement. 

 
 
Conservation: 
We are experiencing below average rainfall and the third driest water year on record in the Ukiah region. 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is taking a close look at the Russian River watershed 
and developing tools to determine possible future curtailments. A Water Resiliency Task Force has been 
formed to lead our region toward enhanced water reliability. Please contact the District if you would like to 
receive more information or participate. 
 
This is a time to:  

*Stay informed*       *Stay involved*      *CONSERVE!* 
 
More Drought and Water Conservation Resources: 
 

Mendocino County Resource Conservation District’s website:  
https://mcrcd.org/resources/drought-water-conservation-resources and 
https://mcrcd.org/resources/flow-enhancement  
 
Sonoma Water Agency’s website: http://www.savingwaterpartnership.org/  

 
 
As always, feel free to contact the District with your questions and comments.  
 
 
Yours, 
 

~ Beth 
 
 
Elizabeth Salomone 
General Manager 

https://mcrcd.org/resources/drought-water-conservation-resources
https://mcrcd.org/resources/flow-enhancement
http://www.savingwaterpartnership.org/
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MENDOCINO COUNTY RUSSIAN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL 
 

AND WATER CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 

WATER TRANSFER AMENDMENT TO 

UNIFORM WATER SALE AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AMENDMENT is entered on ___________ (“Effective Date”) as an amendment 

to that UNIFORM WATER SUPPLY AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT dated 

___________________________ between ______________ and the Mendocino County 

Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation Improvement District 

(“Agreement”).  

 

 1. RECITALS.  

  1.1 District has identified a need for water from the Redwood Valley 

County Water District (“Redwood”).  

 

  1.2 Customer has agreed to make certain Project Water available to 

Redwood from Customer’s Contract Quantity under its Agreement under the terms and 

conditions set forth in this Amendment.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 2. TERM. The term of this Amendment shall be for the ___________ water year 

only.  

 

 3. REDUCTION IN CONTRACT QUANTITY.  During the Term, Customer 

agrees to reduce its Contract Quantity under the Agreement from its current Contract 

Quantity of __________acre feet to _________ acre feet (“Reduced Contract 

Quantity”).  

 

  3.1 Notwithstanding Section 6.1 of the Agreement, Customer shall 

have no obligation to pay District full cost for the difference between the Reduced 

Contract Quantity and the Contract Quantity.  

 

  3.2 Notwithstanding Section 12 of the Agreement, Customer’s 

voluntary agreement to the Reduced Contract Quantity shall have no effect on 

Customer’s right to divert and use such water in compliance with the Agreement in 

subsequent years. 

 

 4. EXECUTION AND COUNTERPARTS. This Amendment may be 

executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which 

together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
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5. CONTINUED VALIDITY. Except as expressly amended by this 

Amendment during the Term, the Agreement remains in full force and effect between the 

Parties.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Customer and District have entered this Agreement on 

the Effective Date. 

 

MENDOCINO COUNTY RUSSIAN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL AND 

WATER CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

 

 

 

 

By:  __________________________________________  _____________________ 

President of the Board of Trustees        Date 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  

____________________________  _____________________ 

Secretary of the Board of Trustees Date 

 

 

CUSTOMER 

 

 

 

 

By:  __________________________________________   _____________________ 

**CUSTOMER NAME, COMPANY NAME** Date 

**ADDRESS ** 

**PHONE NUMBER ** **EMAIL ADDRESS** 
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