
 

Mendocino County Russian River Flood Control  
& Water Conservation Improvement District 

 

STAFF REPORT 
To:  Board of Trustees  

From:   E. Salomone, General Manager 

Meeting: Monday, January 4, 2021 

RE:  Agenda Item 4: Update on the Water Transfer Amendment  
to the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Strategic Plan relevant priorities are (a) Secure: to ensure reliable and available sources of water; and  
(b) Use: to ensure water is managed to its highest and best use as a public resource. 
 
Update:  
On December 7, 2020, the Board reviewed and approved the proposed Water Transfer Amendment to 
the Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement. Several questions were asked regarding operational 
implementation and legal issues. Answers are provided below: 
 
(1) Q: Who initiates the Transfer the District or the customer?  

A: The District will contact customers to request a water transfer on an as-needed basis. 
 

(2) Q: At what frequency is the need for transfer assessed? 
A: The District will issue a request for Customers Schedules, due by February 15 each year. 
Notification will then be issued to the Customers on the available surplus water for the calendar year, 
with a deadline of two weeks to request surplus for the year. What is not needed by Customers will 
then be made available to Redwood Valley County Water District. The District will continue to assess 
Redwood Valley CWD’s need for additional water based on their monthly use reporting. As water 
need is anticipated, Customers will be approached by the District with a request for transfer. 
 

(3) Q: As the options for transfer may be an attractive option for Customers to increase their 
beneficial use of water and reduce their invoice for the year, what is the procedure for 
prioritizing water transfers? 
A: When possible, Special Districts will be prioritized for water transfer requests. Otherwise, 
Customers will be approached with requests for transfer in the order their schedules were received. 
 

(4)  Q: Is a customer required to transfer unused water or is it an option?  
A: The Schedule submitted by Customers does not require them to enter into a Water Transfer 
Amendment. However, the Customer is required to comply with the release of identified unused water 
as needed by Redwood Valley, to meet the terms of the Stipulated Judgement. The Water Transfer 
Amendment is not designed to force customers to relinquish any of their contract amount, but to put 
to full beneficial use any water that the customer does not need in that calendar year.  
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 (5)  Q: Is a transfer revocable?  
A: Once a Customer has entered the Water Transfer Amendment and the water has been transferred 
to another customer, the transfer is not revocable. However, if a Customer experienced an emergency 
water supply need and additional unused water was identified, the District has the option to fulfill a 
late request for surplus water.  
 

 (6) Q: Is written procedure and/or policy needed for the Water Transfer Amendment? 
A: It is not legally required nor necessarily at this time. Written procedure and/or policy can be 
developed if complications arise during the implementation of the Amendment.  

 
 
The final Water Transfer Amendment to Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement includes minor edits 
for clarity, as shown in the attached red-lined template.  
 
 
Recommendation: 
There are no recommended Board actions at this time. 
 
Attachments: 

o Water Transfer Amendment cover letter template 
o Water Transfer Amendment to Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement, red-lined 

 



Mendocino County 
 

Russian River Flood Control &Water Conservation Improvement District 
 

151 Laws Avenue Suite D, Ukiah, CA 95482    707.462.5278    Website: RRFC.net    DistrictManager@rrfc.net     

 President Vice President Treasurer Trustee Trustee 
Christopher Watt Alfred White  Matthew Froneberger  Tyler Rodrigue  John Reardan 

 
**Date** 

 
**Customer Name** 
**Address** 
**Address** 
 
 
Dear **Customer name**, 
 
RE: Water Transfer Amendment to Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement 
 
The District would like to thank you for your cooperation in submitting your Schedule of water use for the 
20____ calendar year. Your willingness to make unused contract water available to other District customers 
and Redwood Valley County Water District is greatly appreciated.  
 
The benefits to making your unused water available for transfer include aiding in the health of the District’s 
water license by putting Project Water to beneficial use as well as reducing your annual invoice. The quantity 
of water actually transferred may not be equal to the quantity made available in the transfer. The final 
accounting will be reflected on your January 20____ invoice. It will indicate the final acre feet quantity 
transferred and the dollar amount savings.  
 
Please note that the price of surplus water sold to Redwood Valley County Water District is set by the terms 
of the 1980 Stipulated Judgement (see below for link to web based document.) The final price per acre feet 
changes annually based on RRFC operational costs and may be less than your current contract rate of $47 
per acre foot. The final dollar amount recouped from the sale of the transferred quantity will be the amount 
deducted from your invoice.  
 
Please review and sign the enclosed Water Transfer Amendment and return to the District. A fully signed 
copy will be returned to you for your records. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
the District.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Elizabeth Salomone, General Manager 
 
Link: 
https://ahg.e5a.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/1980-Stiplulated-Judgement-MCRRFC-WCID-and-Redwood-
Valley-CWD.pdf  
 

Enc: 
Water Transfer Amendment to Uniform Water Sale & Purchase Agreement 

mailto:DistrictManager@rrfc.net
https://ahg.e5a.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/1980-Stiplulated-Judgement-MCRRFC-WCID-and-Redwood-Valley-CWD.pdf
https://ahg.e5a.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/1980-Stiplulated-Judgement-MCRRFC-WCID-and-Redwood-Valley-CWD.pdf
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MENDOCINO COUNTY RUSSIAN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL 
 

AND WATER CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
 

WATER TRANSFER AMENDMENT TO 

UNIFORM WATER SALE AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AMENDMENT is entered on ___________ (“Effective Date”) as an amendment 

to that UNIFORM WATER SUPPLY AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT dated 

___________________________ between ______________ and the Mendocino County 

Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation Improvement District 

(“Agreement”).  

 

 1. RECITALS.  

  1.1 District has identified a need for water from the Redwood Valley 

County Water District (“Redwood”).  

 

  1.2 Customer has agreed to make certain Project Water available to 

Redwood from Customer’s Contract Quantity under its Agreement under the terms and 

conditions set forth in this Amendment.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 2. TERM. The term of this Amendment shall be for the ___________ water 

calendar year only.  

 

 3. REDUCTION IN CONTRACT QUANTITY.  During the Term, Customer 

agrees to reduce its Contract Quantity under the Agreement by up to from its current 

Contract Quantity of __________acre feet to _________ acre feet (“Reduced Contract 

Quantity”) from its current Contract Quantity of _______ acre feet.  

 

  3.1 Notwithstanding Section 6.1 of the Agreement, Customer shall 

have no obligation to pay District full cost for the difference between the Reduced 

Contract Quantity and the Contract Quantity.  

 

  3.2 Notwithstanding Section 12 of the Agreement, Customer’s 

voluntary agreement to the Reduced Contract Quantity shall have no effect on 

Customer’s right to divert and use such water in compliance with the Agreement in 

subsequent years. 

 

 4. EXECUTION AND COUNTERPARTS. This Amendment may be 

executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which 

together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
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5. CONTINUED VALIDITY. Except as expressly amended by this 

Amendment during the Term, the Agreement remains in full force and effect between the 

Parties.  

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Customer and District have entered this Agreement on 

the Effective Date. 

 

MENDOCINO COUNTY RUSSIAN RIVER FLOOD CONTROL AND 

WATER CONSERVATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

 

 

 

 

By:  __________________________________________  _____________________ 

President of the Board of Trustees        Date 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  

____________________________  _____________________ 

Secretary of the Board of Trustees Date 

 

 

CUSTOMER 

 

 

 

 

By:  __________________________________________   _____________________ 

**CUSTOMER NAME, COMPANY NAME** Date 

**ADDRESS ** 

**PHONE NUMBER ** **EMAIL ADDRESS** 
 

 

 


